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advertisement 

To  the  Second  Impression. 

T  H  E  public  fliould  not  have  been  troubled  with 
this  hiftory,  if  there  were  not  two  reafons, 
which  in  fome  meafure  made  it  neceflary.  One  is, 
that  the  many  accounts  which  have  been  publtfhed  of 
the  late  tranfa&ions  are  not  only  fo  extremely  par¬ 
tial,  but  fo  very  defe&ive  in  narrative,  and  fo  ma¬ 
terially  foreign  to  truth,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  form 
from  them  any  juft  idea  of  fome  of  the  moft  inter- 
efting  events  which  ever  agitated  the  minds  of  men. 
The  other  reafon  is,  that  while  the  tranfa&ions  are 
recent,' and  every  particular  of  them  is  well  remem¬ 
bered,  it  is  lcfs  difficult  to  do  juftice  to  the  caufe, 
and  to  the  perfons  concerned  in  it,  than  if  it  were 
poftponed  to  fome  diftant  period,  when  not  only 
the  errors  and  partialities  of  the  prefent  writers, 
would  undoubtedly  miflead  the  future  enquirer,  but 
their  intentional  omiffions  of  many  of  the  moft  ma¬ 
terial  tads  prevent  his  being  able  to  attain  a  right 
knowledge  of  them. 

The  writers  have  no  other  apology  to  make  foj 
the  publication  of  this  work,  but  that  the  fame 
impartial  defign  has  not  been  executed  before. 


(  vii  ) 


CONTENTS. 


Chap.  I.  TMRST  fteps  of  the  Favourite.  His 
-T  defigns.  Takes  Mr.  Fox  for  his 
guide.  They  attack  Mr.  Pitt.  The  Favourite 
begins  to  form  his  faction.  Pulls  off  the  mask, 
and  difmiffes  Mr.  Legge.  Letters  and  notes  ex¬ 
plaining  that  difmiffion,  - -  page  i  o 

Chap.  II.  Lord  Barrington  fucceeded  Mr. 
Legge  as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Lord  Hol- 
dernefs  difmiffed.  The  Favourite  made  Secretary 
of  State.  His  faction  rejoice.  Remark.  Is  afraid 
to  difmifs  Mr.  Pitt.  Negociation  for  peace.  France 
forefees  the  divifions.  Her  defigns  in  that  negocia¬ 
tion.  The  family  compact.  Mr.  Pitt’s  intelligence 
of  it.  Spain  interferes.  An  interefting  memorial 
fuppreffed  by  the  Favourite.  The  negociation 
breaks  off,  -  '  -  —  —  18 

Chap.  III.  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Temple  declare 
againft  Spain.  Are  counteracted  by  the  Favourite, 
who  denies  their  having  had  any  intelligence  of  the 
family  compact.  Is  contradicted  and  convinced  of 
his  error  by  Lord  Temple.  Lord  Temple  and  Mr. 
Pitt  take  their  leaves  of  the  council.  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville’s  high  opinion  of  them.  Mr.  Pitt  refigns.  Is 
calumniated  by  the  Favourite  and  his  faction.  Ex¬ 
plains 


-  —  w 

plains  his  refignation.  The  Favourite’s  plan  of 
government.  Lord  Temple  refigns.  Cowardice 
the  mini  try.  War  declared  againft  Spain.  Lord 
1  e rople  and  Mr.  Pitt  applauded,  page  32 


Chap.  IV.  Debate  on  the  fupply  granted  for 
the  king  of  Portugal.  Speeches  of  Mr.  Glover, 
Lord  George  Sackville,  and  Mr.  Pitt.  44' 

.  .Chap-  v-  The  national  faith  broke.  Certain 
infamous  correfpondencies.  The  Duke  of  New- 
Caftle  refigns,  —  _ 


Chap.  VI  The  Favourite  made  a  Knight  of 
the  Garter.  Note  from  the  Monitor,  and  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  profecution  of  that  paper.  The  Fa¬ 
vourite  made  firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury.  Sweeps 
the  Cocoa  Tree  for  a  Miniftry.  Curious  account 
of  him.  Turns  out  all  who  had  been  put  in  by 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle.  Bars  up  all  the  avenues 
to  the  Royal  Clofet.  Peace  is  his  only  objeft.  A 
number  of  Peers  created.  Lords  of  the  Bedcham¬ 
ber  increafed.  The  power  of  the  crown  extended 

and  the  law  evaded,  ’ 

,  57 


Chap.  VII.  The  Duke  of  Devonfhire  dil- 
miffed,  and  (truck  off  the  Lift  of  Privy  Counfellors. 
Great  influence  of  corruption.  Several  reftgnations." 
A  want  of  unanimity  in  the  refigners.  Contrail 
between  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Duke  of  N.  Briton, 
North  Briton,  and  Auditor  publiihed.  Remarks,  70 

Chap.  VIII.  The  Peace  made.  A  lift  of  the 
Minority  who  voted  againft  the  peace.  Scandalous 
corruption  to  procure  addrefles  on  the  peace.  The 
principal  perfons  in  the  Minority  dine  together. 
The  oppofition  formed.  Attempt  to  divide  them,  81 

Chap.  IX,  The  Favourite’s  loan.  The 

North 


CONTENTS.  ix 

North  Briton’s  account  of  it.  Mr.  Legge’s  opinion 
of  it,  -  —  —  page  93 

Chap.  X.  The  Excife  upon  Cyder.  Hiftory 
of  Excife.  Proceedings  of  the  City  of  London  : 
Of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament.  Tampering  with 
Sir  James  Hodges,  and  the  City.  A  remarkable 
falfity  deteCted.  ineffectual  oppofition,  102 

Chap.  XI.  The  Earl  of  Bute  refolves  to  refign. 
Again  attempts  to  divide  the  Oppofition  ;  is  foiled. 
Promifes  never  more  to  interfere  in  Public  Affairs. 
Provides  for  his  relations.  Refigns;  and  retires. 
The  Lords  Le  Defpencer  and  Holland  created.  Re¬ 
marks  on  Lord  Bute’s  difintereftednefs,  126 

Chap.  XII.  Mr.  Grenville  fucceeds  Lord  Bute. 
The  opinion  which  the  Minority  entertain  of  the 
new  Minifiry.  The  forty-fifth  number  of  the 
L*Jorth  Briton  publifhed.  The  Printers  and  Pub- 
lifhers  apprehended  by  a  general  warrant.  Mr. 
Wilkes  apprehended.  His  houfe  entered  :  his  pa¬ 
pers  feized.  He  is  carried  by  violence  before  the 
Secretaries  of  State.  Committed  a  clofe  prlfoner 
to  the  Tower.  The  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  e- 
vaded.  Difcharged  by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
The  opinion  of  that  Court,  -  135 

Chap.  XIII.  Reflections*  Lord  Temple  dis¬ 
approves  of  the  acrimony  in  the  North  Briton. 
Makes  a  diftinCtion  between  the  fuppofed  criminal- 
ty  of  that  paper,  and  the  public  caufe  which  it 
gave  rife  to.  Determines  to  fupport  that  public 
caufe,  Is  difmified  from  the  lieutenancy  of  the 
county  of  Bucks.  Is  deferted  by  the  old  leaven  of 
the  party  ;  tvho  pay  their  compliments  at  St. 
James’s,  and  enter  into  a  league  to  betray,  and  fa- 
•rifice  the  Public  Liberty,  w  175 

Chap. 


*  x  CONTENTS. 

Chap,  XIV .  Letters  between  Mr.  Wilkes  and 
the  Secretaries  of  State.  MefTengers  profecuted. 
Lord  Halifax  hands  out  in  contempt  of  the  Court. 
Trial  of  the  action  brought  againft  Mr.  Wood. 
Mr.  Wilkes  acquitted  as  Author  and  Publifher  of 
the  North  Briton.  An  attempt  made  to  aflaflinate 
him  by  one  Alexander  Dun.  Eredts  a  printing 
prefs  in  his  houfe.  Publifhes  propofals  for  a  fub- 
fcription.  Prints  the  North  Britons,  and  eflay  on 
Woman.  His  imprudencies.  Goes  to  France, 
where  he  is  infulted  by  one  Capt.  Forbes,  page  184 

Chap.  XV.  Lord  Bute  returns  from  Harrow* 
gate,  and  refolves  to  alter  the  Miniftry.  Negociates 
with  Mr.  Pitt.  Duke  of  Leeds  propofed  for  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Council.  That  nomination  oppofed 
by  Lord  Bute.  Death  of  Lord  Egremont.  Lord 
Bute  meets  Mr,  Pitt.  Conferences  between  his 
Majefty  and  Mr.  Pitt.  The  negociation  breaks 
off,  and  why,  Duke  of  Bedford  made  Prefident  of 
the  Council,  and  Lord  Sandwich  Secretary  of  State. 
Lord  Bute  goes  into  the  Country.  The  rotten  part 
of  the  Minority  abandon  their  treacherous  engage¬ 
ments.  Mr.  Charles  Yorke  refigns,  — <  213 

Chap.  XVI.  The  Parliament  meets.  His  Ma- 
jefty’s  meflage  concerning  Mr.  Wilkes.  Remark. 
The  North  Briton  voted  a  Libel.  Mr.  Wilkes 
complains  of  a  breach  of  privilege.  Complaint 
againft  the  Effay  on  Woman.  Letters  between 
Mr.  Wilkes  and  Mr.  Martin  :  Duel  between  them. 
Both  Houfes  vote  away  privilege  in  the  cafe  of  a 
Libel.  Proteft  againft  it.  Duke  of  Newcaftle  re- 
fufes  to  fign  that  Proteff,  .  225 

Chap.  XVIL  Continuation  of  the  proceedings 
againft  Mr.  Wilkes.  He  retires  to  France.  Cards 

between 


c  o 

* 


N  T  E.  N  T  S. 


XI 


between  him  and  Mr.  Martin  at  Paris.  Account 
of  the  witnefles  againft  him.  Voted  the  author  of 
the  North  Briton,  and  expelled.  Remarks.  The 
information  againft  him  altered  by  the  order  of 
Lord  Mansfield.  Letters  fent  to  his  Jury.  Found 
guilty,  and  outlawed,  — —  .  page  259 

Chap.  XVIII,  Illegal  proceedings  againft  Mr. 
Wilkes  brought  under  confideration.  Meeting  of  the 
Minority  to  fettle  their  motions.  Debate  upon 
general  warrants.  Mr.  Pitt’s  fpeech.  Duke  of 
Newcaftle’s  requeft.  The  queftion  adjourned  for 
four  months.  Motion  for  a  Bill.  A  lift  of  th^ 
Minority.  No  motion  againft  the  feizure  of  pa¬ 
pers.  Views  of  both  parties,  -  268 

Chap.  XIX.  Ineffe&ual  attempt  to  relieve  the 
Cyder  Counties.  The  Minority  broken.  Difinif- 
fions  of  the  Generals  Conway  and  Acourt.  Mr. 
Webb  tried  for  perjury,  &c.  -  288 

Chap.  XX.  Of  the  club  in  Albemarle-Street, 
with  a  lift  of  the  members.  Deaths  of  the  Duke 
of  Devonfhire  and  Mr.  Legge,  - -  297 

Chap.  XXI.  Mr.  Yorke  accepts  a  patent  of  pre¬ 
cedence.  Lord  Bute  returns  ;  and  becomes  uneafy 
to  the  Miniftry,  whom  he  wants  to  change.  The 
Parliament  meets,  and  the  queftion  concerning* 
General  Warrants  is  again  agitated.  Lord  Tem¬ 
ple’s  declaration  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle.  The 
Minority  totally  ruined,  -  ^oi 

Chap.  XXII.  Lord  Bute  reconciled  to  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland.  His  Lordfhip’s  view  in  that  re¬ 
conciliation.  Hiftory  of  the  Regency  Bill  :  and 
an  intended  Ipeech  againft  it.  Conference  between 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland  and  Lord  Temple.  The 
Minority,  and  particularly  Lord  Rockingham,  defire 


XII 


CONTENTS. 


~.ac^pt‘ .  The  Duke  goes  to  Mr.  Pitt  at  Hayes. 

Lhe  Treafury  offered  to  Lord  Lyttelton.  Second 
application  to  Lord  Temple.  Before  an  anfwer 
can  be  given  the  Duke  advifes  the  King  to  recali 
his  Minifters.  Lord  Temple  and  Mr.  Grenville 
reconciled.  The  Adminiftration  turn  out  Lord 
Bute  s  particular  friends.  The  Parliament  pro- 
rogued,  -  -  page  3i2 

Chap.  XXIII.  Second  negociation  with  Mr. 
ritt  and  Lord  Temple:  it  breaks  off.  Adminiftra- 

tion  changed.  Remarks.  The  Favourite’s  power 

4WI  the  famo,  _  _ 


*1 


* 


/‘\  -9J 

'  W2  'f  ar 

»*  V 
0 


OtfVWVV'Y'W  *  # 


-  A  N 

J 

HISTORY 

OF  THE 


Late  MINORITY, 


CHAP.  I. 

Fir  ft  jleps  of  the  Favourite.  His  defigns » 
Fakes  Mr.  Fox  for  his  guide.  They  at¬ 
tack  Mr.  Pitt.  •  Fhe  Favourite  begins 
to  jorm  his  jadlion.  Pulls  off  the  majk , 
and  difmiffes  Mr.  Legge.  Letters  and 
notes  explaining  that  difmiffion. 


reat  and  irreparable  lofs 

ltk"5!L  it®*  i  •  i  «  .  .  r  rc  t 

^  which  this  nation  mitered, 
by  the  death  of  his  late  Ma- 
J&  JelV>  iS  neither  to  be  efti- 
mated  nor  conceived  :  while  he  lived,  that 
able  and  upright  adminiftration,  who  with 
the  greateft  glory  to  themfelves,  and  un~ 

paral-* 
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parallelled  advantage  to  their  country, 
were  fafe  and  undifturbed  in  continuing 
thofe  fucceffes,  which  at  length, /««/?have 
produced  fuch  a  peace,  as  was  not  only 
honourable ,  but  adequate  and  permanent . 
No  lurking,  mifchievous  Stuart  durfl 
then  interfere  in  the  management  of  pub¬ 
lic  bulinefs.  But  no  foonerwas  the  breath 
out  of  the  late  King’s  body,  than  the  Earl 
of  Bute  both  intended  and  attempted  to 
take  the  lead  in  the  adminiftration.  To 
the  gratification  of  his  ambitious  views, 
is  to  be  attributed  all  the  divifions  and 
diftradtions  into  which  this  unhappy 
kingdom  has  been  plunged,  fince  his  pre- 
lent  Majefty’s  acceffion  to  the  crown.  It 
is  affuming  no  pretence  to  wifdom,  nor 
is  it  any  affront  to  common  fenfe,  to  fay, 
that  if  no  fuch  man  as  the  Earl  of  B.  had 

It ' 

been  in  Exiftence,.  when  the  late  King- 
died,  not  one  of  thofe  evils  would  have 
happened,  which  not  only  the  pref^nt 
race  of  men,  but  their  children,  will,  in 
all  probability  curfe  to  their  graves. 

Two  days  after  his  prefent  Majefly’s 
acceffion,  the  Earl  of  Bute  was,  with 

the 
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the  King’s  eldeft  brother,  introduced  into 
the  privy  council.  Scarce  was  the  ink 
dry,  which  had  marked  his  name  upon 
the  council  book,  when,  although  no 
minifler  himfelf,  yet  he  affumed  a  ma- 
gifterial  air  of  authority,  and  began  to 
give  law  in  the  court ;  and  to  thew,  not 
only  with  what  contempt  he  meant  to 
treat  the  memory  and  condudt  of  the  de- 
ceafed  monarch,  but  his  diflike  of  the 
meafures  which  were  then,  and  had  for 
tome  time  been  purfued  $  and  in  order  to 
affront  the  minifters  and  the  allied  army, 
he  invited  to  court,  while  the  late  King 
lay  dead  in  his  palace,  the  only  unpopular 
man,  at  that  time,  in  the  kingdom  j  who 
but  a  few  months  before  had  been  de¬ 
graded  from  his  rank,  for  a  difobedience 
of  orders,  when  in  the  fervice  of  his 
country.  He  was  indeed  admitted  to  kifs 
hands :  but  the  true  friends  of  the  honour 
of  the  crown,  and  thofe  who  laid  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  all  that  glory  which  the  army 
had  acquired,  and  of  that  fpirit  which 
might  have  given  law  to  the  world,  re- 
monftrated  fo  firmly  againftit,  thathe  was 

B  2  forced 
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Forced  to  abfcond,  and  never  prefume 
again,  during  Mr,  Pitt’s  adminiftra- 
tion,  to  (hew  his  face  at  St.  James’s. 

Although  the  Earl  of  B.  (who  was 
already  diftinguiffied  by  the  odious  name 
of  Favourite )  was  difappointed  in  his  de- 
fign  of  repeating  this  affront,  by  the  unex¬ 
pected  firmnefs  of  the  adminiftration,yet 
rei°3ution  of  deftroying  them,  was  not 
Ti  tiie  leaft  checKed.  But  this  was  a  point 
not  only  of  inch  magnitude  and  import¬ 
ance,  but  of  fuch  extreme  difficulty  and 
danger,  confidering  the  high  efteem  and 
veneration  in  which  they  were  held  by 
the  people,  that  it  required  uncommon 
ikill  and  cunning  to  accoinplifh  it.  And 
being  either  confcious  that  he  was  un¬ 
equal  to  the  talk,  or  finding  the  neceffity 
of  having  fome  more  able  alfociate,  than  * 
£ny  of  thole  “  Scarce  half-form’d”  inftru- 
ments,  he  brought  with  him  from  Savile- 
houle;  he  took,  to  his  elbow  that  piece  of 
purey  and  diJiinguiJJjed  virtue 9  Mr.  Fox  i 
with  whom  he  conftantly  advifed. 

Reynai  d  had  cunning ;  and  th ^Favourite 
power,  ^  heir  object  was  JVTr.  Pitt  ;  who 
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being  the  pillar  of  the  adrainiftration,  their 
foie  aim  was  to  remove  him,  and  to  that 
one  point,  all  their  a&ions  tended,  in  or¬ 
der  to  demolifh  the  whole  fuperftrudture. 
The  firft  attack  that  was  made  on  him, 
was  by  a  plaufible  pamphlet,  entitled, 
Conliderations  on  the  prefent  German 
“  war }”  written  by  one  Mauduit,  who, 
when  Lord  Bute  came  into  power,  was 
rewarded  with  a  good  place  for  his  fer- 
vices.  The  piece  was  written  with  lingular 
art ;  and  infinite  pains  were  taken  to  cir¬ 
culate  it  in  the  world.  But  it  did  not  in¬ 
jure  Mr.  Pitt’s  reputation  among  the 
people,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  the  faction 
who  nurfed  it,  hoped  and  expeited.  One 
kind  of  condemnation  it  received  univer- 
fally,  viz.  that  it  was  written  to  ferve  the 
purpofes  of  a  party,  who  found  it  impof- 
fible  to  fucceed  in  their  defigns,  unlefs 
they  could  ruin  him,  who  had  made  a 
point  of  abolilhing  all  parties,  and  of 
uniting  all  men  in  the  fervice  of  their 
King  and  Country.  Any  atttempt  there¬ 
fore,  to  deftroy  that  unanimity,  which 
had  been  of  fuch  fignal  fervice  to  our 
country,  was  fute  of  being  treated  with 
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abhorrence,  as  well  by  his  friends  whe 
were  fituated  near  him,  as  more  efpecially 
by  the  public  at  large,  and  particularly 
by  the  middle  rank  of  mankind,  among 
whom  onlyy  true  virtue  is  now  to  be 
found.  Thefe  faw  with  real  concern,  and 
infinite  regret,  a  faction  forming  among 
their  fuperiors,  and  a  political  war  break¬ 
ing  out,  to  divide  and  diftradt  the  people , 
with  every  fymptom  that  could  be  pro¬ 
phetic  of  that  kind  of  accurled  milchief, 
which  fucceeded  upon  the  weak  Queen 
Anne’s  taking  a  Favourite  into  her  bo- 
lom  y  and  to  the  views  of  an  intriguing 
cabal,  facrificing  that  adminiftration, 
which  had  brought  France  almoft  to  the 
brink  of  ruin,  by  the  unanimity  which 
till  then,  they  had  preferved  at  home, 
and  the  aftonilhing  luccefs  with  which 
they  had  carried  on  the  war  abroad.  A- 
mong  the  intelligent  part  of  mankind, 
nothing  was  better  known,  or  more  cer¬ 
tain,  than  that  the  very 1  alliance  with 
Pruflia,  which  was  fo  violently  exclaimed 
againft,  by  the  minion  and  his  party,  had, 
in  times  lefs  favourable  to  Great  Britain 
than  the  prefent,  the  approbation  of  the 

minion 
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minion  himfelf;  and  it  was  alfo  as  cer¬ 
tain,  that  in  thofe  times,  it  had  likewife 

;  '  /  ,  ' ,  *  •*  **<  1  *  r 

the  approbation  of  Leicefter-Houfe,  as 
warmly  as  that  of  St.  James’s.  But  this 
was  before  the  Favourite  had  formed  his 

t 

defign,  of feizing  the  helm  of  government  * 
For  the  prefent,  the  Favourite  em¬ 
ployed  himfelf  in  fending  to  all  public 
places,  fuch  as  coffee-houfes,  &c.  an  in¬ 
finite  number  of  perfons,  to  propagate  ail 
kinds  of  fcandalous  reports,  and  falfities, 
to  the  prejudice  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  order 
to  raife  doubts  and  jealoufies,  among  the 
people,  concerning  his  conduct,  and. 
thereby  attempt  to  weaken  their  confi¬ 
dence  in  that  great  and  upright  minifter. 
It  is  incredible  how  inconceivably  mean 
he  was,  in  all  this  bafe  and  dirty  work  : 
but  meannefs  forms  a  more  principal  part 
of  his  character,  than  either  malice  or 
pride.  He  likewife  enlifted  a  number  of 
writers,  who  every  day  filled  the  public 
papers  with  fcurrility  and  invedtives  a- 
gainft  that  minifter.  Befides  all  this  des¬ 
picable  bufinefs,  he  alfo  engaged  himfelf 
deeply  with  his  artful  coadjutor,  in  form¬ 
ing  his  fadtion.  He  made  certain  of  meet- 

B  4  ing 
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ing  with  the  cordial  affedtion  of  that  al- 
tnoft  extinguiihed  fet  of  men,  the  Jaco¬ 
bites  j  and,  if  in  reality  there  be  any  dif¬ 
ference,  befides  the  name,  he  was  as  cer¬ 
tain  of  having  the  fupport  of  that  other 
infatuated  fet  of  men,  called  Tories  : 
thefe  with  a  great  part  of  the  Scots,  who 
were  naturally  attached  to  him,  formed 
his  troop.  And  with  them  he  refolved  to 
feize  the  government,  and  with  it  the 
riches  of  the  whole  kingdom.  A  formal 
oppofition  was  not  his  defign.  He  placed 
his  hopes  of  fuccefs,  in  another  kind  of 
fupport,  which  is  diredtly  contrary  to  the 
very  principles  of oppofition.  However  the 
winter  did  not  pafs  without  an  effort  in 

J i. 

parliament  to  hurtMr. Pitt, and  thwart 
him  in  his  vigorous  rneafures  againff  the 
common  enemy.  But  that  proving  as  un- 
fuccefsful,  as  the  efforts  of  the  Confiderer, 
and  not  even  fhaking  the  credit  of  hfr. 
Pitt’s  adminiffration,  he  determined  to 
pull  off  the  mafk,  which  had  hitherto 
covered  his  deligns,  and  as  foon  as  the 
fefiion  of  parliament  was  oyer,  to  carry 
into  execution,  in  the  moft  violent,  open 
*pd  daring  manner,  his  original  plan,  of 
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placing  the  Tories  in  the  admin  iftration, 
and  putting  himfelf  at  their  head.  No¬ 
thing  could,  in  a  more  fcandalous  and 
barefaced  manner,  fhew  this  bale  inten¬ 
tion,  than  the  difmiffion  of  that  moft: 
juftly  efteemed  minifter  Mr.  Legge;  be- 
caufe  he  would  not  refign  his  feat  in  par¬ 
liament,  to  a  Stuart.  He  was  the  firft  who 
was  marked  for  vengeance,  becaufe  he 
was  the  firft  who  oppofed  the  favourite’s 
wicked  fcheme,  of  laying  his  Tory  foun¬ 
dation.  The  caufe  of  this  remarkable  dif¬ 
miffion,  as  well  as  the  moft  convincing 
proof  of  Lord  B.’s  fecret  views,  and  how 
early  he  had  begun  to  pave  the  way  for  his 

future  advancement,  by  railing  falfe  and 

► 

cruel  prejudices,  in  the  mind  of  his 
Prince,  the  reader  will  find  accurately 
related  in  the  note,  which  is  extracted 
from  a  publication  made  at  McLegge’s 
own  requeft.*  Lord  Barrington  fuc- 
ceededMr.  Legge,  as  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  CHAP. 

*  C6  He  made  it  his  dying  requeft  to  the  noble 
perfonage,  who  v/asbeft  indtled  to  his  affection  and 
confidence,  to  lay  before  the  public,  the  only  reafons 
Jie  kne\y  of  his  difmiffion  from  office.  He  had  ac~ 

quiefced 


CHAP.  II. 

Lord  Holder neffe  difmiffed.  The  Favourite 
tnade  Sec?  etary  of  State .  His  Fall  ion  rc- 
jotce.  Remark .  Is  afraid  to  difmifs  Mr . 
Pitt.  Negociation for  peace.  France fore- 
fees  the  divifons .  Her  dejigns  tn  that  ne¬ 
gotiation.  The  family  compati.  Mr.  Pitt's 
intelligence  of  it.  Spam  interferes.  Jin 
interejling  memorial fuppreffe  d  by  the  Fa¬ 
vourite.  The  negociation  breaks  off. 

TW  O  days  after  the  difmiffion  of 
Mr.  Legge,  the  Favourite  caufed 
theEarl  of  Holdernesse  to  be  removed 

from 

quiefeed  fjlently  in  that  difmiffion,  apprehending, 
that  the  time  might  come,  when  his  irreproachable 
conduct  and  character  would  efib.ee  the  impreffion  of 
private  mifreprefentations.  But  when  he  found  that 
the  hopes  of  a  recovery,  with  which  he  was  fo  often 
flattered,  in  the  courfe  of  his  difeafe,  were  quite  va~ 
nifhed,  and  that  it  would  be  his  lot,  to  die  in  a  flats 
of  difgrace  with  a  mofl  amiable  and  virtuous  Kino-, 
he  apprehended  for  himfelf,  left  his  good  name,  which 
the  beff  of  men  have  always  wifhed  to  tranfmit  to 
pofterity,  fhould  fuffer  from  a  prefumption,  eafily 
propagated,  that  there  muff  have  been  fomething 
wrong  in  him,  to  produce  a  diffniftion,  which  is,  in 
the  cafe  of  moft  individuals  removed  from  offices  of 
ftate,  a  punifhment  of  mifconducL 
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from  his  office  of  fecretaryof  ftate,  and  re¬ 
warded  his  complaifance  with  a  valuable 

re- 

u  He  was  therefore  anxioufly  defirous  the  world 
fliould  know,  that  he  was  not  turned  out  for  any 
blemifh  in  his  private  or  public  character,  and  he 
thought  it  the  moft  fatisfadtory  method  of  fecuring 
his  pofthumous  reputation,  to  publifhthe  few  papers, 
which  explain  his  cafe.  He  apprehended  himfelf  in- 
titled  to  do  this,  in  his  own  vindication,  as  the  papers 
contain  no  fecrets,  either  of  ftate,  or  of  private 
friendfhip.  They  are,  agreeably  to  his  defire,  here 
laid  before  the  world,  in  their  original  form,  with 
only  a  previous  fhort  narrative  of  the  tranfadtion, 
which  occafioned  them. 

u  Upon  the  Duke  of  Bolton’s  acceffion  to  his 
title,  in  the  year  1759,  Mr.  Legge  was  folicited  td 
fucceed  his  Grace  as  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
county  of  Southampton,  his  own  feat  in  parliament 
chancing  at  that  time  to  be  vacant.  He  could  not 
well  have  been  importuned  to  an  undertaking  more 
unpleafant  to  him,  and  he  declined  it  more  than 
once,  without  referve,  Thebuftle  of  a  popular  elec¬ 
tion  was  unnatural  to  his  liberal  mind  and  manners, 
and  a  relation  of  that  kind  to  a  large  county,  in 
which  he  refided,  might  appear  inconvenient  to  him, 
whofe  hands  were  at  that  time  filled  with  public  bu- 
finefs.  But  he  was  prevailed  with  to  accept  the  offer, 
by  the  repeated  intreaties  of  his  friends,  which  were 
enforced  by  the  plea,  that  his  fortune  and  charadter 
would  do  credit  to  a  party,  which  had  all  his  life 
been  countenanced  by  government,  cuid  with  which 
he  had  ever  adted  uniformly,  tho’  with  undiffembled 
moderation  and  good  humour  towards  the  other 
party.  And  he  had  the  farther  encouragement,  of 
hoping,  from  the  intereft  of  the  crown  exerted  in  his 

favor, 
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reverlion,  for  no  other  reafon  but  becaufe 
he  aimed  at  being  fecretary  himfelf,  and 
by  the  affiftance  of  the  Duke  of  New- 

CASTLE, 

favor,  in  conjun&ion  with  that  of  the  then  prevail¬ 
ing  party  in  the  county,  as  well  as  with  his  own 
peifonal  intereft,  which  was  very  conliderable,  that 
his  election  would  not  be  contefled. 

<c  However,  lie  fell  into  the  difagreeable  work  of 
a  conteft.  His  competitor  was  Mr.  Stuart,  now  Sir 
Simeon  Stuart ;  and  he  found  Mr.  Stuart’s  intereft 
adopted  by  a  noble  Lord,  (Lord  Bute)  with  whom 
Mr.  Legge  was  not  at  variance  ;  who  had  no  appa¬ 
rent  relation  of  any  kind  to  the  county;  whom 
therefore  Mr.  Legge  did  not  think  of  confulting, 
before  he  refolved  to  comply  with  the  defire  of  his 
friends. 

“  After  the  county  had  been  canvafled  on  both 
fides,  Mr.  Stuart  thought  fit  to  decline,  and  Mr, 
Legge  received  the  following  letter ; 

Downing  Street,  Nov.  25th,  Monday  Evening. 

“  Dear  Sir, 

M  Lord  Bute  fent  to  me  this  morning,  and  told 
me,  that  having  an  opportunity  of  faving  you,  he 
4fi  had  embraced  it,  and  done  you  an  aft  of  friend- 
iliip  ;  for  that  Mr.  Stuart  having  been  with  him 
for  advice,  whether  to  leave  or  purfue  the  elec- 
“  tion,  as  fome  of  Mr.  Stuart’s  friends  thought  this 
“  critical  fealon  of  an  invafion  hanging  over  the 
kingdom  to  be  a  very  improper  time  for  parlia- 
cc  mentaiy  contefls,  his  Lordfhip  had  determined 
<c  the  point  for  relinquifhing  the  purfuit ;  in  con- 
“  fequence  of  which  Mr.  Stuart  was  to  acquaint 
♦c  you  with  hisrefolution  of  declining  a  poll.  Lord 

“  Bute 
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castle,  he  was  accordingly  gratified 
with  that  degree  of  eminence.  He  now 
faw  himfelf  almofi;  minifter :  he  was  co¬ 
adjutor 

«  Bute  added,  that  neither  he,  nor  the  greater  per- 
fon,  whofe  name  hath  been  ufed  during  the  com- 
4C  petition,  would  ever  treat  you  with  the  more  cold- 
<c  nefs  for  what  hath  happened  :  your  part  having 
44  been  taken  under  an  ignorance  of  their  views  and 
44  intentions  ;  that  Lord  Bute  expedfed  however,  as 
44  he  had  a  claim  upon  you  in  right  of  friendfliip* 
44  that  you  will  concur  with  him,  and  give  your  aid 
44  to  the  perfon  he  fhall  recommend,  at  a  future  elec- 
44  tion.  I  anfwered  to  the  laft  point,  that  I  knew  not, 
44  how  far  you  would  think  yourfelf  bound  in  honour 
44  to  adf  with  the  body  of  whigs  on  fuch  an  occafion  ; 
44  but  if  this  confideration  did  not  hinder,  I  was 
44  fure  you  would  be  happy,  to  give  him  that  or  any 
44  other  evidence  of  your  refpedt  for  him. 

44  You  will  be  pleafed  therefore  to  conlider  well, 
44  and  (if  you  pleafe)  with  the  advice  of  your 
44  friends,  before  you  give  an  anfwer  on  this  head, 
44  that  may  tie  you  down,  for  on  that  anfwer  you 
44  plainly  fee,  very  much  will  depend. 

44  I  am, 

44  Dear  Sir, 

‘  “  faithfully  Yours, 

44  Sam.  Martin,” 

To  this  Letter  Mr.  Legge  returned  the  following 

anfwer ; 

44  Holte,  Dec.  5th,  1750, 

44  Dear  Martin, 

44  I  return  you  many  thanks  for  your  letter.  Since 
44  i  received  it,  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
44  a  little  more  of  the  fpirit  and  temper  of  the  county ? 
44  and  can  anfwer  u  better,  than  I  could  have  done 

footer. 
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adjutor  to  Mr.  Pitt,  and  in  full  port'd*- 
iion  of  the  royal  ear.  His  friends  were 
#3ated,  beyond  any  poffibility  of  words  to 

exp  refs. 

4C  fooner.  Leicefler-Houfe  do  me  great  juftice  in 
fuppofing  I  was  totally  ignorant  of  their  concern- 
4C  ing  themfelves  at  ail  in  the  Hampfhire  ele&ion, 
46  at  the  time  my  engagements  were  taken.  I  am 
<c  obliged  to  Lord  Bute  for  any  intentions  he  had  to 
fave  me,  by  the  advice  he  gave  to  drop  the  oppo- 
“  fition  ;  but  if  Mr.  Stuart,  or  his  friend,  had  ac¬ 
cepted  the  offer  I  made,  with  the  concurrence  of 
46  my  friends,  at  the  beginning,  and  as  foon  as  I  dif- 
“  covered  what  turn  the  ele&ion  might  take,  every 
wifli  of  Mr.  Stuart’s  had  been  fecured,  the  peace 
“  of  the  county  never  been  interrupted,  little  lefs 
44  than  5000I.  a  piece  faved  to  us  both,  and  what  is 

44  ftill  of  more  confequence,  a  month’s  fermentation 

44  of  parties  been  intirely  prevented,  which  never 
44  fails  to  turn  them  all  four.  Many  of  thefe  good 
44  confequences  had  likewife  been  obtained,  if  the^ 
44  gentlemen  had  confulted,  and  enabled  Lord  Bute 
44  to  put  an  end  to  the  conteft,  before  I  left  Lon- 
44  don,  when  you  know  how  unwilling  I  was  to 
44  pufh  it  to  extremity. 

44  As  to  the  event  of  the  election,  there  was  not 
44  the  leaft  doubt  about  it.  The  county  was  tho- 
44  roughly  canvaffed,  and  upon  as  exa&  returns,  as 
44  I  believe  ever  are  or  can  be  made  in  a  cafe  of  thb 
44  kind.  I  could  have  given  Mr.  Stuart  all  the. 
44  doubtful  ones  and  all  the  neuters,  in  addition  to 
44  his  own  poll,  and  yet  have  carried  the  election 
44  by  a  majority  of  1400.  I  did  not  come  into  a 
44  fingle  town,  (except  Alton)  where  it  was  not 
44  expe&ed  every  day,  that  the  oppofition  would  be 
44  given  up,  and  where  almoft  any  odds  would  not 
44  have  been  laid,  that  it  never  came  to  a  poll.  Nor 

44  do 
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cxprefs.  The  jacobites,  and  even  thofc 
who  had  been  in  both  rebellions,  all  now 
flocked  to  court,  overjoyed  to  fee  a  Stuart 

fo 


“  do  I  think,  any  confultation  would  have  beea 
«  held  about  dropping  the  affair,  if  all  the  money 
«  fubfcribed  againft  me,  and  more,  had  not  been. 
iC  expended,  and  all  probability  of  carrying  the 
“  point  intirely  vanifhed.  This  is  my  own  firm 
“  opinion  and  belief,  and  yet,  whoever  reads  my 
<c  advertifement  will  fee,  that  I  have  adted  \Vith  the 
“  utmoft  candor,  and  given  my  opponents  credit  for 
“  fuch  motives  of  retreat,  as  I  am  fure  do  them  no 
“  difhonour.  The  expence  indeed  would  have  been 
«  enormous, ifthe  difpute  had  been  carried  thorough* 
«  and  fo  far  I  own  there  is  a  faving  to  us  both,  for  I 
am  convinced  it  would  have  amounted  to  above 
<c  20,000 1.  a  piece.  This  is  a  fum  I  fhould  hav© 
«  felt  feverely.,  and  yet  after  my  offer  to  compromife 
“  had  been  rejected,  I  muft  and  would  have  fpent 
“  it,  and  could  have  done  it,  without  mortgaging 
tc  my.eftate;  I  leave  you  to  judge  what  effedt  it 
“  would  have  had  on  Mr.  Stuart’s. 

“  After  faying  thus  much,  I  am  very  far  from 
4(  having  any  perfonal  diflike  to  Mr.  Stuart;  on  the 
<c  contrary,  I  think  he  has  been  cruelly  treated  by 
«  fome  of  his  friends,  and  if  the  prevailing  party  in 
«  this  county  will  receive  him  without  oppofition, 
*c  I  Ihall  be  very  well  fatisfied  and  glad  of  it.  But 
«  if  the  Whigs  and  Diffenters,  who  are  very  nu- 
<c  merous  in  this  county,  will  make  a  point  of  op- 
6C  pofing  him,  it  will  be  impofiible  for  me  to  de- 
<c  clare  for  him,  and  abandon  thofe,  who  have  fup- 
<c  ported  me,  to  take  part  with  thofe,  againft  whom 
u  they  have  fupported  me.  This  would  not  only 
iC  put  my  own  eledtion  in  jeopardy,  but  be  fo  un- 
“  grateful  and  difreputable  a  part  for  me  to  adf,  that 

“  it 
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fo  neat-  the  royal  diadem.  They  failed 
not  to  pay  their  mod:  humble  duty,  and 
,  ,  ;  fwear 

.  *  '  4  t 

\ 

it  would  in  the  fame  proportion  make  my  afliftance 
ineffectual  to  the  perfon  I  fhould  join  with, 

“  I  am,  See. 

H.  B.  Legge.” 

Upon  this  anfwer,  Mr.  Legge  received  a  verbal 
meffage  from  Lord  Bute  by  Mr.  Martin,  Dec.  12, 
I759>  *ke  purport  of  which  was,  as  it  ftands  upon 
Mr.  Legge’s  paper,  cc  that  he  fhould  bid  adieu  to 
“  the  county  of  -Southampton  at  the  general  elec- 
tion,  and  affiff  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  the 
“  Prince  of  Wales’s  nomination  of  two  members  V* 
To  which  meffage  a  categorical  anfwer  was  required, 
and  Mr.  Legge  fent  the  following,  in  writing,  on 
the  fame  day  $ 

k  -  t  4 

Mr.  Legge  underflancting  it  to  be  expeCted, 
<c  that  he  (who  never  had  engaged  at  all  in  the 
€C  county  of  Southampton,  if  the  intentions  of 
<c  Leicefter  Houfe  had  been  in  time  communicated 
tc  to  him)  fhall  not  only  refufe  to  be  chofen  him- 
felf  at  the  next  general  election,  but  affift  Lord 
Carnarvon  and  Mr.  Stuart,  in  oppofition  to 
thofe,  who  have  fupported  Mr.  Legge  at  the  late 
eledion  ;  is  determined  to  fubmit  to  any  confe* 
quences,  rather  than  incur  fo  great  a  difgrace.” 

Lord  Bute  fent  a  reply  the  fame  day,  which  Mr* 
Martin  wrote  down  from  his  own  mouth,  in  the 
following  words ; 

cc  The  inftant  Mr.  Legge  reprefents  himfelf  as 
w  bound  in  honour  not  to  decline  ff  anding  for  Hamp- 

“  {hire 


fwearfealty  to  the  Stuart  himfe]  f,  although 
they  had  refufed  both,  to  a  prince,  who 

had 

4<  (hire,  at  the  next  general  ele&ion,  Lord  Bute  Is 
“  firmly  perfuaded,  thatthe  Prince  will  by  no  means 
defire  it  of  him;  but  he  does  out  of  real  friend- 
iC  (hip  to  Mr.  Legge  befeech  him  to  confider  very 
ferioufly,  whether,  after  triumphing  over  the 
Prince's  inclinations  at  prefent ,  Lord  Bute  has  any 
44  method  left  of  removing  prejudices ,  that  the  late  un- 
44  happy  occurrences  have  Jlrongly  imprefjed  the  Prince 
u  with,  than  by  being  enabled  to  allure  him,  that 
Mr.  Legge  will,  as  far  as  /hall  be  in  his  power, 
44  co-operate  with  his  Royal  Highnefs’s  wifhes  at 
44  the  next  general  eleflion/' 

Mr.  Legge  returned  the  following  final  anfwer  ; 

4t  Tho’  in  fa  &  Mr.  Legge  has  been  fo  unhappy,  as 
u  to  find  himfelf  oppofed  to  the  Prince  of  Wales’s 
44  inclinations,  yet  as  to  intention,  Mr.  Legge  feels 
44  himfelf  entirely  blamelefs  ;  and  has  too  high  a  ve- 
46  neration  for  the  Prince  of  W ales’s  j  uftice  to  think, 
44  he  will  conceive  lafting  prejudices  againfl:  any 
“  Man,  for  refilling  thofe  inclinations,  of  which 
44  he  was  totally  ignorant. 

<c  As  Mr.  Legge  flatters  himfelf  thisconfideratiort 
44  will  induce  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  forgive  hisen— 
44  tering  into  engagements  with  the  county  of  South- 
44  ampton,  he  is  certain,  that  his  Royal  Highnefs 
44  will  not  condemn  his  adhering  to  thofe  Engage- 
44  ments,  when  entered  into. 

44  God  forbid,  Mr.  Legge  fhould  be  fufpe£ed  of 
44  triumphing  over  the  Prince  of  Wales’s  inclina- 

44  tions!  thecontrary  was  fo  much  his  intention,  that 

44  from  the  moment  he  difeovered  which  way  thofe 

C  44  inclina*- 


Lad  pardoned  their  unprovoked  difloyal- 
ty.  They  fa w,  and  in  that  they  placed 
their  joy,  not  only  one  of  the  name,  but  of 


inclinations  lay,  there  was  no  endeavour  he  did 
not  ufe,  to  avoid  the  difpute  with  honor  ;  nor  did 
<c  Mr.  Legge  exert  himfelf,  either  in  point  of  ex- 
pence  or  perfonal  application,  till  all  compromife 
<c  being  rejected,  he  had  no  other  part  left  to  a£t. 

cc  Mr.  Legge  is  obliged  to  Lord  Bute  for  the 
Ct  friendfhip  he  exprefTes  toward  him.  Surely  his 
46  Lordfhip  cannot  doubt  but  that  Mr.  Legge  fhould 
be  extremely  glad,  if  he  could  find  himfelf  in  luch 
a  fituation,  as  would  permit  him  to  have  the  ho  - 
nour  of  obeying  the  Prince  of  Wales’s  commands, 
<c  and  feconding  his  wifhes,  without  breaking  the 
faith  he  has  openly  and  publicly  pledged  to  the 
“  county  of  Southampton.  This  if  he  were  to  do, 
*c  he  fhould  forfeit  all  title  to  the  Prince  of  Wales’s 
“  countenance  and  prote&ion  as  certainly,  as  he 
<c  knows  he  fhould  forfeit  his  Royal  Highnefs’s  pri- 
vate  good  opinion.” 

Here  the  correfpondence  ended.  His  late  Majefty 
died  the  year  following,  and  at  the  end  of  the  firft 
feflion  of  parliament,  after  his  prefent  Majefty’s  ac- 
ceffion,  Mr.  Legge  was  difmifled,  or,  as  he  chofe  to 
exprefs  it,  turned  out ,  after  having  ferved  the  crown 
and  the  public,  in  his  department,  during  that  feffion5 
with  his  ufual  ability  and  fidelity. 

He  had  abundant  refources,  in  his  own  mind,  to 

* 

reconcile  him  to  private  life,  and  might  have  had  his 
difgrace  glofied  over  by  a  favor,  which  he  declined* 
He  faid,  it  was  his  duty  to  fubmit,  but  not  to  ap¬ 
prove.  He  had  the  more  valuable  and  independent 
fatisfadlion,  foon  after  the  event,  to  be  unanimoufly 
chofen  to  reprefent  the  county  of  Southampton,  at 
the  general  ele&ion. 


die  family  and  principles  of  Stuart,  bid¬ 
ding  fair,  by  gigantic  ilrides,  to  afcend 
the  higheft  feat  of  power.  Their  long 
wifhed  for  halcyon  days  they  thought 
were  now  in  view.  The  flaviih  and  arbi¬ 
trary  dodtrines,  which  they  had  imbibed 
with  their  milk,  they  hoped  to  fee  foon 
eftablifhed  as  the  laws  of  the  land.  Thefe 
true  T ories,  true  Scots,  and  in  their  hearts 
true  Jacobites,  depended  upon  the  Fa¬ 
vourite  for  a  total  fubverfion  of  that  fyf- 

tem,  which  had  hitherto  excluded  them 
from  any  fhare  in  the  government,  and 
their  tenets  from  any  countenance. 

It  twas  now  obvious  to  ail  mankind, 
that  the  Earl  of  B.  was  endeavouring 
to  form  a  Tory  miniftry,  that  is,  a  mi- 
niftry  of  fuch  men  as  had  been  diftin- 
gui/hed  by  their  difaffedtion  to  the  houfe 
of  Hanover ;  had,  like  himfelf,  high 
notions  of  the  prerogative,  and  were 
alfo  enemies  to  the  principles  of  the  re¬ 
volution.  If  it  were  natural  for  him 
to  affociate  with  fuch  kinds  of  men, 
anu  efleem  them  beyond  all  others,  yet 
lie  ought  to  have  conlldered,  that  for 

C  2  the 
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the  fatisfa&ion  of  the  people,  and  more 
efpecially  for  the  happinefs  of  his  too  in¬ 
dulgent  Matter,  they  were  extremely  unfit 
for  the  purpofes  he  intended  them.  But 
thefe  do  not  feem  to  be  points,  to  which 
he  ever  paid  the  lead:  regard.  The  grati¬ 
fication  of  his  own  unbounded  ambition, 
was  the  foie  objedt  of  his  attention.  Yet 
he  had  ftill  the  misfortune,  notwithftand- 
ing  he  had  gained  the  poll  of  fecretary  of 
ttate,  to  be  unable  to  worm  out  Mr.  Pitt; 
whom  he  confidered  as  the  only  bar  to  the 
execution  of  his  defigns.  He  durft  not 
advife  the  difiniflion  of  that  minifter ;  the 
confequences  of  which  might  prove  fatal 
to  himfelf,  and  deftroy  his  whole  plot. 
He  therefore  waited,  not  doubting  but 
that  time  and  intrigue  would  furnifh  op¬ 
portunities,  for  accompliihing  that  by 
degrees,  which  his  own  fmall  tttare  of 
common  fenfe,  told  him  was  not  pru¬ 
dent  to  be  done  all  at  once. 

Fortunately  for  him,  about  this  period, 
a  negociation  for  peace  was  fet  on  foot, 
in  confequence  of  an  application  from 
France,  who  forefeeing  the  divifions 

which 
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which  would  ftiortly  cnfue  In  the  Britiih 
councils  and  nation,  under  the  aufpices 
of  the  Favourite  and  his  faction,  refolved, 
by  the  arts  of  a  cunning  minifter  to  im¬ 
prove  them ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  if 
poffible,  to  get  at  the  fecrets  of  the  ftate. 
By  the  too  great  opennefs  of  fome,  and 
the  unpardonable  treachery  of  others, 
theie  is  reafon  to  believe  the  fucceeded 
but  too  well  in  her  defigns.  As  for  Mr. 
Pitt,  he  remained  fteadily  attached  to 
the  true  interefts  of  his  Sovereign,  with 
the  unfhaken  fidelity  of  an  boneft  mini¬ 
fter  :  he  neither  revealed  the  fecrets  of 
the  ftate,  nor  betrayed  the  weaknefs  of 
his  country.  While  this  negotiation  was 
on  foot,  France  entered  into  a  clofe  and 
firm  union  with  Spain,  grounded  not  a- 
lone  upon  important  confiderations  re- 
ipedting  futurity,  but  likewife,  upon  im¬ 
mediate  hoftile  views,  againft  both  Great 
Britain  and  Portugal ;  for  her  minifter  in 
London  had  too  much  penetration  not  to 
perceive,  from  the  conduit  of  the  Favou¬ 
rite,  and  his  exclufive  enjoyment  of  the 
royal  ear,  that  a  change  in  the  Englifh 

^  3  nainiftry 
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miniftry  mu  ft  inevitably  happen  in  a  fhort 
time,  and  then  France,  ftrengthened  with 
that  alliance,  and  England  embarraffed 
with  a  new  war  in  Portugal,  might  from 
a  minifter  lefs  able  and  firm  than  Mr. 
Pitt,  obtain  fuch  a  peace,  as  at  this  in- 
ftant  fhe  could  not  hope  for.  Of  this 
very  alarming  connexion,  Mr.  Pitt  had 
the  moft  early  and  authentic  intelligence, 
together  with  the  moftpofitive  affurances, 
from  perfons  of  undoubted  veracity,  who 
are  at  this  hour  in  no  common  fp here  of 
life.  About  the  fame  time  M.  Buss y, 
the  French  minifter  in  London,  deliver¬ 
ed  to  Mr.  Pitt  a  memorial  from  Spain, 
defil  ing  that  fome  differences,  which  fub- 
lifted  between  England  and  her,  might 
be  fettled,  at  the  fame  time  as  thofe  with 
France.  This  was  a  proceeding  extreme¬ 
ly  irregular,  as  Spain  had  a  minifter  of 
her  own  at  the  Britifh  court ;  who,  when 
applied  to,  haughtily  avowed  and  juftified 
this  infolent  behaviour.  Mr.  Pitt  re¬ 
turned  the  memorial  as  inadmijfible.  It  is 
proper  to  remark  j  that  fome  time  before, 
§.  memorial  from  the  Englifti  miniftry, 

had 
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had  been  prefented  to  the  Spanifh  court, 
relating  to  the  points  in  difpute  with 
Spain,  and  returned  as  inadmijjible.  This 
memorial,  which  was  very  interesting  to 
the  public,  was  (for  certain  reafons, 
which  perhaps  only  the  Favourite  can 
explain)  never  publifhed  in  the  garbled 
colledion  of  “  papers  relative  to  the  rup- 
“  ture  with  Spain,”  though  undoubtedly 
it  would  have  been  of  real  confequence, 
to  fee  not  only  the  matter,  but  the  man¬ 
ner  of  expreffion  ; .  as  Mr.  Pitt  after¬ 
wards  publicly  declared,  he  made  the  re- 
fulal  of  that  memorial,  the  precedent  of 
his  conduct  with  refped  to  the  memo¬ 
rial  fent  over  verbatim  from  Spain,  and 
delivered  by  M.  Bussy.  But  juftice  and 
impartiality  did  not  ferve  the  views  of 
the  Favourite. 

From  this  Grange  condudof  France, 
in  her  management  of  Spain,  and  her  am- 
baffador  undertaking  the  Catholic  King’# 
bufinefs,  Mr.  Pitt  was  confirmed  in  his 
fufpicions,  that  France  was  not  at  pre- 
fent fmcere  in  her  defire  for  peace.  There¬ 
fore  the  negotiation  broke  off. 

C  4  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  III. 

Mr .  Pitt  and  Lord  Temple  declare  againjl 
Spain.  Are  counter  aided  by  the  Favourite , 
*who  denies  their  havinghad  any  intelligence 
of  the  family  comp  aid.  Is  contradicted 
and  convinced  of  his  error  by  Lord  Temple . 
Lord  Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt  take  their 
leaves  of  the  council .  Lord  Granville’s 
high  opinion  of  them.  Mr.  Pitt  re  liens . 
Is  calumniated  by  the  Favourite  and  his 
fadhon.  Explains  his  rejignation.  The 
Favourite’s  plan  of  government.  Lord 
Temple  refgns.  Cowardice  oj  the  mini¬ 
fry.  War  declared  againft  Spain.  Lord 
Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt  applauded. 

MR.  Pitt,  foreseeing  a  war  with 
Spain  inevitable, inftantly  prepared 
for  it.  And  being  on  this  occafion,  as  he 
had  been  on  every  other,  lirmly  Supported 
by  his  brother.  Lord  Temple,  they  Sub¬ 
mitted  their  advice,  in  writing,  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  “  to  recall  Lord  Bristol,”  at  that 

time, 


4gme,  the  Britifh  ambaflador  at  Madrid.^ 
But  the  Favourite  by  his  arts,  . and  perni¬ 
cious  counfels,  had  fo  managed  matters, 
that  the  credit  and  influence  of  thefe 
illuftrious  perfonages,  were  conliderably 
weakened.  They  were  not  infenfible 
of  it.  But  this  being  the  happy  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  obliging  Spain  to  declare  her- 
felf,  and  this  being  bufinefs  of  the  ut- 
moft  importance  to  the  public,  they  re- 
folved,  againft  whatever  oppofition  might 
be  formed,  to  attempt  this  fignal  fervice 
for  their  country.  After  it  had  been  de¬ 
liberated  three  times  in  the  cabinet,  Mr. 

Pitt  faw  his  influence  in  the  State,  fo 

_  —  » 

*  Some  time  after,  Lord  Temple,  in  a  great 
affembly,  after  recommending  unanimity  in  the 
flrongeft  terms,  did  declare,  “  That  he  would  make 
46  but  one  obfervation  upon  all  that  had  been  faid, 
cc  relative  to  the  Family  Compadf,  viz.  that  it  was 
iC  allowed  to  have  been  fio-ned  in  Auo-ufL  ratified  in 

O  O' 

the  firlt  week  of  September,  and  the  written  advice 
“  was  given  and  dated  on  the  1 8th  of  the  fame 
<c  month.”  Upon  which  the  Favourite  afierted, 
<c  That  there  was  no  intelligence  of  fuch  a  fa£l,  fo 
confiituted,  at  that  time.”  To  which  Lord 
Temple  replied,  cc  That  there  was  intelligence  of 
the  higheft  moment,  relative  to  thole  matters  at 
<c  that  time  ;  that  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  publifh 
cc  it,  but  would  refrejh  his  lordfhip’s  memory  in 
private,”  which  he  accordingly  did, 

loft,. 
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!ofl,  that  only  his  faithful  friend  Lord 
Temple,  adhered  to  his  opinion.  They 
now  found  it  was  time  to  refign,  and 
that  their  relignations  were  ardently 
wiffied  for,  by  the  Favourite. 

When  they  were  about  taking  their 
leaves  of  the  third  and  lad  council,  fum- 
moned  to  deliberate  on  the  condudl  of 
Spain,  Lord  Granville  (then  lord  pre- 
iident)  expreffed,  in  his  own  nervous  and 
manly  eloquence,  “  His  very  high  opi- 
ni°n  °f  their  confummate  wifdom,  pe¬ 
netration,  honour  and  integrity,  and  in 
a  moll:  particular  and  emphatical  man- 
“  ner,  mentioned  the  great  number  of  in- 
“  furmountable  difficulties  which  they 
*c  had  had  to  druggie  with.”  No  other 
proofs  need  be  given,  than  the  words  of 
this  great  man,  of  the  difficulties,  which 
rendered  it  impoffible  for  thele  difinte- 
refled  patriots,  to  continue  in  the  fervice 
ol  their  country. 

Aitho’  the  King  declared  to  Mr.  Pitt 
when  that  Minider  refigned,  which  was 
on  the  <jtn  oi  October  iy6i,  that  he  was 
very  forry  to  part  with  fo  able  a  fervant ; 

yet 
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yet  the  Favourite,  with  a  meannefs  and 
malice  peculiar  to  himfelf,  inftantly  fet 
all  his  creatures  to  work  in  every  public 
place,  and  in  all  the  public  papers,  to  re¬ 
vile,  alperfe  and  libel  the  character  of 
that  great  man.  The  gazette  itfelf  was 
proftituted  to  ferve  his  low  and  bafe  ar¬ 
tifices  :  he  purpofely  poftponed  the  ac¬ 
count  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  refignation,  for  fe- 
veral  days,  in  order  that  one  of  the  footh~ 
ing  declarations  from  Spain  might  appear 
along  v/ith  it,  by  way  of  giving  the  lie 
to  Mr.  Pitt’s  opinion  of  the  Spanifh 
intentions  *.  The  torrent  of  fcandalous 

and 

*  The  following  are  the  articles  which  appeared 
in  the  London  Gazette  of  October  10  ; 

Madrid ,  Sept.  4.  A  report  having  been  lately 
fpread  here,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  Jail:  letters  from 
France,  as  if  there  was  reafon  to  apprehend  an  im¬ 
mediate  rupture  between  our  court  and  that  of  Great 
Britain  ;  we  underhand,  that  the  Spanifh  minifters, 
in  a  converfation  which  they  had  lately  with  the 
Earl  of  Briftol,  ambafTador  extraordinary  from  his 
Britannick  Majefty,  exprefled  their  concern  thereat, 
and  declared  very  explicitly  to  his  Excellency,  that, 
on  the  part  of  their  court*  there  was  not  the  leaft 
ground  for  any  fuch  apprehenfions,  as  the  Catholic 
King  had,  at  no  time,  been  more  intent  upon  culf 
tivating  a  good  correfpondence  with  England,  than 
in  the  prefent  conjun&ure. 

St, 
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and  illiberal  abufe,  which  was  at  this 
time  poured  forth  by  the  orders  of  the 
Favourite,  Ihewed  that  he  dreaded  no- 
thing  lo  much  as  the  name  and  reputation 
of  Mr.  Pitt  j  and  the  wicked  practice  of 
corruption  which  was  inftantiy  had  re- 
courfe  to,  alfo  Ihewed  how  much  he  fear¬ 
ed,  left  Mr.  Pitt  Ihould  regain  his  influ¬ 
ence  in  the  ftate.  The  body  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  however,  to  their  eternal  honour,  paid 
no  regard  to  the  incredible  Ihoals  of  in- 
vedtives  and  fcurrility  thrown  outagainft 
lo  able  a  minifter  ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
unanimoufly  fpoke  of  his  ineftimable  fer- 

..  St- Jones's,  Off.  9.  The  Right  Honourable  Wil- 
Jum  Pjtt  having  refigncd  the  feai's  into  the  Kind’s 

!ITf’  ("SfPlJajefty  W3S  th'S  dzy  pleafed  to  aPP^nt 

the  Earl  of  Egremont,  to  be  one  of  his  Majefty’s 
poncipal  fecretaries  of  Rate.  And,  in  confideration 

p-^he,?re.a‘  and  7P°rilant  Services  of  the  faid  Mr. 
r.it,  his  Majefty  has  been  gradually  pleafed  to  di- 

rTefa  tY  parra'u-  be  preparcd  for  granting  to  the 
Lady  Heller  Pitt,  his  wife,  a  Barony  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  by  the  name  ftjle,  and  title  of  Baronefs  of 
Cnatham,  to  herfelr,  and  of  Baron  of  Chatham  to 

lVUKe'rS  pla  C  c-/nd  aIf°  toconfer  upon  the  faid 

?mnP'r’  3n  anmjity  of  three  thoufand 

t  aerl,"S’  dur''\  his  own  Hfe,  and  that  of 
Lsdy  Heller  Pitt,  and  their.fon  John  Pitt,  Elq; 

vices. 
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vices,  in  fuch  terms,  as  could  only  be  dic¬ 
tated  by  the  higheft  fenfe  of  gratitude*. 

The 


*  Mr,  Pitt  finding  himfelf  traduced,  day  after  day, 
in  the  public  papers,  explained  the  true  caufes  of  his 
and  Lord  Temple’s  refignations,  in  the  following  let¬ 
ter,  to  his  friend  in  the  city. 

Dear  Sir, 

i(  Finding,  to  my  great  furprife,  that  the  caufe  and 
manner  of  my  refigning  the  feals,  is  grofly  mifrepre- 
fented  in  the  city,  as  well  as  that  the  moft  gracious  and 
fpontaneous  marks  of  his  Majefty’s  approbation  of  my 
fervices,  which  marks  followed  my  refignation,  have 
been  infamoufly  traduced  as  a  bargain  for  my  forfak- 
ing  the  public,  I  am  under  a  neceflity  of  declaring  the 
truth  of  both  thefe  faCts,  in  a  manner  which  I  am 
fure  no  gentleman  will  contradict ;  a  difference  of 
opinion  with  regard  to  meafures  to  betaken  againft 
Spain,  of  the  higheft  importance  to  the  honour  of  the 
crown,  and  to  the  moft  efTential  national  interefts, 
and  this  founded  on  what  Spain  had  already  done,  not 
on  what  that  court  may  farther  intend  to  do,  was  Vhe 
caufe  of  my  refigning  the  feals.  Lord  Temple  and  I 
fubmitted  in  writing,  and  figned  by  us,  our  moft 
humble  fentiments  to  his  Majefty,  which  being  over¬ 
ruled  by  the  united  opinion  of  all  the  reft  of  the 
King's  fervants,  I  refigned  the  feals  on  Monday  the 
5th  of  this  month,  in  order  not  to  remain  refponlible 
for  meafures,  which  I  was  no  longer  allowed  to  guide* 
Moft  gracious  public  marks  of  his  Majefty’s  approba¬ 
tion  of  my  fervices  followed  my  refignation  :  They 
are  unmerited  and  unfolicited,  and  I  fhall  ever  be 
proud  to  have  received  them  from  the  beft  of  Sove¬ 
reigns. 

i  will  now  only  add,  my  dear  Sir,  that  I  have  ex- 
gained  thefe  matters  only  for  the  honour  of  truth,  not 


The  Earl  of  B.  now  took  the  lead  in 
the  adminiftration,  and  in  all  public  bufi- 
nefs,  whether  of  a  foreign,  or  domeftic 
nature,  without  whofe  concurrence  no¬ 
thing  could,  nor  was  even  attempted  to  be 
done.  His  whole  idea  of  government  j 
was  taken  from  that  filly  paper,  delivered 
fome  years  ago  to  the  chiefs  of  the  Tory 
oppofition,  which  the  reader  may  fee  in 
the  note  It  is  curious,  only  becaufe  it 

con- 

in  any  view  to  court  return  of  confidence  from  any 
man,  who  with  a  credulity,  as  weak  as  it  is  injurious7 
has  thought  fit  haftily  to  withdraw  his  good  opinion’ 
from  one  who  has  lerved  his  country  with  fidelity 
and  fuccefs ;  and  who  juffly  reveres  the  upright  and 

candid  judgment  of  it;  little  felicitous  about  the  cen- 

fures  of  the  capricious  and  the  ungenerous  :  accept 

my  fincereft  acknowledgments  for  allyour  kind  friend- 

Imp,  and  believe  me  ever  with  truth  and  efteem 
061.  14,  My  dear  Sir,  * 

■*7^5*  1C  our  faithful  friend, 

W.  PITT. 

There  was  no  genuine  anfwer  to  this  letter,  as 
was  pretended  in  the  public  papers,  at  that  time. 

*  “  His  Royal  Highnefs  has  authorifed  Lord  T. 
and  Sir  F.  D.  to  give  the  mod:  pofitive  aflurances 
to  the  gentlemen  in  the  oppofition,  of  his  upright  in*^ 
tendons  ;  that  he  is  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  dif- 
t  relies  and  calamities  that  have  betel,  and  are  every 

dz-f 
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contains  thatcontemptibleplanof  govern¬ 
ment,  which  theFavouritepurfued.  While 

this 


day  more  likely  to  befal  this  country;  and  therefore 
invites  all  well-wifhers  to  this  country,  and  its  con¬ 
futation,  to  coalife  and  unite  with  him,  and  upon  the 
following  principles  only. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  promifes  and  will  declare  it 
openly,  that  it  is  his  intention  to  totally  aholifli  any 
diftindtions  for  the  future,  of  parties  ;  and  as  far  as 
lies  in  his  power,  and  as  foon  as  it  does  lie  in  his 
power,  to  take  away  for  ever,  all  profcription  from 
any  let  of  men  whatever,  who  are  friends  to  thecon- 
iii tution ;  and  therefore  will  promote  for  the  prefen t, 
and  when  it  is  in  his  power,  will  immediately  grant, 

Firft,  A  bill  to  impower  all  gentlemen  to  a 61  as 
juftices  of  peace, paying  land-tax  for  300 1.  per  annum, 
in  any  county  where  he  intends  to  ferve. 

Secondly,  Hi s  Royal  Highnefs  promifes  in  like 
manner  to  lupport,  and  forthwith  grant,  whenever 
he  (hall  have  it  in  his  power,  a  bill  to  create  and  efta- 
blifli  a  numerous  and  effe&ual  militia,  throughout 
the  kingdom, 

1  hirdly,  His  Royal  Highnefs  promifes  in  like  man¬ 
ner,  to  promote  and  fupport,  and  likewife  grant, 
when  it  is  in  his  power,  a  bill  to  exclude  all  military 
officers  in  the  land  fervice,  under  the  degree  of  co¬ 
lonels  of  regiments,  and  in  the  fea-fervice,  under  the 
degree  of  rear-admirals,  from  fitting  in  the  hoiife  of 
commons. 

fourthly,  His  Royal  Highnefs  promifes  that  he 
will,  when  in  his  power,  grant  inquiries  into  the 
great  number  of  abufes  in  offices,  and  does  not  doubt 
of  the  affiftance  of  all  honed  men,  to  enable  him  to 
correfi  the  lame  for  the  future. 


Fifthly, 
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Ciiis  plan  remained  in  theory  only,  a  few 
weak  men  cried  it  up,  as  a  mafter-piece 

of 


Fifthly,  His  Royal  Highnefs  promifes,  and  will 
openly  declare,  that  he  will  make  no  agreement  with, 
or  join  in  the  fupport  of  any  adminiftration  whatever, 
without  previoully  obtaining  the  above-mentioned 
points  in  behalf  of  the  people,  and  for  the  fake  of 
good  government.  Upon  thefe  conditions,  and  thefe 
conditions  only,  his  Royal  Highnefs  thinks  he  has  a 
right  not  to  doubt  of  having  a  molt  cordial  fupport, 
from  all  thofe  good  men,  who  mean  their  country 
and  this  conftitution  well,  and  that  they  will  become 
his  and  his  family’s  friends,  and  unite  with  him  to 
promote  the  good  government  of  this  country  ;  and 
that  they  will  follow  him,  upon  thefe  principles,  both 
in  court  and  out  of  court;  and  if  he  fhould  live  to 
form  an  adminiftration,  it  fhall  be  compofed,  without 
diftin&ion,  of  men  of  dignity,  knowledge  and  pro¬ 
bity.  His  Royal  Highnefs,  farther  promifes  to  accept 
of  no  more,  if  offered  to  him,  than  800000  /.  for  hi$ 
civil  lift,  by  way  of  rent-charge.” 

Anfwer  to  the  foregoing  Propofah 

The  Lords  and  Gentlemen  to  whom  a  paper  has 
been  communicated,  containing  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Prince’s  gracious  intentions  upon  feveral  weighty 
and  important  points,  of  the  greateft  confequence  to 
the  honour  and  intereft  of  his  Majefty’s  government, 
and  abfolutely  neceftary  for  the  reftoring,  and  perpe¬ 
tuating  the  true  ufe  and  defign  of  parliament;  the  puri¬ 
ty  of  our  excellent  conftitution,  and  the  happinefs  and 
welfare  of  the  whole  nation, do  thereinwith  the  greateft 
fatisfa&ion  obferve,  and  moft  gratefully  acknowledge, 
the  upright.nefs  and  generofity  of  his  Royal  Highnefs’s 
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of  policy :  but  lince  it  has  been  carried  in¬ 
to  practice,  the  whole  kingdom  has  con¬ 
demned  it  as  a  mafter-piece  of  folly. 

The  Earl  of  Egr  emont  fucceeded  to 
Mr. Pitt’s  office,  being  every  way  quali¬ 
fied  for  the  purpofes  of  theFavourite.  Lord 
Temple  was  out  of  town  when  Mr, 
Pitt  refigned,  but  returned  a  few  days 
after,  and  immediately  refigned  his  office 
of  Lord  Privy  Seal,  For  fome  time  this 
high  office  was  vacant,at  length  theDuke 
of  Bedford  was  appointed  to  fill  it. 


noble  fentiments  and  refolutions.  And  therefore 
beg  leave  to  return  their  moft  dutiful  and  humble 
thanks  for  the  fame,  and  to  affure  his  Royal  High- 
nefs,  that  they  will  conftantly  and  Readily  ufe  their 
utmoft  endeavours  to  fupport  thofe  his  wife  and  fa- 
lutary  purpofes,  that  the  throne  maybe  ftrength- 
ened,  religion  and  morality  encouraged,  faction 
and  corruption  deftroyed,  the  purity  and  effence 
of  parliament  reftored,  and  the  happinefs  and  wel¬ 
fare  of  our  conftitution  preferved. 


When  the  above  anfwer  was  returned  to  the  Prince, 

there  were  prefent, 


The  Duke  of  B . 
The  Earl  of  L . 
The  Earl  of  T. 
The  Earl  of  W. 
The  Earl  of  S. 
Lord  F. 
Lord  IV.  j 


Sir  Wat.  Wil.  W. 
Sir  John  H.  C. 
Sir  Walter  B . 

Sir  Robert  G . 
Mr.  F. 

Mr.  P . 

Mr.  a 
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The  moment  Mr. Pitt  was  departed 
from  the  helm,  the  new  minifters,  un¬ 
der  the  dire&ions  of  the  Favourite, 
adopted  a  very  different  plan,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  meafures  with  Spain,  from 
that  propofed  by  the  late  minifter.  They 
chofe  to  proceed  by  the  tardy  fteps  of  an 
Ambafladorj  and  when  upwards  of  three 
months  had  been  trifled  away,  in  dis¬ 
patching  memorials,  letters^  anfwers, 
&c.*  a  declaration  of  war  againft  Spain 
came  fneaking  out,  in  January  1762, 

*  “  Whoever  confiders  the  Situation  of  Spain, 
(unprepared  as  fhe  was  at  the  time  the  written  ad¬ 
vice  was  given)  with  refpe£lto  her  ports,  her  (hips  of 
war  in  thofe  ports,  her  colonies,  her  commerce,  her 
own ,  as  zvell  as  the  riches  of  France ,  on  board  her 
Jhips ,  can  never  fufficiently  lament  the  lofs  of  an 
autumnal  campaign.  If  we  add  that  the  Reet  of  Eng¬ 
land  was  at  no  time  fo  formidable,  her  feamen  never 
io  full  of  fpirit,  and  fl  lifted  with  repeated  victories  ; 
in  Europe  only,  upwards  of  140  fhips  of  war  ;  in 
other  parts  of  the  world,  above  100  more  ;  we 
mutt  fink  in  amazement  at  our  fupinenefs  and 
neglect  of  fo  critical  a  period.”  Mr.  Wilkes's  cb- 
fervations  on  the  Spanifo  papers ,  page  28. 

Nov.  2.  17 61.  “  Two  fhips  have  lately  arrived 
at  Cadiz,  with  very  extraordinary  rich  cargoes, 
from  the  Well' Indies ;  fo  that  all  the  wealth  that  was 
expefled  from  Spanifl)  America ,  is  now  fafe  in  Old 
Spain.'’  Lord  BriftoPs  letter,  in  the  Spanifh  pa¬ 
pers,  page  29.  quarto  edit* 

which 
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which  ought  to  have  appeared  in  the 
preceding  September ;  for  at  both  pe¬ 
riods,  the  neceflity  was  juft  the  fame. 
And  it  is  evident,  from  the  conduct  o f 
the  British  minifters,  in  this  matter. 


that  if  Spain  had  chofen  to  continue 
evading  and  procraftinating,  fhe  might 
eafily  have  gained  another  three  or  four 
months,  to  arm  and  make  preparations ; 
for  fo  low  did  their  pulfe  beat,  after 
Mr.  Pitt’s  refignation,  that  they  durft 
not  venture  to  declare  war,  until  preci¬ 


pitated  upon  it  by  the  rafhnefs  of  the 
enemy.  This  being  apparent  to  the 
whole  world,  the  miniftry,  and  more 
particularly  the  Favourite,  were  pur- 
fued  and  perfecuted,  with  the  indigna¬ 
tion  and  refentment  of  the  honeft  part 
of  their  countrymen;  who  now'  clearly 
faw  the  wifdom  and  rectitude  of  the 
meafure  propofed  by  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Lord  Temple,  and  therefore  did  not 
fail  to  teftify  anew,  their  ftncere  vene¬ 
ration,  for  thofe  truly  honourable  and 
refpedtable  patriots. 
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CHAP. 


CHAP.  IV. 

Debate  on  the  fupply  granted  for  the  King 
of  Portugal.  Speeches  of  Mr.  Glover , 
Lord  George  Sackville ,  and  Mr.  Pitt. 

NOtwithftanding  the  unprovoked 
treatment,  which  Mr.  Pitt  had 
met  with  from  the  Favourite  and  his  in- 
.ftruments,  yet  he  did  not  enter  into  a 
factious  oppofition ;  but  behaved  in  his 
retirement  with  that  ferenityand  dignity, 
which  was  fo  worthy  of  his  character, 
and  of  his  fincere  defire  to  promote  the 
real  welfare  of  his  country.  So  far  from 
oppofing  government,  or  deferting  the 
public,  at  this  very  critical  juncture,  he 
poured  forth  his  manly  eloquence  to 
rtrengthen  the  hands,  and  to  give  refo- 
lution  and  lpirit,  to  a  feeble  and  irrefo- 
lute  adminiftration.  His  zeal  for  the 
public,  his  firmnefs,  fpirit,  and  mode¬ 
ration,  were  no  lefs  admired,  than  the  fo- 
lid  wifdom,  deep  policy,  and  heroic  mag¬ 
nanimity  of  his  counfels.  When  a  fupply 
of  one  million  was  defired,  to  affift  the 
King  of  Portugal, Mr.PlT  t  behaved,  not 

like 
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like  a  difeontented  opponent,  determined 
to  oppofe  implicitly,  but  on  this  occafion 
nobly  fupported  the  caufe  of  his  country, 
and  its  ally  the  King  of  Portugal.  He 
wiffied  to  fave  Portugal,  not  by  an  ill- 
timed  and  penurious,  but  by  a  moft 
efficacious  and  adequate  affiffance. 

There  was  one  gentleman  indeed,[Mr. 
Glover]  who  endeavoured  to  reprefent 
the  King  of  Portugal  as  having  violated 
his  engagements  with  the  Engliffi  mer¬ 
chants,  in  the  wine  trade,  who  had  made 
fome  complaints,  which  he  apprehended 
had  not  been  attended  to,  by  the  late  mi- 
nifter,  therefore  he  thought  the  King  of 
Portugal  had  no  right  to  expedt  anyaffift- 
ance  from  England.— And  there  was  a 
noble  Lord[LordGEORGE  SackvilleJ 
who  aimed  at  fhewing  the  difference  ia 
the  expence  of  Queen  Anne’s  war  and 
the  prefent ;  that  tho’  in  the  former  he 
faid,  we  had  near  180,000  troops  em¬ 
ployed  on  the  continent,  and  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  not  above  one  half  the  number,  vet 
the  expence  now  was  much  greater  than 
at  that  time,  which  he  thought  mud;  be 
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Owing  to  a  want  of  (Economy  in  the  ma* 
nagers  of  the  German  war.  He  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  expence  the  nation  had 
been  at,  was  fo  great,  it  was  impoffible 
to  raife  any  further  fupplies ;  that  there¬ 
fore,  he  feared  he  thould  fee  the  time 

*  » 

■when  we  fhould  come  to  a  full  flop  for 
want  of  money  to  carry  on  the  war  •,  that 
he  bled  to  fee  hiscountry  in  fuchdiflrelfed 
circumftances  j  and  concluded  with  hop¬ 
ing  he  Ihould  not  fee  the  time,  when  we, 
as  a  conquering  nation,  fhould  be  ob¬ 
liged  to  aik  a  peace  of  thofe,  who  ought 
to  beg  it  of  us. 

But  thefe  fparks  of  oppofition  were 
extinguifhect  in  an  inftant,  by  Mr.  Pi  T  t, 
who  pointed  out  the  neceffity  of  con¬ 
tinuing  the  German  war,  and  of  affift- 
ing  the  King  of  Portugal.  And  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  in  times  of  war,  connexions 
with  the  continenthad  always  been  found 
political, except  in  the  four  unhappy  reigns 
of  theStuarts.  Then,  turning  about  to  fe- 
veral  perfons,  he  very  jocularly  faid,  you 
who  are  for  continental  meafures,  I  am 
with  you  j  and  you  who  are  for  affi/ling 

the 
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the  King  of  Portugal,  I  am  with  you;  and 
you  who  are  for  putting  an  end  to  the  war, 

I  am  with  you  alfo;  in  fhort,  I  am  the  on¬ 
ly  man  to  be  found  that  am  with  you  all. 
He  then  enumerated  the  fuccefles  which 
had  attended  the  Britifh  arms  in  all  parts 
of  the  world,  and  the  immenfe  advantages 
gained  in  our  trade,  which  would  more 
than  compenfate  the  great  expence  we 
had  been  at ;  and  which  he  obferved  was 
a  confideration  that  had  been  overlooked 
by  thofe  who  were  complaining  of  the 
heavy  burthen  of  the  war ;  and  in  regard 
to  contradting  the  expences,  he  entirely 
agreed  v^ith  thofe  who  were  for  it,  and 
urged,  that  who  ever  would  effedt  this  fa- 
lutary  work,  would  deferve  the  higheft 
encomiums ;  but  he  hoped  a  diftindliort 
would  be  made  between  contradting  the 
expence,  and  contradting  the  operations 
of  the  war,  and  defired  any  one  prefent 
to  (hew  how  the  latter  could  have  been, 
or  might  ftill  be  done  with  fafety :  He 
then  remarked,  that  he  did  not  find  any 
lefs  expence  attended  the  nation  now,  than 
when  he  unworthily  held  the  feals,  or 
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that  more  was  done  ;  and  turning  to  the 
Marquis  of  Granby,  he  obierved,  that 
he  knew  his  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  his 
country  was  fuch,  that  if  he  had  received 
his  orders,  he  was  fure  he  would  not  then 
be  where  he  was.  And  as  to  what  the  no¬ 
ble  Lord  had  faid,  no  one  doubted  his  ca¬ 
pacity,  if  his  heart  was  but  as  good;  that 
for  his  own  part,  he  could  not  tell  the  rea- 
fon  of  the  continental  expences  being 
greater  now  than  in  Queen  Anne’s  time* 
unlefs  it  was  becaufe  provender  and  every 
thing  elfe  in  Germany  was  dearer  now 
than  then,  and  wifhed  the  noble  Lord  had 
explained  that  part  of  his  fpeech,  for  he 
did  not  properly  know  what  to  make  of 
it ;  it  earned  a  fomething  !  a  fufpicion  he 
did  not  well  underftand  !  biit  if  he  meant 
that  there  had  not  been  fair  play  with  the 
money,  he  knew  nothing  of  it;  and  then 
ftretching  out  his  hands,  and  moving  his 
fingers,  faid  they  were  clean,  there  was 
none  of  it  ftuck  to  them  !  and  that  he 
would  fecond  any  perfon,  who  fhould 
move  for  an  enquiry  into  the  money-mat¬ 
ters  ;  he  was  anxious  to  Know  how  it  was 

appro- 
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appropriated,  that  the  whole  truth  might 
come  out :  He  obferved,  that  the  noble 
Lord  had  faid,  he  bled  for  his  country, 
and  he  did  not  wonder  at  it  ;  that  it  was 
his  opinion,  he  ought  to  throw  his  body 
at  his  Majefty’s  feet,  and  there  bleed  at 
every  pore.  He  then  reprefen  ted,  that 
in  confequence  of  our  withdrawing  our 
troops  from  Germany,  Portugal,  and  the 
Low  Countries,  would  become  a  prey  to 
the  French  and  Spaniards;  that  in  point 
of  policy  we  ought  not  to  fuffer  it ;  but 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  bear  Portugal  on 
our  Ihoulders,  but  only  to  fet  him  on  his 
legs,  and  put  a  fword  in  his  hand.  He  af¬ 
firmed,  that  France  was  almolt  a  ruined 
nation,  having  expended  in  the  laft  year 
upwards  of  eight  millions,  and  had  been 
ftill  lofing  :  that  he  knew  the  finances  of 
France,  as  well  as  any  man  in  England  ; 
and  that  we,  by  our  fuccefies,  were  repaid 
for  our  expence;  that  it  was  wrong  and 
unjuft  to  reprefent  Great  Britain  in  fo  de¬ 
plorable  a  ftate,  as  unable  to  carry  on  the 
war  (for  there  were  always  ftrangers  in 
the  gallery,  who  wrote  to  their  friends  in 

Holland, 
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Holland,  an  account  of  what  paffed  in 
that  place,  and  the  Dutch  forwarded  it  to 
the  French)  that  it  was  well  known,  Eng¬ 
land  never  was  better  able  to  fupport  a 
wai  than  at  prelent  ;  that  the  money  for 
this  year  was  raifed,  and  he  would  anfwer 
for  it,  if  we  wanted  1 5  or  20  millions  for 
next  year,  we  might  have  it ;  he  therefore 
ftrongly  recommended  the  million  as  de¬ 
fied  :  that  he  knew  the  cry  which  had 
been  propagated  for  thefe  three  years  ;  You 
wont  be  able  to  raiie  money  to  continue 
the  war  another  year  ;  and  yet  we  all  faw 
the  contrary.  He  affirmed,  that  one  cam¬ 
paign  might  have  iinifhed  the  war;  (al¬ 
luding  to  his  own  propofal  of  demanding 
a  categorical  anfwer  from  Spaing 

And  in  anfwer  to  the  gentleman  who 
had  faid,  that  the  complaints  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  merchants  had  not  been  attend¬ 
ed  to,  he  infilled,  that  fo  far  from  it,  he 
had  fpent  many  nights  in  confidering  them; 
and  referred  that  gentleman  to  what  had 
palled  between  him  and  the  Ambalfador 
‘  of  the  court  of  Portugal,  wherein  thofe 
points  had  been  adjulled.He  then  recom¬ 
mended 
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mended  union  and  harmony  to  the  mini- 
ftn',  and  declar’d  againfl  altercation,  which 
he  faid  was  no  way  to  carry  on  the  pub- 

lie  bufinefs,  and  urged  the  neceffity  of 
profecuting  the  war  with  vigour,  as  the 
only  way  to  obtain  an  honourable,  folid, 
and  lafting  peace ;  and  proved  from  the 
readinefs  with  which  fupplies  had  been 
granted,  there  would  be  little  danger  of 
a  flop  on  that  account,  fo  long  as  the 
money  was  properly  applied,  and  attend¬ 
ed  with  fuccefs. 

C  H  A  P.  V. 

The  national  faith  broke.  Certain  infamous 
correfpondencies.  The  Duke  oj  New- 
cafile  refgnSi 

THE  Favourite  now  finding  himfelf 
foie  minifler,  in  effedt,  though  not 
in  appearance,  refolved  to  treat  the  alli¬ 
ance  with  Pruflia,  in  the  manner  he  had 
ever  wifhed  and  intended,  from  the  mo¬ 
ment  he  had  formed  his  defign  of  beco¬ 
ming  abfolute  premier.  He  therefore  re- 
fu  fed  to  renew  the  treaty  with  that  power, 
which  happened  to  expire  during  his  ad- 

mi- 
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miniftration.  But  to  keep  the  Pruffian 
Refident  in  London,  in  fomc  tort  of  good 
humour  about  it,  he  amufed  him  from 
time  to  time,  with  ftrong  promifes  that 
the  fubfidy  fhould  be  granted,  and  feveral 
of  his  creatures  (who  were  afterwards  his 
minifters)  were  parties  atconferences,held 
for  that  purpofe  :  at  length,  having  kept 
the  Relident  in  fufpence  near  4  months, 
viz.  from  January  to  April  1762,  he  re- 
fufed  to  give  the  money.  The  Advocates 
of  the  Favourite  were  at  this  time  hired 
to  maintain,  that  the  bad  faith  pradtifed 
towards  the  King  of  Pruflia,  was  a  duty 
which  we  owed  to  ourfelves,  and  juftifi- 
able  Dy  the  law  of  nations.  However,  not 
content  with  throwing  this  indelible  ftain 
on  the  faith  of  the  Englilh  nation,  he 
had  recourfe  to  an  artifice  ftill  more  in¬ 
famous,  in  order  to  injure  that  monarch* 
A  correfpondence  was  carried  on,  with 
the  court  of  Peterfburgh,  in  which  the 
minifter  (moft  undoubtedly  without  his 
Majefty’s  knowledge,  for  the  refpedt  to 
the  crown  obliges  us  to  believe  fo)  faid, 
or  inlinuated  in  very  ftrong  terms,  that' 


we 
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we  fhould  behold  with  concern,  the  late 
Emperor  of  Ruffia’s  withdrawing  from, 
the  alliance,  and  recalling  his  troops,from 
the  affiftance  of  the  Emprefs  Queen ;  that 
this  country  did  not  wilh  that  the  King  of 
Pruffia  fhould  be  aggrandized,  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  but  would 
rather  delire  to  fee  that  power  revert  to 
its  primitive  ele&oral  date.  This  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  a  ftiort  Rate  of  the  fait,  in. 
the  language  that  it  comes  from  abroad  ; 
and  it  is  there  added,  that  his  Pruffian 
Majefty  is  poflefled  of  authentic  docu¬ 
ments  tolhewit  j  tranfmittedtohimfrom 
the  court  of  Ruffia. — Another  correfpon- 
dence  was  carried  on  with  the  court  of 
Vienna,  to  whom  the  molt  fcandalouS 
fubmiffions  were  made,  in  order  to  ac- 
complifh  a  reconciliation  between  that 
haughty  court  and  Great  Britain  ;  and  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  an  alliance  *  “  in 
“  confequence  of  fome  conceflions  to  be 

*  Had  this  propofed  alliance  taken  place,  will  any 
man  upon  earth  fay,  we  fhould  have  been  lefs  Ger¬ 
manized  in  this  reign,  than  during  the  late  ? — Was 
it  not  taking  Auftria  again  upon  our  fhoulders  ? 

“  made 
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cc  made  in  Italy,  or  elfewhere This  word 
elfewhere,  is  of  unlimited  latitude,  and 
capable  of  fuch  dangerous  conftrudtion, 
that  confidering  the  fyftem  which  the 
Favourite  was  then  purfuing,  and  to 
whom  this  fubmiffive  propofal  was  made, 
no  other  than  the  inveterate  and  impla¬ 
cable  enemy  of  Pruffia !  there  will 
fcarcely  remain  a  doubt  whofe  domini¬ 
ons  it  was  intended  to  imply. 

This  proftitution  of  national  faith ;  this 
offered  treachery  to  a  monarch,  who  had 
often  been  ftiled  from  the  throne  a  mag¬ 
nanimous  Prince,  and  good  ally;  and 
whofe  alliance  had  been  approved  by  the 
unanimous  voice  of  the  people,  and  had 
received  the  folemn  fandtion  of  both 
houfes  of  parliament ;  cannot  fail  of  raif- 
ing  in  the  mind  of  every  honed:  man,  a 
juft  and  warm  indignation  for  fo  con¬ 
temptible  a  being,  as  could  form  fuch 
bafe  and  fcandalous  projects. 

To  convince  thofe  minifters  of  the 
late  King,  who  had  chofen  to  remain  in 
their  offices,  after  the  expul  lion  of  Lord 
Te  mple  and  Mr.  Pitt,  that  the  Fa¬ 
vourite 
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vourite  meant  to  feize  the  helm  ;  he  Im¬ 
mediately  invaded  their  feveral  depart¬ 
ments  ;  corrupted  their  fecretaries  and 
confidents,  to  betray  to  him  the  bufinefs 
or  fecrets  tranfadfing  in  each.  Indeed, 
men  of  lefs  difoernment  than  the  mini- 
fters  faw,  and  faid,  that  their  date  in  of¬ 
fice  was  but  very  fhort,  when  the  Fa¬ 
vourite  had  given  fuch  a  proof  of  his 
power,  as  the  banifhment  of  Lord  Tem¬ 
ple  and  Mr.  Pitt.  But  for  reafons, 
which  only  concern  themfelves,  they 
chofe  to  enjoy  their  salaries  by  per- 
mijjion.  It  is  nonfen fe  to  fay  that  they 
enjoyed  power  $  for  it  is  notorious,  that 
the  Favourite  arbitrarily  difpofed  of  every 
place,  as  it  became  vacant,  not  only  with¬ 
out  complimenting  them  with  any  kind 
of  folicitation,  but  even  without  their 
knowledge  :  and  in  juftice  it  muft  be 
faid,  that  for  fome  time,  at  leaff,  they 
not  only  filently,  but  meanly,  acquiefced 
in  all  his  meafures.  At  length  feme  of 
them  became  uneafy  under  his  yoke,  and 
finding  that  they  fhould  fhortly  be  turn¬ 
ed  out,  refolved  to  refign. 


The 
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The  Duke  of  Newcastle,  who  was 
firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury,  refigned  on 
the  26th  of  May  1762  ;  for  this  plain 
reafon,  which  his  friends  gave  out,  “  Be - 
"  caufe  he  found  his  influence  was  gone  be - 
“  fore  him.”  Indeed,  his  Grace  had  met 
with  fuch  kind  of  treatment,  as  was  no 
longer  fufterable.  But  this  he  might 
have  forefeen  :  for  no  fenlible  man  about 
St.  James’s  doubted,  (three  days  after 
Mr.  Pitt’s  refignation)  that  his  Grace 
held  the  very  poft,  which  the  Favourite 
was  determined  to  occupy  himfelf.  And 
had  his  Grace,  with  his  adherents,  as 
firmly  attached  themfelves  in  the  hour  of 
danger,  as  they  had  done  during  the 
courfe  of  the  war,  to  thofe  true  friends 
of  their  country,  who  manifefted  by 
their  early  retirement  their  difapproba- 
tion  of  the  Favourite,  and  his  deftruc- 
tive  meafures,  they  might,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility,  have  prevented  thofe  fatal  confe- 
quences,  which  fuch  an  unhappy  want 
of  fidelity  occafioned. 

CHAP. 


CHAP.  vr. 

# 

The  Favourite  made  a  Knight  of  the  Gar* 
ter .  Note  from  the  Monitor ,  <2?* 

account  of  the  profe cation  of  that  paper * 
The  Favourite  made  fir  ft  Lord  of  the 
Treafury .  Sweeps  the  Cocoa  Tree  for  a 
Miniftry .  Carious  account  of  him .  Turns 
out  all  who  had  bee?i  put  in  by  the  Duke 
of  Newc.aJUe*  Bars  up  all  the  avenues 
to  the  Royal  Clofet .  Peace  is  his  only  ob¬ 
ject*  A  number  of  Peers  created .  Lords 
of  the  Bedchamber  in creafed*  The  power 
cf  the  crown  extended, a?id  the  law  evaded \ 

THE  Treafury  being  now  vacated  in 
form,  the  Favourite,  although  eager 
to  mount  this  pinacle  of  power,  refol- 
ved  not  to  do  it,  until  decorated  with  the 
molt  nob!e  Englifh  order  of  the  garter; 
and  for  this  purpofe,  the  very  day  after  the 
Duke  s'refignation,  a  chapter  was  fiim- 
moned  to  meet  at  St.  James’s,  and  the 
Earl  of  Bute  was  invefted  by  his  Sove¬ 
reign,  with  the  eoligns  of  the  order,  at 
the  fame  time  withPri  rice  WilliamHe  nry, 
-  ,  E  third 


third  brother  of  his  Majefty.  TheFavou- 
rite  was  before  a  Knight  of  the  ancient 
Scottifh  order  of  the  Thiftle;  therefore 
this  circumftance  of  changing  the  colour 
of  his  ribband,  wjs  fuch  a  ridiculous  parade 
of  his  own  folly  and  vanity ;  fuch  an 
empty  difplay  of  the  wantonnefs  of 
power;  as  could  only  ferve  to  inflame 
mankind,  without  fecuring  to  either  his 
Royal  Mailer  or  himfelf,  any  folid  ad¬ 
vantages  whatever*.  • 

On  the  fecond  day  after  his  decoration, 
he  entered  the  Treafury,  with  a  fcourge 

in 

*  A  few  days  after  this  extraordinary  tranfao 
tion,  there  was,  in  a  periodical  paper  called  Thd 
Monitor,  the  following  fingular  pafTage,  con¬ 
cerning  the  Abbot  de  Bernis,  the  French  minifter 
and  Favourite  of  M.  de  Pompadour  : 

tc  The  exaltation  of  de  Bernis,  who  was  natu¬ 
rally  of  a  very  amorous  conftitution,  and  feemed 
to  have  no  other  recommendation  than  his  perfon, 
and  art  to  pleafe  the  fair  fex,  provoked  the  nobility 
and  gentry  beyond  all  moderation  :  fo  that  when  he 
was  in  veiled  with  the  order  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in 
the  chapel  of  Verfailles,  there  was,  during  the  cere¬ 
mony,  a  fcroll  of  paper  thrown  out  of  the  gallery 
among  the  Knights,  on  which  was  wrote  a  French 
parody,  on  the  hymn  called  Veni  Creator,  and  is 
thus  tranllated  in  the  third  volume  of  M.  de  Pom¬ 
padour’s  hiftory,  page  52, 


Thou 
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in  one  hand,  and  a  purfe  in  the  other  j 
which  by  the  advice  of  his  ‘virtuous  affo- 

ciate. 

Thou  holy  fpirit,  power  divine, 

Do  thou  for  )•  ranee’s  glory  daign 

On  this  new  minifter  to  fhine, 

And  lighten  up  his  clouded  brain. 

Of  twelve  unlearn’d  thou  heretofore 
Didfi:  raife  up  miracles  to  thee  ; 

Renew  thofe  miracles  once  more. 

By  giving  fenfe  to  poor  Bernis. 

His  bofom  with  thy  flames  po fiefs  ;  • 

On  h  im  the  love  of  Heaven  pour. 

That  he  may  kifs  the  ladies  lefs, 

And  leafi:  of  all - La  Pompadour, 

iC  Bernis  invefled  with  the  rank  of  a  minifter, 
and  decked  out  with  a  blue  ribbon,  could  not, 
doubtlefs,  but  appear,  more  agreeable  in  the  eyes 
of  his  protedlrefs:  and  fine,  never  eafy,  day  and 
night,  out  of  his  company,  looked  upon  his  ath¬ 
letic  conftitution,  and  confummate  knowledge  in 
the  art  of  love,  to  be  fuch  fuperior  talents,  as 
made  him  extremely  capable  of  unravelling  the 
mofi:  knotty,  and  conducing  the  moft  arduous 
affairs  of  fiate  ;  imagining  with  great  reafon,  that 
in  the  courfe  of  an  admmifiration,  which  the  alone 
had  put  into  his  hands,  he  would  certainly  take  no 
fiep  without  firft  confulting  her.” 

This  pafiage,  together  with  feme  others  ]r*fs  re¬ 
markable,  which  certain  great  perfonages  pretended 
to  underftand,  were  the  occafion  of  Lord  Halifax, 
then  Secretary  oi  State,  iffuing  feveral  warrants,  and 
lending  one  Carrington,  a  noted  old  mefienger,with 
three  other  mefiengers,  to  feize  the  authors,  printers 

L  2  and 
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ciate,  were  dexteroufly  employed  to  gra¬ 
tify  his  withes,  and  ruin  the  nation.  The 
inftant  that  his  name  appeared  in  the 
Gazette,  the  whole  kingdom  was  filled 
with  alarm.  But  neither  the  extreme  dif- 

like  of  the  people,  nor  the  credit  of - 

which  fuffered  by  this  ftrange  conduct, 
gave  him  the  leaft  concern.  Being  arrived 
at  the  fummit  of  power,  the  very  place 
to  which  he  had  long  alpired,  he  vainly 
thought  the  kingdom  lay  at  his  feet,  and 
therefore  he  refolved  to  play  out  his  farce; 
that  is,  to  turn  out,  and  put  in,  at  plea- 
fure, until  he  had  completed  his  wretched 
plan,  of  a  wretched  adminiftration.  For 

and  pub! i fliers,  (who  were  feverally  named  in  the 
warrants)  of  different  numbers  of  the  Monitor, 
together  with  their  books  and  papers, and  bring  them 
before  his  lordfhip  for  examination.  AH  which  being 
literally  executed, except  the  examination  which  was 
taken  by  the  clerks, the  perlons  fo  arbitrarily  and  un¬ 
lawfully  feized,  were,  after  being  fome  time  in  con¬ 
finement,  admitted  to  bail.  But  the  miniilry  did 
not  chufe  to  profecute  this  matter  in  Weff minder- 
Hall, as  was  expc£ted,moft  probably  fearing, that  fuch 
a  profecution  would  carry  the  appearance  of  certain 
perfons  having  fo  ffronga  fenfibility  of  parallel  cafes, 
that  they  could  not  avoid  fitting  caps  to  their  own 
heads.  The  defendants  afterwards  brought  ac¬ 
tions  againft  the  Secretary  and  his  MeiTengers,  and 
the  juries  gave  fome  of  them  confiderable  damages. 
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this  purpofe,  he  colleded  the  refufe  of  a 
defpicable  party,  who  had  for  fome  years 
formed  a  club  at  a  coffee-houfe,and  who, 
having  no  name  of  their  own,  alTumed 
that  of  the  houfe,  and  were  called,  the 
Cocoa  'Tree  Club.  D  uring  Mr.  Pitt's 
adminiflration,  thefe  Gentlemen  pre¬ 
tended  not  to  be  of  a  party.  When  they 
faw  that  minifter  and  his  noble  brother 
abolifhing  all  parties,  with  a  dignity  that 
not  only  fpoke  the  reditudeof  the  mea- 
fure,  but  the  patriotifm  of  their  hearts, 
they  affirmed  that  party  no  longer  ex¬ 
ited  5  and  they  were  received  upon  that 
affirmation.  But  the  moment  that  one 
of  the  name  of  Stuart  appeared,  they  at¬ 
tached  themfelves  to  him.  Indeed  this 
was  but  natural ;  if  we  confider,  that 
many  of  the  club  had  been  in  a  date  of 
profcription,  upwards  of  fifty  years,upon 
more  than  a  fufpicion  of  difaffedion;  that 
fince  the  refignations  of  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Lord  Temple,  they  had  not  fcrupled, 
both  within,  and  without  doors,  to  libel 
the  memory  of  his  lateMajefty,becaufe  he 
had  ever, upon  the  juftefi:  reafons,doubted 

E  3  their 
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their  preteniions  to  loyalty*.  It  was  like- 
wife  not  unnatural  in  a  Stuart  premier, to 

make 

*  cc  If  difmtereRednefs  herfelf  was  to  draw  the 
negative  qualities  of  the  firft  officer  of  Rate  in  this 
kingdom,  it  would  be  much  fuch  a  character  as  had 
now  affiimed  the  reins  of  government.  He  was  a 
man  that  at  no  time  of  life  had  opportunity  or  incli- 
Jiarion  of  applying  to  bufinefs.  When  young, he  was 
diipofed  to  gaiety  ;  and  though,  having  been  at  the 
clofe  of  a  feffion  elected  one  of  the  fixteen  peers, 
3  et  by  his  oppoftng,  right  or  wrong,  all  meafures 
of  government,  was  at  the  next  eledion  excluded, 
and  then  in  difgult  retired  to  an  ifle  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Scotland,  where  he  fpent  many  years  in 
clofe  monafterial  retirement.  I  his  being  the  prime 
of  his  life,  in  which,  moft  men,  after  the  fchool  of 
books,  inlarge  their  ideas  in  the  only  ufeful  fchool', 
the  converlation  of  men,  he  formed  his  from 
theory  ;  became  referved,  full  of  flrange  prejudices, 
and  unfit  for  any  thing  but  the  tyrannic  domain  of 
an  Highland  clan. 

When  he  returned,  as  if  fate  was  Rill  making  him 
her  fport,  one  time  exalting  him, the  more  complete¬ 
ly  todeprefs  him  in  another,  he  was  taken  notice  of 
on  an  occafion,that  no  one  could  have  conceived  in- 
trodudorv  to  the  prime  minifterfhip.  The  Dutchefs 
of  Queenfbury  having  entertained  her  friends  with 
the  play  of  the  Fair  Penitent,  the  part  of  Lothario 
fell  to  the  lot  of  his  Lordfhip,  in  which  he  fucceeded 
fo  much  better  than  in  his  late  performances  in  the 
charaderof  a  ftatefman,that  he  was  greatly  admired, 
and  particularly  by  his  late  Royal  HighnefsFrederick 
Prince  of  Wales, who  took  great  notice  of  this  occa¬ 
sional  Rofcius,  and  invited  him  to  LeiceRer  Houfe, 

•  which 
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make  choice  of  fuch  men  for  his  mini- 
fiers  ;  to  whom  he  added  all  the  other 

known 

which  laid  the  foundation  of  a  connexion  that  I  fear 
England  will  ever  repent.  After  the  death  of  this 
excellent  Prince,  at  the  fettling  of  the  houlhold  at 
Saville  Houle,  his  Lordfhip  became  a  great  officer, 
and  a  great  Favourite ;  his  talents,  however  unfit  for 
public  employ,  very  deferveuly  made  him  amiable  to 
his  young  matter  in  a  private  capacity  ;  his  morals 
were  unexceptionable,  and  he  was  dilpofed  to  arts  and 
artifts,  though  he  has  ever  been  directed  by  national 
attachments,  caprice,  or  private  friendfhip,  and  not 
by  a  difinterefied  zeal  for  real  merit.  If  any  doubt 
thefe  afiertions,  I  appeal  to  thofe  miferable  pictures 
which  difgrace  Guildhall.  If  they  boaff  his  judgment 
in  fculpture,  I  appeal  to  the  new  invented  figure  at 
the  Exchange.  If  they  fay  he  knows  more  of  poetry 
than  an  Hottentot  does  of  cookery,  I  appeal  to  thofe 
unfortunate  people  who  yawned  at  the  execrable 
Scotch  performance,  called  Agis  King  of  Sparta.  But 
if  it  Ihould  be  faid,  that  his  private  regard  for  Ram- 
fay,  Wilton,  and  Hume,  made  him  promote  them 
at  the  expence  of  his  own  reputation  for  tafte,  I  then 
applaud  his  good-nature,  but  cannot  acquiefce  in  his 
public  pretenfions,  of  being  a  M&cenas. 

He  was  in  every  refpe£t  adapted  to  the  fmall  circle 
of  a  coal  fire,  here  his  virtues  were  known,  and  his 
fincere  attachments  made  him  amiable  ;  but  when 
viewed  in  thb  inlarged  light  ofaminifter  or  Afacems, 
were  truly  ridiculous  and  contemptible,  and  the  means 
of  bringing  thofe  works  of  genius  into  difgrace,  which 
he  made  a  parade  of  promoting.  This  was  the  man 
who  became  fo  great  a  dupe  to  his  pride,  vanity,  and 
ambition,  and  the  felfifhnefs  of  his  dependents,  that 
after  the  expulfion  of  the  ableft  and  molt  approved  mi- 
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known  Tories,  he  could  pick  up.  His  own 
boaid  he  filled  with  fuch  as  were  perfo- 
nally  attached  to  him;  and  Sir  Francis 
Dashwood  he  made  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  But  his  bofom  friends  “were 
thiee  or  four  perfons,  whole  different 
“  employments,  fuch  as,  in  a  Scottifh 
kirk,  in  the  law,  and  in  the  army, 
“  made  them  wholly  ignorant  of  Bate 
“  affairs  :  but  their  conceit  being  equal 
“  to  their  ignorance,  they  undertook  to 
“  affift  this  uplfart  pilot.” 

Witn  this  regimentof  Scottifhjacobites, 

Scottifh  poets,  and  a  few  Englifh  Tories, 

nifiry,  this  nation  ever  had,  during  which  there  wan 
the  greateff  union  and  harmony,  ever  known,  be¬ 
tween  the  people  and  government,  he  weakly  and  ar¬ 
rogantly  a  (Turned  abfolute  rule  in  their  ftead  ;  and  on 
the  29th  of  May  1762,  became  the  prime  minifler. 

Very  many  were  the  reafons  for  the  people’s  being 
alarmed,  particularly  this  rmnifTer  was  m  that  fi tu¬ 
ition,  which  in  public  and  private  life  has  ever  been 
deteftable,  for  he  was  a  Favourite,  His  abilities  were 
doubted.  His  country,  fo  famed  for  attachment 
merely  to  themfelvcs,  made  him  odious.  The  people 
he  brought  into  power  with  him,  were  in  general 
truly  contemptible  :  that  moft  important  office,  the 
national  accountant, wasproffituted  on  a  mantowhom 
a  fum  of  five  figures,  was  an  impenetrable  Secret ” 

Contraji . 
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he  ftormed  all  the  public  offices ;  turned 
out  every  dependant,  relation,  and  friend 
of  theDukeof  Newcastle.  The  boards 
of  revenue,  which  ought  to  be  facred 
during  good  behaviour,  were  not  exempt 
from  this  inhuman  rapine.  The  fait  is, 
that  none  were  fpared,  who  refufed  to 
become  his  fycophants.  In  Ihort,  one 
can  compare  his  conduit,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  to  nothing  more  juftly,  than  to 
that  of  an  enraged  and  cruel  enemy  plun¬ 
dering  a  tov/n  which  had  coil  him  fome 
trouble  to  take.  He  barred  up  all  ave¬ 
nues  to  the  Royal  clofet,  into  which 
none  were  admitted,  without  his  per- 
miffion.  This  naturally  difgufted  thofe, 
who  wete  too  fpirited  to  folicit  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  his  paftport  j  and  together  with 
his  ftrong  attachment  to  his  needy  coun¬ 
trymen,  whom  he  thruft  into  all  offices, 
and  into  all  departments,  which  as  na¬ 
turally  difgufted  the  public  at  large  ;  may 
be  faid,  to  have  fo  narrowed  his  founda¬ 
tion,  that  it  was  apparent  he  had  no¬ 
thing  to  Hand  upon,  but  corruption  and 
the  King  s  favour. 
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.  Confcious,  even  previous  to  his  eleva¬ 
tion  to  the  Treafury,  that  his  continuance 
in  power,  would  depend  upon  his  obtain¬ 
ing  a  peace  immediately  (for  he  had  not 
capacity  to  conduit  the  war,  and  one  mif- 
carriage  might  prove  fatal  to  him)  he 
made  peace  the  objeit  of  all  his  politics. 
And  fome  weeks  before  the  Duke  of  New- 
cast  le  refigned,  a  number  of  peers  were 
created.  This  extraordinary  meafure,  to¬ 
gether  with  fome  others  which  attended 
it,  were  thus  remarked  upon  at  the  time. 

“  One  of  the  great  outlines  of  the  Fa¬ 
vourite’s  administration,  and  which  was 
carried  to  a  degree  unknown  iince  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  was  an  open 
and  declared  profeffion  of  increasing 
the  power  of  the  crown,  by  creating 
influence  and  dependencies  upon  it,  in 
both  houfes  of  parliament.  In  the  year 
1 7 1  f,  when  the  Tories  were  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  overturn  the  Whig  adminiftra¬ 
tion,  that  had  reduced  the  power  of 
France  l'o  low,  and  were  projecting  the 
infamous  treaty  of  Utrecht,  Burnet  fays, 
“  They  finding  the  houfe  of  Lords  could 
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«  not  be  brought  to  favour  their  deligns, 
«  refolved  to  make  an  experiment  that 
“  none  of  our  Princes  had  ventured  up- 
“  on  in  former  times  ;  a  refolution  was 

“  taken  of  making  twelve  peers  at  once.” 

•» 

What  was  the  condudt  of  the  prefent  mi- 
nifler  under  fimilar  circumftances  ?  He 
advifed  the  creation  of ' Jixteen  peers,  not 
indeed  at  once,  that  would  have  been 
too  explicit  a  declaration  of  his  motives, 
but  all  in  the  fpace  of  two  years ;  and  not 
content  with  this,  he  likewife  advifed 
the  giving  penfions  to  a  great  number  of 
that  houfe,  under  the  denomination  in¬ 
deed  of  Lords  of  the  bedchamber  ;  but 
as  the  number  of  thofe Lords  was  increaf- 
ed  in  the  prefent  reign,  from  twelve  to 
twrenty-two,  the  fail  is,  that,  by  whatever 
name  they  are  called,  the  King  has  fo 
many  mere  fervants  in  his  pay,  in  that 
houfe,  and  the  minifter  has  the  rod  of  de¬ 
privation  hanging  over  their  heads,  which 
fell  moil  heavily  againd;  thofe,  who  pre¬ 
fumed  to  exercife  their  freedom  of  voting 
againd;  what  he  recommended.  But,  in 
the  other  houfe,  and  where  it  is  more 

material. 
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material,  this  meafure  was  carried  much 
fuitner  :  we  are  informed  from  hiftory, 
that,  from  the  time  of  the  Revolution, 
it  i:as  been  the  charadterilHc  mark  of 
tnOtt  who  oppofed  any  increase  of  power 
m  tn s  crown,  to  contrive  by  laws,  and 
every  other  method,  to  prevent  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  crown  in  that  houfe.  Seve¬ 
ral  a£ts  of  parliament  have  been  palled, 
to  limit  the  number  of  officers,  who  re¬ 
ceived  their  places  from  the  crown,  to 
have  leats  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and 
one  particularly  during  the  Whig  admi- 
nillration  of  Queen  Anne,  which  de¬ 
clares,  that  no  perlon  poflefled  of  an  of¬ 
fice,  created  after  fuch  a  period,  ffiould 
be  capable  of  a  feat  in  that  houfe  :  and 
this  was  afterwards  enforced  by  another 
of  the  fir  ft  of  George  I.  that  retrained 
perfons  having  penflons  during  plea- 
fure,  from  fitting  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons.  Thefe  laws  were  palled  in  order 
to  be  a  reftraint  on  the  crown ;  they  are 
now  in  force,  and  mean  to  provide  for 
the  liberty  of  the  people,  by  preventing 
tne  crown  from  creating  a  dependenc® 

upon 


(  «9  )  _ 

Knon  it,  in  its  reprefentatives :  but,  like 
other  human  institutions,  they  were  e- 
vaded  ;  when  a  minister  Shall  prefume  to 
advife,  in  the  teeth  of  thefe  adts  of  par¬ 
liament,  the  creation  of  Such  a  number  of 
grooms  of  the  bedchamber,  clerks  of  the 
green-cloth,  and  other  officers  of  the 

O 

houfhold,  each  with  a  falary  of  500 1.  per 
annum,  as  to  be  double  the  number  of 
thole  of  his  late  MajeSty  ;  and  when  fome 
gentlemen  have  been  removed  from  theSe 
employments  with penfansy  to  make  room 
for  members  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
that  the  law  might  be  only  evaded,  not 
openly  violated ;  and  when  we  fee  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  firft  fortunes,  and  who  thro’ 
the  two  latt  reigns,  prided  themfelves  in 
their  independency,  eagerly,  and  meanly 
thruSling  themfelves  into  this  pitiful  pen¬ 
sion  liSt ;  I  Say,  when  we  conlider  thefe 
things,  where  is  the  Security  of  the  laws, 
or  upon  what  principles  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  can  thefe  meafures  be  defended  ?”  • 
Nothing  Surely  could  be  more  abfurd 
and  ridiculous  than  the  pretenlions  and 
candudt  of  this  muShroom  minister.  He 
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fet  up  the  ftandard  of  virtue,  and  made 
Mr.  F ox  his  Lieutenant  General.  He 
faid,  there  fliould  be  no  parties,  and 
fwept  the  Cocoa  Tree,  for  a  minillry. 
He  promiJed  to  obferve  the  ftridteft  oeco« 
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no  my,  and  increafed,  beyond  credibility, 
the  fcandalous  lift  of  placemen  and  pen- 
lioners. 

CHAP.  VII. 

t  ■ 

Tlv  Duke  of  Devonjhire  difmifled,  and 
Jlruck  off  the  Lift  of  Privy  Counfellors. 
Great  influence  of  corruption.  Several 
refgnations.  A  want  of  unanimity  in 
the  reflgners.  Contrafl  between  Mr.  Pitt 
and  the  Duke  of  Newcaflle.  Briton, 

North  Briton,  and  Auditor  publifhed. 
Remarks . 

GREAT  as  his  influence  was,  with 
his  Royal  Matter,  yet  his  abfolute 
power  had  not  hitherto  extended  to  every 
office  and  department  under  the  govern¬ 
ment,  tnereforc  he  was  unhappy  while 
any  but  his  own  creatures  and  dependants 
were  about  the  court.  The  Duke  of  De¬ 
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von  shire  continued  to  hold  the  office 
of  Lord  Chamberlain,  which  mortified 
him  exceedingly,  for  two  reafons ;  one 
was,  that  his  plan  was  incomplete,  while 
an  enemy  to  the  name  of  Stuart  re¬ 
mained  ;  the  other  was,  that  the  Duke 
had,  and  probably  did  even  then,  par¬ 
ticipate  of  his  Sovereign’s  efteem.  No¬ 
thing  but  an  exclufive  poiTeffion  of  the 
'Royal  ear  could  ferve  his  purpofes;  there¬ 
fore  any  fharer  with  him  in  that  article, 
he  looked  upon  as  deitrudtive  of  his  plan 
and  principles ;  confequently  he  failed 
not  to  make  ufe  of  all  his  power  and 
influence,  to  root  out  fo  dangerous  an 
enemy.  He  invaded  the  Duke’s  depart¬ 
ment, difpofed  of  fome  of  the  places  in  his 
Grace’s  gift,  took  every  ftep  to  convince 
his  Grace,  that  all  authority  was  from 
himfelf  alone;  and  had  even  the  info- 
lence  to  talk  of  humbling  the  Great 
Lords,  who  would  not  acquiefce  in  his 
meafures.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire, 
however,  was  far  from  acquiefcing  in 
either  the  principles  or  defigns  of  the 
Favourite.  He  had  declined  affifting  at 
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Councils,  upon  meafures  which  he  could 
not  approve;  but  at  the  fame  time, 
fuch  was  his  tendernefs,  that  he  helitated 
greatly  about  leaving  the  fervice  of  his 
Royal  Mailer,  fearing  left  his  own  great 
inteieft  in  the  country,  might  increafe 
the  popular  dilfenfions.  At  length,  how- 
ever,finding  that  his  prefence  at  court  was 
become  difagreeable,and  that  his  refigna- 
tion  was  required,  he  gave  up  his  wand  ; 
and  the  Favourite,  in  order  to  make  the 
difgrace  of  this  Great  Peer  as  effectual  as 
poftible,  had  his  name  ftruck  off  the  Lift 
of  Privy  Counfellors  ;  which  his  elbow 
Counlellor  adviled,  as  neceflary  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  attempt,  or  even  wilh,  to  re¬ 
gain  that  efteem,  which  had  been  con¬ 
fide!  ed  as  lo  dangerous  to  his  defigns  i 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  ferve  for  an 
example  to  others.  Though  indeed, 
there  was  but  little  occafion  for  this  latter 
reafon,  for  never  was  the  venality  of  the 
great,  and  the  influence  of  corruption,  lo 
confpicuous,  as  at  this  time. 

The  few,  the  very  few,  who  had  vir¬ 
tue  enough  to  withftand  all  temptation, 

and 
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and  jfpirit  enough  to  declare  their  dis¬ 
approbation  of  the  Favourite,  were  con¬ 
sidered  as  entering  into  a  State  of  pro¬ 
scription  for  life.  Their  Society  was 
avoided  by  the  proftitute  herd,  who,  to 
Support  the  luxuries  and  extravagancies 
in  which  they  delighted  to  riot.  Sub¬ 
mitted  to  bow  down  in  the  Temple  of 
Rimmon,  to  prop  the  ruinous  fteps,  and 
Support  the  corrupt  weight,  of  an  impe¬ 
rious,  all-grafping  Favourite. 

Upon  the  removal  of  the  Dukes  of 
Newcastle  and  Devonshire,  the 
ftate  was  entirely  deprived  of  all  thofe  who 
refufed  to  become  Sycophants  to  the  Fa¬ 
vourite;  for  Such  Noblemen  and  Gentle¬ 
men,  as  chofe  to  attach  themfelves  to 
either  of  thofe  Peers,  were  difmiffed,  or 
voluntarily  reSigned :  yet  there  were  Some 
whom  no  difgult  could  force  out ;  thefe 
were  thofe  who  held  their  places  by  pa¬ 
tent  :  which  gave  him  Such  uneafinefs, 
that  it  was  affirmed,  heconfulted  the  Sages 
of  the  law  upon  the  poffibility  of  taking 
away  thofe  patents;  and  it  was  added, 
that  the  lawyers  advifed  him  to  do  the 
thing,  and  try  if  the  law  would  not  juftify 
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him.  But  whether  fear,  or  fome  other 
caufe  prevented  him,  certain  it  is,  that 
he  did  not  attempt  it. 

Although  the  favourite’s  whole  atten¬ 
tion  was  fixed  upon  a  peace,  any,  fuch 
as  he  could  get,  and  the  language  which 
his  fycophants  were  taught  to  hold,  was, 
that  we  were  ruined  by  our  vi&ories, 
and  if  the  war  was  not  Ipeedily  put  an 
end  to,  we  Ihould  go  on  conquering,  until 
like  Gallon  de  Foix,  we  fell  in  the  field ; 
yet  the  difgulted  perfonages  who  had  re¬ 
tired  from  theadminillration,and  the  great 
number  of  others  who  were  difmifled, 
did  not  properly  unite,  and  form  them- 
felves  into  a  regular  oppofition  :  and  to 
the  want  of  this  union  is  to  be  attributed 
the  ill  conduct  which  attended  all  their 
future  meafures.  From  the  firll  moment 
that  the  management  of  national  bufinefs 
wa's  taking  an  injurious  turn,  there  was  a 
want  of  fidelity  among  thofe  who  had 
formerly  united  to  fupport  them  millers  of 
their  country. TheDukeof  Newcastle 

was  not  at  all  lorry  atMr.  PiTTsrefigna- 
tion  r  on  the  contrary,  it  is  certain  that 
he  fecretly  rejoiced  at  that  event.  His 

Grace 


(  75  ) 

Grace  having  formerly  been  honoured 
with  the  chief  management  of  public 
affairs,  but  deprived  of  it  while  Mr. 
Pitt  was  at  the  helm,  he  very  probably 
hoped  it  would  revert  to  him  again,  up¬ 
on  the  refignation  of  that  minifter.  But 
his  Grace  was  miftaken  ;  for  in  a  little 
time  he  found  he  had  lefs  power,  than 
even  during  Mr.  Pitt’s  adminiftration. 
If  we  therefore  take  a  fhort  retrofpedt 
of  the  true  caufes  of  thefe  two  refigna- 
tions,  we  /hall  find,  that  it  will  explain 
all  that  is  neceffary  to  convince  the  rea¬ 
der  of  this  fundamental  want  of  unani¬ 
mity. 

Mr.  Pitt’s  ambition  was  the  welfare 
of  his  country,  and  he  piqued  himfeif 
upon  doing  it  great  and  fignal  fervices. 
When  he  found  he  could  no  longer  carry 
into  execution  fuch  meafures,  as  he 
thought  mofl  conducive  to  the  interefts 
of  the  public,  he  refigned.  The  motive 
of  his  refignation,  was  therefore  as  ho¬ 
nourable  as  any  thing  could  be.  The 
Duke  of  N.e  w  castle’s  ambition  was  di- 
ftributing  the  good  things  of  the  State, 
thereby  creating  a  number  of  obfequious 
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and  Icandalous  dependents, among  a  fet  of 
men  who  were  mean  enough  to  flatter  his 
vanity,  when  they  attended  his  levee. 
When  he  found  he  could  no  longer  do 
this,  and  thofe  whom  he  had  favoured 
moil,  began  to  be  ungrateful,  he  refigned. 
In  other  refpedts  too  thefe  great  men  were 
totally  different.  Mr.  Pitt  was  an  ene¬ 
my  to  all  parties,  and  all  party  diftinc- 
tions  ;  he  lubmitted  the  redtitude  of  his 
meafures,  to  the  public,  at  large.  The 
Duke  of  Newcastle  had  from  his 
youth  been  at  the  head  of  a  party,  and 
even  in  his  advanced  age,  party  was  both 
his  delight  and  his  fupport.  In  fhort,  the 
views  of  one  were  of  the  moft  enlarged 
and  noblefl  kind ;  thofe  of  the  other,  nar¬ 
row  and  confined  to  the  private  interefts 
of  his  friends.  One  was  an  inflexible  pa¬ 
triot  i  the  other  a  true  courtier.  They 
were  as  oppofite  likewife  in  many  other 
points :  but  the  reader  has  poffibly  feen 
enough  to  convince  him  that  a  fincere 
union,  between  thefe  great  men,  was 
not  very  likely  to  happen. 

Notwithstanding  the  moll  apparent  want 
of  unanimity  among  the  great,  yet  the 

impar- 


(  77  ) 

impartial,independent  public,  judged  and 
fpoke  with  a  propriety  and  firmnefs,  that 
willforeverdo  honour  to  their  natural  and 
true  patriotic  fpirit.  While  with  an  unani¬ 
mous,  and  unceafing  voice,  they  poured 
forth  their  praifes  of  Lord  Temple  and 
Mr.PiTT,theyatthe  fame  time,zealoufly 
and  univerfally  condemned  the  condudt 
of  the  Favourite  and  his  adminiftration  : 
they  branded  it  with  every  epithet  that 
was  expreffive  of  their  mod:  fincere  abhor¬ 
rence  and  detection.  From  the  firft  mo¬ 
ment  that  he  entered  the  Treafury,  he 
feenied  confcious  thathisgreateftftruggle 
would  be  with  the  people,  and  therefore, 
on  the  Very  day  of  his  appointment,  was 
published  by  his  authority,  the  firft  number 
of  a  contemptible  paper,  in  his  vindica- 
tion,calied  theBriton,whichwas  frequent¬ 
ly  written  by  his  bofom  friends. Not  hav¬ 
ing,  at  that  time,  met  with  any  regular 
and  formidable  attack,  nor  having  yet 
done  one  minifterial  adt  in  his  new  office, 
nothing  could  be  a  clearer  proof  of  his 
folly,  weaknefs,  and  confcious  want  of 
ability, than  this  abfurd  condudt.This  pa¬ 
per  provoked  new  opponents,  and  among 
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them,  one,  who  gave  him  more  uneaft- 
nefs,  than  the  hatred  of  the  whole  king¬ 
dom  j  this  was  the  North  Briton  (pub- 
lifhed  the  following  week)  the  author 
of  which,  attacked  him  with  fuch  in¬ 
ti  epidity,  and  feafoned  his  fatire  with 
fuch  a  poignancy  of  wit,  that  it  was  in- 
ilantly  admired  and  bought  up,  by  peo¬ 
ple  of  all  ranks.  His  ftile  was  mafterly 
and  elegant,  his  wit  and  fatire  truly 
claffical,  always  exceeding  keen,  and 
very  feldom  grofs,  which  operated  in¬ 
credibly  upon  the  minds  of  the  people. 
His  fadls  were  always  genuine,  and  in¬ 
controvertible  ;  which  gave  the  paper  a 
character  of  veracity.  His  dodrines  were 
ftri£tly  conllitutional,  and  his  arguments 
too  ftrong  to  need  any  other  affiftance 
to  convince  the  public,  who  were  be¬ 
traying  its  interests.  The  firfl  paper 
was  a  fufficient  fpecitnen  of  the  author’s 
abilities,  to  alarm  the  Favourite,  who 
the  next  week,  caufed  a  fecond  perio¬ 
dical  paper,  in  his  vindication  to  be  nub- 
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limed.  This  was  called  the  Auditor, 
written  principally  by  one  who  had  been 
the  advocate  of  his  faithful  advifer. 
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The  doers  of  both  Briton  and  Auditor, 
however,proved  themfelves  to  be  wretched 
advocates ;  their  ftyle  was  bad,  their  fails 
generally  falfe,  their  arguments  weak  and 
delufive,  and  their  attempts  at  wit,  meer 
ribaldry.  In  a  word,  they  excelled  in  no¬ 
thing  but  feurrility  and  abufe,  which  in¬ 
deed  they  dealt  about  in  fuch  a  manner* 
and  again!!  every  one  who  prefumed  to 
difapprove  of  the  Favourite,  that  go¬ 
vernment  itfelf  feemed  to  be  paying  for, 
and  fetting  the  example,  of  attempting  to 
put  an  end  to  all  order  and  decency. 

Therefore  the  many  books  and  papers, 
which  afterwards  appeared  in  fupport  of 
the  public  caufe,  admit  of  a  very  rational 
and  juftifiable  excufe.  The  Favourite  and 
his  failion  begun  the  fpirit  of  libelhng, 
even  before  the  refignation  of  Mr.  Pitt  j 
and  upon  that  event,  were  remarkably 
affiduous  in  attacking  all  the  great  and 
eminent  characters  in  the  kingdom,  who 
had  too  much  honour  and  regard  for 
their  country,  to  fupport  his  deftrudtive 
meafures.  For  a  confiderable  time,  no¬ 
body  paid  any  attention  to  the  writings 
of  his  advocates  ;  at  lead,  the  perfonages 
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attacked  did  not :  but  at  length,  appre¬ 
hending  that  the  infinite  number  of  fcan- 
tlalous  falfhcods,  which  his  writers  re¬ 
peatedly  aliened  in  all  the  public  papers, 
and  induftrioufly  propagated  by  every  o- 
ther  mode  of  publication,  might  injure 
their  reputations,  and  weaken  that  confi¬ 
dence  with  which  they  were  honoured  by 
the  people,  as  a  reward  for  their  fpirited 
and  difinterefted  condud  j  their  friends 
who  were  bell  acquainted  with  all  their 
motives  and  a&ions,  determined  to  refcue 
their  characters  from  the  pens  of  fuch  in¬ 
famous  aiTaftins.  I  hus  began  the  paper 
war,  which  was  carried  on  with  great 
fury,  by  both  fides,  for  a  confiderable 
time.  At  length  the  alfailants  being 
completely  defeated,  and  grieved  and  fore 
to  death,  refolved  to  relinquish  that  mode 
of  fighting,  becaufe  they  found  truth 
make  fo  Strongly  again  ft  them,  and  to 
take  up  another  fort  of  more  ferious  and 
dangerous  instruments.  They,  in  a  wild 
and  frantic  fit  of  rage  and  revenge,  broke 
down  all  the  fences  of  the  conftitution, 
arbitrarily  feizcd  and  confined  whom  they 
pleafed ;  then  called  in  the  aid  of  the 
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crown  lawyers,  and  afterwards,  that  of 
the  parliament :  all  which  the  following 
fheets  will  fufficiently  fhew.  Thus  they 
who  were  one  day  encouraging  and  pay¬ 
ing  writers  of  the  moil:  defamatory  libels, 
the  next  beat  at  their  own  weapons,  un¬ 
der frivolous  dijlindlions,  flying  to  law;  and 
left  that  fhould  fail,  to  parliament,  for 
the  means  of  fupprefling,  and  punching, 
what  was  only  the  blefled  fruit  of  their 
own  example. 

CHAP.  VIII. 

The  peace  made.  The  Oppofition  formed.  The 
principal  perfons  dine  together.  Remark. 
Attempt  to  divide  the  Oppofition. 

IN  the  mean  time,  the  Favourite  pufh- 
ed  on  his  work  of  peace,  which  the 
enemy  could  not  be  fo  defirous  of  grant¬ 
ing,  as  he  was  of  obtaining.  The  lan¬ 
guage  confidently  held  at  Verfailles  was, 
that  the  Favourite  was  the  only  ruling 
power  in  England,  that  he  had  not  ca¬ 
pacity  to  conduit  the  war,  and  therefore 
could  not  preferve  his  power,  unlefs  he 
made  a  peace. 


The 
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The  arguments  which  were  offered 
againft  this  peace,  the  reader  will  find  in 
all  the  political  publications  of  that  time. 
However,  Mr.  Legge’s  opinion  of  it  (de¬ 
livered  a  Ihort  time  after)  may  perhaps 
not  be  unworthy  his  notice  1  it  was  to 
this  Ihort  effed.  “  The  union  of  the 
whole  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  which  is  re-' 
plete  with  reciprocal  advantages  to  both 
h  ranee  and  Spain,  is  not  even  attempted 
to  be  broke.  The  fiihery  that  is  granted 
to  the  former,  will  prove  to  her  a  mine 
of  wealth.  The  Weft  India  fettlements 
which  are  reftored  to  both,  will  imme¬ 
diately,  and  without  any  expence,  put 
their  commerce  upon  a  refpedable  foot¬ 
ing;  and  in  a  Ihort  time  furnifh  them 
with  the  means  for  maintaining  another 
war;  while  before  ouracquifitions,  which 
require  great  fums,  great  improvements, 
and  long  time,  can  be  made  even  valua¬ 
ble  at  all,  we  lhall  have  this  dance  to  go 
over  again,  with  one  hundred  and  forty 
millions  upon  our  backs.” 

While  the  Favourite  was  madly  (if  not 
treacheroully)  running  into  the  arms  of 
France,  for  any  peace,  fuch  as  the  enemy 

would 
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would  grant  him,  his  virtuous  affociate 
was  honourably  employed  in  another 
kind  of  negotiation  at  home.  The  rela¬ 
tions,  friends,  and  confidents  of  almoft 
every  man,  were  induftrioufly  found  out, 
and  tampered  with.  Temptations  were 
offered  to  the  vain,  the  needy,  and  the 
vicious,  according  to  their  feveral  paffions, 
or  wants.  All  who  chofe  to  ferve  the  Fa¬ 
vourite,  might  now  have  their  price.  All 
were  invited  to  a  certain  pay  office,  where 
twenty-five  thoufand  pounds  were  ifiued 
in  one  day.  All,  indeed,  were  not  of  one 
opinion,  but  the  Majority  were.  All 
knew  the  peace  to  be  the  convenient  and 
necelfary  meafure  of  the  Favourite  j  yet 
but  few  difregarded,  whether  their  op- 
pofition  to  it  would  become  an  infallible 
bar  to  their  ever  being  able  to  renew 
their  peace  at  St.  James’s. 

The  difgufled  party  who  were  lately 
gone  out,  becaufe  the  Favourite  did  not 
chufe  to  accept  of  their  fervice,  were  fo 
infatuated  with  a  lull  of  power,  and  call 
fo  many  longing  looks  towards  the  offices 
from  which  they  had  been  precipitately 
driven,  that  a  great  number  of  them  flunk 

awav. 
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-wav,  when  the  merits  of  the  Butean 
preliminaries  came  under  examination, 
oome  feigned  ficknefs,  others  ran  out  of 
town,  and  many  more  had  not  even  the 
madow  of  excufe  for  their  fcandalous 
defertion  upon  this  important  occafion 
But  Mr.  Pitt,  to  his  great  honour,  al¬ 
though  he  had  been  for  fome  time  con¬ 
fined  to  his  bed  by  a  fevere  fit  of  the 
gout, came  down  to  the  Houfe,  and  fpoke 
near  three  hours  in  this  debate.  He  gave 
his  opinion  upon  almoft  every  article  • 
fome  of  which  he  approved,  and  others  he 
condemned;  but hisgreateft  emphafis was 
laid  on  what  related  to  the  fifhery ;  be- 
caufe,  in  the  negotiation  with  M.Bussy, 

LordTEMPLE  and  himfelf,  had  contend¬ 
ed  for  the  whole  exclufive  fifhery;  but 
in  that,  as  well  as  in  many  other  things, 
they  were  over-ruled  :  And,  upon  the 
whole,  he  infilled,  that  the  terms  propo- 
fed,  were  inadequate  to  the  conquefts,  and 
juft  expectations  of  the  nation.  He  was 
fio  infirm,  and  fo  afflicted  with  pain,  that 
when  he  cou.  i  no  longer  ftand,  although 
.tupported  by  his  friends,  he  was  allowed 
*<J  delivei  the  remainder  of  his  fentiments 

fitting; 
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fitting;  yet  he  was, by  extreme  illnefs,  ob¬ 
liged  to  retire  before  the  divilion.  Mr. 
Fox  (foon  after  made  lord  Holland)  de¬ 
fended  the  peace.  He  had  taken  the 
lead  in  the  debate,  and  with  arguments 
more  folid,  and  better  adapted  to  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  men,  and  with  eloquence  more 
charming,  and  by  fads  more  powerful, 
than  thofe  made  ufe  of  by  Mr.  Pitt,  he 
convinced  the  majority  of  his  hearers, 
that  the  peace  was  a  very  good  one. 

A  LIST  of  the  MINORITY  on  the 
Firft  Divifion,  Dec.  9,  1762,  againft  the 
Vote  of  Approbation  of  the  Preliminary 
Articles  of  Peace  ;  by  which  the  Ha- 
vannah,  Martinique,  Guadalupe,  Santa 
Lucia,  Pondicherry,  Goree,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
were  agreed  to  be  delivered  up  to  our  invete¬ 
rate  enemies ,  the  French  and  Spaniards. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 


A  ’Court,  Maj.  Gen. 
T*  Ancram,  Earl  of 
Armitage,  Sir  George 
Afhburnham,  William 
Barrington,  Sir  John 
Beckford,  William 
Boulton,  Henry  Crab 
Burton,  Bartholomew 
Calvert,  John 


Heyte/bury 
Richmond 
York  City 
Ha  [lings 
Newtown  Hants 


Calvert, 


London 

Worcefier 

Cameljord 

Hertford 
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Calvert,  Nicholfon 
Cavendifh,  Richard 
Choi m ley,  Nath. 

Cholmondeley,  Thomas 
Clayton,  William 
Clive,  Lord 

Codrington,  Sir  William 
Coke,  Wenman 
Cooke,  George 
Dempfter,  George 
Dodd,  John 
Egerton,  Samuel 
Fiflier,  B  rice  _ _ 

f  itzwilliam,  Maj,  Gen.  Joh nWindJor 
Fonnereau,  Philip  Aldborough 

Fonnereau,  Thomas  Sudbury 

Forrefter,  Brook  JVenlock 

Forrefler,  Cecil  Wenlock 

Gage,  Vifcount  Seaford 

Gafcoyne,  Bamber  Malden 

Grenville,  Rt.  Hon.  James  Buckingham  town 


Tewkejbury 

JVendover 

Aldborough 

Chejhire 

Marlow 

S hr  efbury 

Tewkejbury 

Oakhampton 

Micldlefex 

Forfar ,  &c. 

Reading 

Chejhire 

Boroughbridge 


Hervey,  John 
Hewett,  John 
Holt,  Rowland 
Honeywood,  Frafer 
Ladbroke,  Sir  Robert 
Long,  Sir  Robert 
Long,  James 
Maw  bey,  Jofeph 


Wallingford 
Nottingham  county 
Suffolk 
Steyning 
London 
Wiltjhire 
Marlborough 
Southwark 


- - j  5  j  n. 

Metham,  SirG.  Montgomery  Kingjlon  upon  Hull 
Middlefex,  Earl  of  Eaji  Grinjlead 


Murray,  James 
Noel,  Thomas 
Norris,  John 
Onflow,  George 
Popham,  Edward 
Plumptree,  John 
Praed,  H.  Mackworth 
Proctor,  Sir  W.  Beaucham v  Middle,  I ex 

k  J 

Pollington,  Lord  Shoreham 


Wigtown  fire 
Rutlandjhire 
Ryey  Suffex 
Guildford 
Wilts 

Nottingham  town 
St .  Ives 


Powell 
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Powell,  Harcourt 
Rolle,  Denys 
^avile,  Sir  George 
*Scawen,  James 
Sergifon,  Thomas 
Simpfon,  Sir  Edward 
Slingfby,  Sir  Henry 
Staunton,  Thomas 
Thomlinfon,  John 
Townfliend,  Charles 
Trifte,  Browfe 
Vincent,  Sir  Francis 
Whitmore,  Lieut.  Gen.Wil 
Walfh,  John 
"  Willy,  William 
Woodley,  William 


Newtown  Hants , 

Bamjlaple 

Yorkjhire 

St,  Michael 

Lewes ,  Sujjex 

Dover 

Knarcfborough 

Ipfwich 

Steyning 

Great  Yarmouth 

Yotnefs 

Surry 

.  Bridgnorth ,  Salop 
Worcejler 
Devizes 
Great  Bedwin, 


TELLERS. 


Campbell,  Daniel 
Wilkes,  John 


Lanerkjkire 

Aytefoiry 


For  the  affirmative 
For  the  negative 
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SECOND  DIVISION, 

i 

Upon  the  Report  of  the  Addrefs, 


Dec,  10 

Archer,  Hon.  Andrew 
Baker,  Sir  William 
Butler,  John 
Burrard,  Henry 
Buller,  John 
Cavendifh,  Lord  George 
Cavendifh,  Lord  Johji° 


762. 

Coventry 

Plimpton 

Suffix 

Lymington 

Eafilooe ,  Cor  nival 

Derbyfiire 

Knarejhorough 

Dummer, 
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Dummer,  Thomas  Lee 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Charles 
Gilmore,  Sir  Alexander 
Grey,  Lord 

Legge,  R.  Hon.  HenryBilfon 
Lawrence,  William 
Mellifh,  Jofeph 
Meynell,  Hugo 
Middleton,  Vifcount 
Onflow,  George 
Pelham,  Thomas 
Poole,  Sir  Francis 
Robinfon,  Hon.  Thomas 
Shelley,  John 
Townfhend,  "Thomas 
Vernon,  George  Venables 
Villiers,  Lord 
Walpole,  Hon.  Thomas- 
Welt,  James 
White,  John 
Wilkinfon,  Andrew 
Winterton,  Lord 


) 

Newport ,  Hants 
Bury 

Edinburghjhirc 

Stajfordjhire 

Hants 

Rippon 

Grimjby 

Litchfield 

New  Shoreham 

Surry 

Suffix 

Lewes 

Chrijlchurch 

Eafi  Retford 

Cambridge  univerfity 

Bramber 

Tamworth 

AJhburton 

St.  Alban's 

Retford 

Aldborough 

Bramber . 


TELLERS. 

Cavendifh,  Lord  Frederick  Derby 
Townfhend,  jun.  Thomas  Whitchurch 

For  the  affirmative  — — —  ™ 

T  or  the  negative  — — —  — 
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The  Victory  being  as  complete  as 
the  Favourite  could  with,  he  had 
now  nothing  to  do  but  to  try  the 
force  of  corruption  among  the  peo¬ 
ple,  in  order  to  obtain  another 

mode 
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of  approbation.  The  Lieutenants  of  the 
counties  had  begging  letters  fent  to  them, 
enti  eating  them  to  uie  their  utmolt 
influence  towards  procuring  addrefles. 
The  mayors  and  other  magistrates  of 
corporations,  the  leading  men  in  So¬ 
cieties,  and  every  perfon  who  had  in¬ 
fluence  enough  to  colledt  ten  or  twelve 
men  together,  were  all  applied  to  for  ad¬ 
drefles  on  the  peace.  The  grave  dignita¬ 
ries  of  the  church  extolled  the  glorious 
merits  of  this  blejfed peace.  The  lawyers 
upon  their  circuits,  laid  afide  the  law,  in 
their  charges  to  the  grand  juries,  to  en¬ 
large  upon,  and  enforce  a  true  knowledge 
of  the  great  advantages  of  the  peace.  In 
Short,  no  means,  honourable  or  bafe,  ab- 
jedt  or  forcible,  were  left  untried  to  ob¬ 
tain  thele  proftitute  addrefles,  in  order  to 
confirm  a  favourable  opinion  of  him  who 
did  not  deferve  it,  in  that  breaft,  where 
unhappily  it  had  already  gained  but  too 
fatal  a  foundation.  Some  of  the  addref- 
fes  came  from  counties  which  never  met 
to  confider  them,  with  fubfcriptions  men- 
dicated  from  houfe  to  houfe,  of  fuch  as 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  fign  them. 

Q  Others 
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Others  were  furreptitioufly  procured  from 
packed  affemblies  ;  to  which  thofe  only 
were  fecretly  invited,  whofe  fubferviency 
to  a  job  was  fecured,  and  oppofed  by 
others  accidentally  prefent.  They  were, 
in  general,  devifed  and  dictated  by  fome 
Favourite  Tool  of  adminidxation.  The 

feal  of  the  borough  of  W - ,  in 

particular,  was  put  to  the  addrefs,  with- 
out  the  knowledge  of  more  than  three 
of  the  corporation  •,  the  reft  difavowing 
the  felonious  add,  when  difcovered.  The 
great  county  of  York,  however,  refufed 
to  addreis,  notwithftanding  the  fly  and 
cunning  efforts  of  a  lawyer.  The  city 
of  London  alfo  refufed  to  addrefs,  not- 
withflanding  the  private  affurances  of 
fourteen  thou  fan  d  pounds  to  compleat 
their  bridge.  As  did  likewife  the  county 
of  Surry,  and  other  places. 

The  voice  of  the  honed:  independent 
public  was  clear  and  drong  againil  the 
terms  of  peace.  They  condemned  it  with 
firmnefs,  temper  and  judgment,  which 
gave  fpiiit  to  that  part  of  the  oppoiition, 
which  had  little  virtue  of  their  own,  and 
derived  what  they  afterwards  pretended 

to 
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to  from  the  example  of  the  people., 
Finding  their  own  infignifkance,  and 
hill  perceiving  who  were  higheft  in 
elieem  with  the  public,  they  folicited  an 
union  with  thofe  who  had  refigned  on 
account  of  late  meafures.  The  efta- 
blifhed  reputation  and  uniliaken  popu¬ 
larity  of  thefe  truly  honourable  perfons, 
.convinced  them,  that  it  would  be  folly  to 
attempt  an  oppofition  without  the  fanc- 
tion  of  their  names  at  the  head  of  it ; 
which  was  indeed  the  only  ftep  they 
could  take  to  fave  their  own  from  con¬ 
tempt  and  obfcurity.  The  principal  per¬ 
fons  having  confented  to  a  coalition,  they 
frequently  dined  together  at  each  other’s 
houfes.  The  firft  dinner  was  given  by 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  about  the 
middle  of  March,  1763  >  at  which  were 
prefent  theDuk.es  of  Devonshire,  Bol¬ 
ton,  and  Port  land  ;  Marquis  ofRoCK- 
ingham  ;  Earls  Temple,  Cornwal¬ 
lis,  Albemarle,  Ashburnham, 
H  ardwicke,  Besborough;  the  Lords 
Spencer,  Sondes,  Grantham,  and 

G  2  Vil- 
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Villiersj  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  J.  Gren- 
ville,  and  Sir  George  Savile. 

This  union  is  to  be  confidered  as  the 
beginning  of  the  oppofition  ;  for  until  it 
took  place,  there  cannot  be  faid  to  have 
een  any  regular  and  proper  oppofition 
oimed.  And  this  public  meeting,  and 
the  reft  which  followed,  of  which  there 
were  feveral,  confifting  of  the  principals, 
were  to  allure  their  friends,  and  the  pub¬ 
lic,  that  at  length  an  unanimous  and  firm 
refolution  was  taken,  to  attempt  the  de¬ 
liverance  of  the  nation  from  Scottiftj 
oppreffion. 

f^e  news  of  this  union  reached 
the  favourite,  he  began  to  entertain 
thoughts  of  retiring.  His  elbow  counfel¬ 
ler  endeavoured  to  divide  the  oppofition. 
By  the  afliftance  of  other  perfons,  he 
tampered  with  one,  cajoled  with  another 
and,  with  one  noble  perfonage,  he  carried 
on  a  negotiation  to  nearly  the  time  of  his 

death.  The  Favourite  judging  of  all  the 
opponents,  by  fome  of  the  raoft  worth- 
lefs,  which  he  had  the  happinefs  to  know, 
and  thinking  that  their  objedl  was  indu¬ 
bitably  power,  he  made  an  attempt  to 

draw 
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draw  off  the  popular  few,  by  offering  to 
make  an  opening  for  them  to  return  to 
the  adminiftration.  But  they  fpurned, 
with  a  fpirit  of  indignation,  the  infult 
offered  to  their  integrity  ;  and  refufed, 
with  a  firmnefs  that  was  worthy  of  being 
an  example  to  others,  to  defert  their 
friends,  and  betray  their  country. 

CHAP.  IX. 

The  Favourite's,  loan.  The  North  Briton's 
account  of  it.  Mr.  Legge's  opinion  of  it. 
*|  'HE  Favourite’s  public  adminiffra- 
A  tion  is  diftinguilhed  by  only  two 
tranfa&ions  more  :  one  is,  his  mod;  fcan- 
dalous  and  unjuftifiable  profulion  in  ne- 
gociating  the  loan  of  3>5®o,oool.  for 
1763  i  and  the  other,  the  wanton  and  un- 
neceffary  extenfion  of  the  Excife Laws,  in 
laying  a  new  tax  upon  cyder  and  perry. 

The  North  Briton,  whofe  fpirited 
writings  kept  the  Favourite  in  perpetual 
alarm,  has  ffated  the  firft  in  a  manner 
too  true,  and  the  whole  is  too  remark¬ 
able  to  be  omitted  here. 

“  The  terms  of  the  new  fubfcription 
have  been  fo  injurious  to  the  public,  but 

G  3  fa 
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(o  beneficial  to  the  fubferibers,  that  is, 
to  the  creatures  of  the  miniller,  that  there 
was  immediately  an  advance  of  feven  per 
cent*  and  in  a  very  few  days  of  above 
eleven  per  cent.  I  dial],  however,  only 
ftate  it  at  the  even*  round  fum,  of  ten 
per  cent,  that  I  may  not  puzzle  the  chan- 
icllor  of  the  exchequer.  The  whole  loan 
amounted  to  3,500, oool.  confequently, 
in  a  period  of  a  very  few  days,  the  mini- 
her  gave  among  his  creatures,  and  the 
tools  of  his  power,  350,000!.  which  was 
levied  on  the  public ;  the  moft  enormous 
fum  ever  divided  in  fcrfhort  a  time  among 
any  fet  of  men.  A  few  of  their  names  I 
will  mention,  to  {hew  in  what  eftimation 
they  aie  held  by  tne  public  :  Medieurs 
Touchet,  Glover,  Cull:  (brother  to  the 
able  and  impartial  Speaker)  Amyand, 
Maygens,  Salvador,  Colebrooke,  Thorn¬ 
ton  and  Muilman,had  each  200,000b  of 
the  new  fubfcription,  and,  of  courfe,  al- 
mod:  immediately  cleared  20,000  each, 
which  they  have,  or  have  not,  diared 
among  their  friends.  In  this  inftance, 
however,  I  dare  fay,  the  public  will  ex¬ 
perience 
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perience  no  ftoppage  of  payment.  Such 
bargains  are  more  likely  to  bring  a  na¬ 
tion,  than  the  proprietors  themfelves,  to 
bankruptcy.  In  a  lucrative  minifterial 
job  of  any  kind,  it  was  impoffible  the 
name  of  Mr.  Fox  could  be  omitted.  He 
had  ioo,oool.  that  is,  io,oool.  clear 
profit.  What  the  jackall  had,  I  know 
not ;  but  Mr.  Calcraft  (not  in  Mr.  Fox’s 
name)  had  upwards  of  70,0001.  that  is 
the  gift  of  7000 1.  Mr.  Drummond,  a 
Scottilh  banker  (to  whom  his  country¬ 
men,  while  his  fhop  continued  open, 
had  fuch  obligations  in  1745)  was  grati¬ 
fied  with  72,000!.  or,  in  other  words, 
had  7200I.  given  him.  I  hope  that  this 
douceur  is  really  meant  for  Mr.  Drum¬ 
mond,  and  not  the  minifter’s  poor,  dif- 
trefied  coufin,  and  namefake,  at  Rome. 
The  Governors  of  the  Bank,  Robert 
Marfii,  Elq;  had  150,0001.  to  keep  the 
gentlemen  there  in  good  humour ;  and  to 
preferve  his  own  good  humour,  50,000!. 
Lewis  Way,  Efq;  Sub-governor  of  the 
South-fea,  had  the  fame  fum,  for  the 
fame  purpofe.  Such  douceurs  were  given 
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to  fuch  perfons,  when  gentlemen  of  the 

r,ft  “°jn;eid  Property  in  the  kingdom, 
who  had  fubfcribed  the  largeft  fums  in  all 
e  exigencies  of  government,  during  the 

wo  aft  wars,  and  who  were  of  known 
edtion  to  the  Brunfwick  line,  were  re¬ 
eled  any  /hare  ,  and  the  reafon  given  to 

^  no-friends °f  the minijier. 
ibis  enormous  fum  of  ^ro,oooL 

ought  to  have  been  faved  to  the  public. 

It  undoubtedly  might  have  been,  if  a 

an-  bargain  had  been  made  by  honeft 

and  intelligent  Rewards  of  the  public, 

free  from  any  difpofition,  or  at  leaft  any 

refolution,  to  buy  friends  in  fo  /hamefu} 

a  way  with  the  nation’s  money.  The  fum 

is  very  near  one  /hilling  in  the  pound  of 

the  land-tax,  which  the  zealous,  fond 

believing,  obfequious,  confiding,  fupj 

porting,  acquiefcmg,  bearing  and  for- 

bearing  country  gentlemen  ought,  amono 

their  Populations  with  the  miniPer,  to 

have  laved  the  nation.  The  public  would 

then  have  had  one  obligation  to  their  mi- 

mPerial  zeal,  and  /ome  amends  made  for 

tlicir  fcandalous  propitution.  Had  there  ' 

been 
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been  the  leaff  attention  to  ceconomy,  we 
fee  this  having  might  have  been  made.  If 
the  /hilling  in  the  pound  had  not  been 
taken  off  tne  land,  the  odious  tax  on  cyder, 
in  its  prefentoppreilive  mode,  would  have 
been  totally  unneceffary  ;  but  the  excife 
laws  feem  to  be  the  favourite  laws  of  the 
new  minifter,  and  his  chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  declared  withaperfpicuity,  of 
which  only  that  one  head  is  capable,  that 

he  ivasnotforan'ExTKUsioxoftbeExafe- 

laws,  but  for  ^Enlargement  of  them. 
If  thei  e  can  be  any  meaning  couched  in 
fuch  barbarifm,  it  fhould  feem  that  the 
hydra  of  Excite  is  now  to  reach  where  its 
cruel  fangs  never  did  before.  After  the 
monfter  of  Excife  had  been  fo  long  kept 
tame,  this  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
I  fhould  imagine,  is  ordered  to  enlarge  his 
cla  v  and  then  another  is  to  come  to  ex¬ 
tend  his  accurfed  dominion  through  the 
land.  «et  (not  to  deviate  from  his  happy 
p  at  enmity  )  all  the  whole  totalis  any  thing 
for  peace  and  quietnefs fake ;  and  at  this 

time  we  muff  be  content  to  take  the 
thing  rough  as  it  runs . 


I  de- 
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“  I  defire  likewife  to  fiate  the  cafe  of 
the  lotteries,  and  of  the  grofs  impofitions 
on  the  public,  by  that  part  of  the  late 
bargain.  Lotteries  have  always  been  ob¬ 
jected  to,  as  promoting  the  fpirit  of  gam¬ 
ing,  fo  peculiarly  pernicious  to  a  com¬ 
mercial  country.  The  neceflities  of  go¬ 
vernment,  during  the  two  late  wars, 
forced  this  meafure  :  I  mean  of  a  lottery; 
but  this  year,  the  year  of  peace,  we  are  to 
have  two  lotteries.  To  make  this  fcheme 
as  chargeable  as  poffible  to  the  public, 
and  creative  of  more  jobs,  as  well  as  longer 
to  keep  up  the  fpirit  of  gaming,  the  two 
lotteries  are  to  be  drawn  at  two  different 
times  of  the  year.  A  minifter  who  had 
really  any  love  of  oeconomy,  would  have 
made  the  tickets  duplicates  of  each  other, 
and  have  faved  one  half  of  the  expence  to 
the  public.  The  Earl  of  Bute  chufes 
to  parade  about  ceconomy,  at  the  very 
time  he  i.s  pradiiing  the  moll  unjuftifiable 
profufion.  In  former  years  the  interefl 
on  the  lottery  annuities  commenced  a 
year  after  the  bringing  in  the  fcheme, 
and  was  only  three  per  cent.  In  this  fru¬ 
gal 
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gal  Scottish  adminiftration,  it  commences 
almoft  with  the  firft  payment,  and  is  four 
per  cent.  I  muft  obferve  how  very  un- 
neceflarily,  and  even  wantonly,  this  was 
done  ;  for  experience  convinces  us  how 
little  attention  is  paid,  by  the  purchafers 
of  lottery  tickets,  to  the  rate  of  intereffc 
accruing  on  them. 

“  The  creditors  of  the  public,  for 
navy,  tranfport,  victualling,  and  ord¬ 
nance  fervices,  have  at  ieaft  as  much  me¬ 
rit  with  the  nation  (whom  they  truited 
without  the  fecurity  of  a  fund,  and  in 
dangerous  times)  and  as  ftricft  a  right  to 
juftice,  as  the  new  creditors  of  this  loan 
advanced  in  the  days  of  peace.  To  the 
former  the  minifter  has  thought  it  juft 
to  give  a  bare  four  per  cent,  redeemable 
atpleafure,  to  commence  from  next  Lady- 
day.  T o  the  meritorious  fubfcribers  to  the 
loan,  intereft  commences  upon  the  whole 
from  the  firft  payment,  together  with  two 
lottery  tickets  for  every  tool. 

“  An  open  fubfcription  has  ever  been 
deemed  the  faireft  and  moft  (Economical 
method  of  borrowing  money  for  the  pi  b- 
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liC*  In  tjmes  of  war  and  public  diflrefs 

government,  for  greater  fecurity,has  been 

ooliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  other 
more  confined  mode,  though  fubjed:  to 
partiality,  job,  and  influence.  In  thefe 
days  of  peace  and  affluence,  is  there  a 
man  who  doubts  that  an  o/r/rfubfcription 
would  have  been  filled  as  foon  as  made 
public,  even  with  an  overflowing  of  mil- 
ons  ?  But  in  this  cafe  the  hungry  har¬ 
pies  of  the  minffler  had  not  feafted  on 
the  vitals  of  their  country.” 

To  the  opinion  of  the  North  Briton 
we  will  add  that  of  Mr.  Legge,  decla¬ 
red  immediately  upon  the  firft  appear¬ 
ance  of  this  infamous  tranfaddon.  He 
&id.  That,  as  to  the  bargain,  he 
thought  it  a  bad  one ;  for  that  the 

“  Treafury  themfelves,  in  the  difpofition 

they  had  made  of  the  navy  bills  and 
ordnance  debentures,  fuppofed  the  re- 
**  deemable  four  per  cent,  to  be  at  par  - 

“  tflat  the  premium,  therefore,  upon 
this  bargain,  would  be  whatever  the 
‘‘  rage^  for  play  (when  the  gameflers 
would  think  they  were  come  for  the 

“  laft 
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**  lafl  time  to  the  table,  and  with  a  great 
“  deal  of  money  in  their  pockets)  Ihould 
“  induce  them  to  give  for  lottery  tickets. 
“  This  might  go,  elpecially  upon  two 
“  lotteries,  to  two  or  three  pounds,  or 
“  more,  per  ticket;  and  then  they  would 
“  give  four,  five,  or  fix  per  cent,  pre- 
“  mium,  for  raifing,  at  four  per  cent. 
<f  at  par,  which  was  enormous.” 

The  next  day  he  further  remarked, 
“  That  it  was  very  pofiible,  while  fo 
“  material  an  alteration  between  the 
“  preliminaries  and  the  definitive  treaty, 
as  the  Eaft  India  article,  was  depend- 
4f  ing,  it  might  make  figning  the  de- 
“  finitive  treaty  very  doubtful,  and  con- 
“  fequently  affeft  the  ftocks.  But  to 
“  what  purpofe  (he  afked)  is  the  head 
of  the  treafury  of  the  cabinet  council, 
and  admitted  to  the  knowledge  of  fo- 

“  reign  affairs,  but  to  form  his  domeftic 
conduct  upon  that  knowledge  ?  and, 
therefore.  Why  was  fo  improper  a  fea- 
fon  pitched  upon  to  make  the  loan?” 
This  occafioned  Mr.  Fox  to  declare. 
That  the  treafury  knew  the  definitive 
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**  treaty  was  figned  at  the  time  of  mak> 
*£  ing  the  loan  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
**  t0  exprefs  his  wonder  at  the  folly  of 
*e  mankind,  to  give  four  or  five  pounds 
foi  leave  to  tois  up  for  ten.”  In  anlwer 
to  this,  Mr.  Legge  faid,  “  That  if  the 
treafury  knew  of  the  definitive  treaty’s 
“  being  figned,  they  were  inexcufable  in 
“  not  having  brought  their  loan  to  an 
“  open  fubfcription,  which  was  the  only 
“  hire  way  to  take  a  teft  of  the  temper 
and  folly  of  the  market  and  might, 
“  at  hich  a  time,  and  for  fo  fmall  a  fum, 
have  been  done  with  fafety.” 

CHAP.  X. 

The  Excife  upon  Cyder.  II if  or y  of  Excfe. 
Proceedings  oj  the  City  of  London  :  Of 
both  Houfes  oj  P arliament .  P impering 
’with  the  City.  A  remarkable  faljity  de¬ 
tected.  Ineffectual  oppoftion. 

% 

TH  E  experience  of  former  times 
fliews,  that  the  Excife  laws  oriei- 

O 

nally,  and  every  extenfion  of  them  after¬ 
wards,  have  always  met  with  great  op- 

pofition 


(  io3  ) 

pofition  from  the  people  of  England ; 
and  have,  fometimes,  occafioned  the  ruin 
of  thole  Statefmen  who  have  either  in- 
troduced,  or  attempted  to  introduce 
them  :  therefore,  it  is  not  a  little  fur- 
prizing,  that  a  minifter  fo  exceedingly 
unpopular  as  the  Favourite  was,  Ihould 
have  the  temerity  to  hazard  a  meafure  fo 
extremely  oppofite  to  the  genius  of  the 
whole  Englifh  nation,  and  to  the  true 
fpirit  of  the  old  Englifh  conftitution  :  all 
which  he  could  not  but  know,  and,  as 
a  firft  minifter,  ought  to  have  been  well 
acquainted  with :  for  a  great  minifter 
(fuch  as  the  Favourite  was  pretended  to 
be)  will  always  confider  the  temper  of 
the  people,  and  fet  the  example  of  former 
times  before  him,  previous  to  his  taking 
any  ftep  which  can  be  faid  to  be  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  them.  But  whatever  were  his 
motives,  certain  it  is,  that  finding  the 
public  odium  increafe  on  all  fides  againft 
him,  fome  of  his  friends  declared,  while 
this  bill  was  in  agitation,  that  as  foon  as 
it  fhould  be  pafled,  he  would  relinquifh 
his  public  character  of  minifter. - Per¬ 

haps 
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haps  the  beft  vindication  of  him  in  this 
meafure,  is,  that  he  was  determined  to 
fimfh  his  adminiftration  as  he  had  begun 

“ J  lJ?at  is>  Iike  11  tme  Stuart ;  for  the 
xcife  was  the  darling  of  the  Stuarts  : 

t  ey  imported,  nurfed,  and  adopted,  this 
Favourite  Son  of  Tyranny ;  and  it  is  to 
them  we  are  beholden  for  the  ravages 
which  this  deftrudive  monger  has  made 
of  our  Liberties. 

A  fhort  hiftory  of  the  Excife  may  not 
be  improper  in  this  place,  which,  on  ma¬ 
ny  accounts  is  interefting,  and  from  which 

even  minifters  may  draw  an  ufeful  leffon. 

The  Excife  was  a  projedfentfromltaly 
to  King  James,  in  the  year  1618,  as  a 
compleat  plan  of  revenue  and  power.  He 
adopted  it j  but  on  propofing  it  to  his 
Pnvy  Council,  was  diffuaded  from  it. 
His  fucceffor ,  Charles  I.  took  it  up  in  the 
year  1628,  and  iffued  a  commiffion  of 
Excife,  accompanied  with  a  Jecret  levy  of 
troops  abroad,  to  fecure  its  fuccefs;  but  it 

wasdifcoveredbyParliament,oppofed,and 

after  fome  druggie,  in  which  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  voted  all  thofe  who  were  friends  to 

that 
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that  Excife,  **  Enemies  to  the  State,  and 
no  true  Englitbmen.”  The  King  was 
forced  to  give  it  up ;  and  they  foon  after 
impeach’d  the  Duke  of  Buckingham 
for  Exciting  them.  After  the  troubles  be¬ 
gan,  the  Parliament  itfelf  eftablithed  an 
Excife  by  law  in  1643.  It  made  the 
people  uneafy,  fo  that  Parliament  promifed 
by  the  Judges  on  their  Circuits,  in  1645, 
that  it  fhould  be  taken  off  as  foon  as 
the  urgency  of  the  war  was  over.  Soon 
after  the  court  of  wards  and  liveries  was 
abolithed,  and  the  Excife  was  likewife 
rejlrained  to  V iSluallers.  Some  attempts 
were  made  in  the  Protectorate  to  extend 
and  perpetuate  the  Excife,  but  they  came 
to  nothing.  At  the  Reftoration  in  1660, 
it  was  propofed  to  give  the  Crown  the 
Excite,  rejlrained  to  ViSluallers,  in  lieu  of 
wards  and  liveries,  and  knight  fervice. 
This,  however,  was  much  oppofed,  and 
it  was  propofed  rather  to  fix  and  regulate 
the  old  powers  of  that  feudal  Court; 
but  the  Court  had  a  mind  to  the  Ex¬ 
cite,  and  carried  it,  though  rejlrained,  but 

H  by 
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%  two,  viz.  149  to  1 51.  In  the  courfe 
of  this  bill,  an  artful  attempt  was  made 
to  extend  the  Excife  to  private  houfes, 
under  the  pretence  of  levying  a  duty 
on  the  makers  of  cyder  and  perry ;  but 
the  Parliament  perceived  the  fnare,  and, 
on  the  queftion,  rejected  the  propo- 
lal.  The  Excife  has  ever  fince  been 
confined  to  Traders  and  Victuallers.  Sir 
Robert  Walpole’s  extenfion  of  it  to  the 
Cuftoms,  was  oppofed  as  a  precedent  that 
might  bring  it  to  private  houfes.  Sir 
Robert  propofed,  as  a  remedy,  to  regulate 
the  powers  of  Excife,  by  an  appeal ;  but 
this  did  not  fatisfy,  and  having  confefs’d 
the  grievance  by  propofing  a  remedy 
(the  oppolite  party  too  being  hron^)  he 
was  forced  to  drop  it,-  and  thus  it  Con¬ 
tinued  till  the  preient  fcheme.  This  was 
fiift  brought  in  as  a  fcheme  of  fupply, 
without  extending  the  Excife,  confining 
the  duty,  which  was  much  heavier  than 
what  was  afterwards  fixed  by  the  aft,  to 
the  Victualler.  This  the  country  Gentle¬ 
men  did  not  reliih,  and  the  court  feeming 

to 
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to  attend  to  them,  changed  the  mode, 
extended  the  Excife  to  private  houfes 
and  lowered  the  duty  The  country 
gentlemen  feeing  the  tax  lowered.  Teemed 
not  to  regard  the  power  of  the  Excife, 
till  they  felt  it,  and  then  in  vain,  or  not 
in  earned:,  oppofed  it. 

One  thing,  however,  mud  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  the  bill  was  hurried  through 


both  houfes  with  fuch  remarkable  and 
iingular  difpatch,  that  there  was  not  time 
tor  the  fufferers  to  petition  and  remon- 
drate  againd  it.  But  the  city  of  London 
immediately  met  in  the  Guildhall,  and 
with  a  fpirit  of  liberty  deferving  the  high-, 
ed  commendations,  unanimoufly  deter¬ 
mined  to  prefent  petitions  to  the  three 
branches  of  the  legiflature,  againd  a  bill 
which  they  could  not  but  conlider  as  an 
invafion  of  the  natural  rights  and  privi¬ 
leges  of  their  fellow  fubjeds.  The  pro- 


*  The  original  plan,  was  ten  '(hillings  on  the 
retailer ,  then  on  the  firjl  buyer ,  and  next  four  (hil¬ 
lings  on  the  grower  ;  and  this  laft  was  only  pitched 
upon  after  the  bill  had  half  palFed  the  houfe,  having 
gone  thro’  the  committee. 
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ceedxngs  of  the  city  the  reader  will  fee 
ifi  the  note  *. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the  bill  was 
lharply  contefied,  and  there  were  ho  lefs 
than  fix  divifions  upon  it.  However,  all 
proved  ineffectual.  The  bill  was  fent  up  to 
the  Lords.  The  day  of  the  fecond  reading, 
the  petition  from  the  city  of  London  was 

prefented 

*  At  a  Court  of  Common  Council ,  held  in  Guildhall  on 
Tuefday  the  22 d  of  March ,  1763,  the  following 
reprefentation  of  the  Lord  Mayor ,  Aldermen ,  and 
Commons  of  the  city  of  London ,  to  their  Reprefenta - 
titles,  in  relation  to  the  original  bill  for  laying  an 
Excife  on  Cyder  ,  &c.  was  agreed  to . 

44  THIS  court  cannot  forbear  exprefling  to  you 
their  fiirprife  at  the  precipitate  progrefs  which  has  been 
made  in  a  new  attempt  towards  a  General  Excife. 

44  The  extenfton  of  Excife  laws  into  private  houfes, 
whereby  the  fubjedf  is  made  liable  to  a  frequent  and 
arbitrary  vifitation  of  officers*  and  the  judicial  deter¬ 
mination  of  commiflloners  removable  at  pleafure,  is 
inconfiftent  with  thofe  principles  of  liberty,  which 
have  hitherto  diftinguifhed  this  nation  from  arbitrary 
governments. 

<c  Ah  attack  upon  the  liberty  of  the  fubjedf,  made 
fo  immediately  after  a  glorious  and  fuccefsful  war, 
and  at  a  time  when  we  had  juft  reafon  to  expedt  to 
enjoy  the  bleflings  of  peace,  demands  your  ferious 
attention. 

44  And  this  court  doth  remark,  that  whatever 
may  be  the  neeeffity  of  the  times,  the  fmallnefs  of 
the  Turn  indicates  that  cannot  be  the  only  motive  to 

fo  extraordinary  a  meafure* 
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prefented  againft  it  by  Lord  T  £  m  p  l  E .  At 
the  fame  time  the  Favourite  was  told*  by 
his  friend  Sir  John  Phillips,  who  faid 
he  had  been  informed  by  Sir  Richard 
Glynn,  that  there  was  another  petition 

ready 

<c  For  thefe  reafons,  this  court  doth  moft  earneftly 
recommend  your  conftant  attendance  in  parliament, 
and  utmoft  endeavours  tQ  oppqfe  every  enlargement, 
and  extenfion  of  the  powers  of  Excife,  and  that  you 
do  not  conceal  from  the  public  any  fuch  attempt, 
nor  fuffer  yourfelves  to  be  amufed  by  any  plaufible 
alteration  in  the  bill,  fubjedting  the  makers  of  cyder 
and  perry  to  Excife  laws.” 

After  which,  a  motion  was  made,  and  thequeftion 
put,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  court,  that  a  peti¬ 
tion  be  prepared  to  the  honourable  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  againft  fo  much  of  a  bill  now  depending  in 
that  honourable  Houfe,  for  granting  to  his  Majefty 
an  additional  duty  on  wine,  cyder  and  perry,  as 
relates  to  the  fubjedting  the  makers  of  cyder  and 
perry  to  the  Excife  laws.  The  fame  was  unani- 
xnoufly  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Whereupon  this  court  doth  nominate  and  appoint 

ALDERMEN, 

Sir  Thomas  Rawlinfon,  Sir  John  Cartwright, 

Sir  William  Stephenfon,  Samuel  Turner,  Efq; 

COMMONERS, 

Mr.  Deputy  Francis  Ellis,  Mr.  Samuel  Freeman* 
Mr.Deputy  Rob.Wilfon,  Mr.  Deputy  Jji.  Money, 
George  Bellas,  Efq$  Mr.  Arthur  Bearcjmo^e, 
Mr.  Henry  Major,  Mr.  John  Newcornbe, 

To  be  a  committee  to  prepare  the  faid  petition,  who 
having  withdrawn,  returned,  and  prefcntinga  draught 

H  3  of 
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ready  to  be  prefented  to  the  King.  Wound¬ 
ed  to  the  quick  by  a  refolution  to  carry  the 
voice  of  the  people  to  the  throne  without 
his  intervention,  he  diredtly  fent  Sir  John 

Phjl- 


of  3  petition,  the  fame  was  unanimoufiy  agreed  to 
m  the  following  words : 


To  the  Honourable  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain 

in  Parliament  ajjembled. 

The  humble  petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen, 

and  Commons  of  the  city  of  London,  in  Common- 
Council  anembled. 


Sheweth, 

i  HA  r  your  petitioners  have  obferved,  by  the 
votes  of  this  honourable  houfe,  that  a  bill  is  now 
depending  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  an  additional 
duty  on  wine,  cyder  and  perry;  which  bill,  your 
petitioners  have  been  informed,  fubjeds  the  makers 
ot  cyder  and  perry  to  the  laws  of  Excife. 

That  your  petitioners,  with  the  deepeft  concern. 
Cannot  help  cqnfidering  this  unexpefted  proceedings 
preparatory  to  a  general  extenfion  of  thofe  grievous 
Ja  ws  ;  for  when  new  orders  of  men,  by  lituation  and 
pro  effion  diftlnafrom  traders,  are  rendered  objects 
ot  the  Excife  laws,  the  precedent  is  formidable,  not 
to  commerce  only,  but  hath  a  fatal  tendency,  which 
your  petitioners  tremble  to  think  of. 

That  as  every  attempt  to  enlarge  the  dominion  of 
th j?  i-'x5!‘e  mult  awaken  your  petitioners  fears,  it  will 
a:fo  juftify  their  dutiful  reprefentations  to  this  honour- 
ho^fe,  the  guardians  of  liberty. 

,  llhat,nfter  a]1  tl)e  burdens  fo  chear fully  borne,  all 
the  hard fbips  fo  patiently  endured,  and  all  the  blood 

fo  freely  Ipilt  in  luppprt  of  the  late  juff,  glorious  and 

fuccefsful 
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Phillips  to  a  fib  re  the  feveral  gentlemen 
of  the  city  committee,  who  were  at  that 
time  in  the  lobby,  that  if  they  would  ftop 
their  petition  to  the  King,  L.  B.  would 

'  pro- 

t  '  «  i 

fuccefsful  war,  your  petitioners  moft  humbly  hope, 
that  the  meritorious  fubjedfs  of  this  country  may  not 
feel  the  extenfion  of  excife  laws  amongft  the  firft 
fruits  of  peace. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  moft  humbly  pray, 
that  fo  much  of  the  faid  bill,  as  fubjedts  the  makers 
of  cyder  and  perry  to  the  powers  of  excife,  may  not 
pafs  into  a  law. 

And  your  Petitioners  Jh all  ever  pray . 

This  petition  not  having  the  defired  effedt,  another 
court  of  Common-council  was  held  on  Monday  the 
28th  of  March,  1763,  when  a  motion  was  made 
and  unanimoufly  agreed  to.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  court  to  prefent  an  humble  petition  to  every 
branch  of  the  legiflature,  before  whom  the  bill,  fub- 
jedting  the  makers  of  cyder  and  perry  to  excife  laws- 
fhall  depend. 

Whereupon  the  fame  perfons  who  had  drawn  up 
the  former  petition  were  appointed  to  be  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  prepare  two  more,  one  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
and  the  other  to  his  Majefty ;  except  Mr.  Alderman 
Blunt,  and  Mr.  Deputy  Long,  who  were  chofen  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Alderman  Turner,  and  Mr.  De¬ 
puty  Ellis. 

The  committee  having  withdrawn,  returned,  and 
pretented  the  draught  of  a  petition  to  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  the  Houfe  of  Lords  (which  was  in  the  fame* 
words  as  the  petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons)  and 
the  fame  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to.  They  alfo  pre- 

ft  4  fented 
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promifc,  that  the  adt  fhould  be  repealed 
next  year.  Upon  which  one  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  faid,  Who  can  undertake  for  L.  B’s 
being  Minifter  next  year ;  or  for  his  ha¬ 
ving  the  fame  influence  then,  as  now  ? 
Therefore  they  inftantly  defpifed  fuch  a 
wretched  and  invidiousattempt,todifluade 

them  from  their  fteady  and  laudable  pur- 
pofe,  and  declared,  they  would  not  truft  to 

L.  B's 

/ 

fented  a  draught  of  a  petition  to  the  King’s  mod 
excellent  majefty,  which  was  agreed  to  in  the  following 

To  the  KIN  G’s  moft  excellent  Majefty. 

The  humble  petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Commons  of  the  city  of  London,  in  Common 
Council  aflembled, 

...  Moft  humbly  flieweth, 

THAT  your  petitioners  are  fully  convinced,  that 
the  cohering  the  duties  intended  to  be  laid  upon  the 
makers  of  cyder  and  perry,  by  way  of  Excife,  is  not, 
nor  can,  in  many  inftance-s,  be  fo  regulated,  but 
that  it  will  occafion  numberlefs  difficulties  and  quef- 

lions. 

_ 

That  the  method  of  trial  and  decifion  of  Excife 
difputes  are  founded  only  in  neceflity,  being  in  their 
nature  arbitrary  and  inconftftent  with  the  principles 
of  liberty,  and  the  happy  conftitution  of  your  Ma- 
jefty's  government. 

That  the  expofing  private  houfes  to  be  entered 
into,  and  fearched  at  pleafure,  by  perfons  unknown, 
will  be  a  badge  of  flavery  upojp  your  people. 

That 
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L.  B’s  promife }  and  firmly  aflured  him 
of  their  fixed  intention  to  adhere  to  their 
refolution  if  the  bill  fhould  pafs.  In  the 
evening  a  card  from  Mr.  Jenkinson,  at 
that  time  L.  B’s  Secretary,  was  brought 
to  Sir  James  Hodges,  Town-Clerk  of 
the  city,  defiring  him  to  come  next  morn¬ 
ing  to  L.  B’s  in  South  Audley-ftreet.  Sir 
James  obeyed  the  meffage,  and  was  m- 


That  your  Petitioners,  firmly  confiding  in  your 
Majefty’.  gracious  favour,  and  filled  with  a  molt 
humble  and  grateful  fenfe  of  your  paternal  affedhon 
for  your  people,  moft  humbly  befeech  your  Majefty 
lo  proteft  their  liberty,  and  to  keep  them |hapg 'and 
at  eafedfree  from  the  apprehenfion  of  being  di  jurbe!* 
in  their  property ;  by  which  your  Majefty  will  eredt 
“faffing  monument  of  your  goodnefs  in  every  houfe 

10  Your1  petitioners  therefore  moft  humbly  'tnpjore 
vour  Majefty,  that  you  will  not  give  your  royal  affent 
to  fo  much  of  the  bill,  as  fubjeas  the  makers  of  cyder 

and  perry  to  Exc‘^^r  petitioners  Jhall  ever  pray . 

« 


This  laft  petition  was  complained  of,  as  unconfti- 
tutional ;  and  in  feme  meafure  it  certainly  was,  for  it 
felicited  the  King  to  withhold  his  confent  to  only  a 
part  of  the  bill,  which  he  could  by  no  means  do;  for 
he  is  not  invefted,  by  the  conft.tut.on,  W'th  any 
power  to  make  the  leaft  alteration  'n  either  public  or 
private  bills ;  he  muft  either  pafs  or  rejea  them  wholly 

as  they  are  laid  before  him.  troduced 

3 
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Tl  dMd-7heMil,merb^hiS  Secretary. 
1C  M,nifter  defired  he  would  go  and  ac- 

q^ntthe  gentlemen  of  the  committee, 

*  lf  the  Petltion  to  the  King  was  not 

f  *d’  he  Would  Pr°™k  to  get  the  aft 
repealed  next  feffion.  Sir  James  imme- 

e  lately  went  to  feveral  of  the  gentlemen, 

a"d  C?deded  ^  many  as  he  could  to  his 
,hcC  \n  Guddhall  ;  where  he  told  them 

W‘ a*  had  Paffed  between  the  Minifter 
and  himfelf :  but  they  defpifed  and  Wh- 

ed  at  the  tale,  alluring  him  it  was  only  a 
repetition  of  what  had  been  faid  to  them 
tne  day  before.  A  Ihort  time  after  Lord 
Temple  happened  to  take  notice  of  thefe 
secret  and  fcandalous  tamperings  with  the 
city.  Upon  which,  the  Favourite  got  uo 
and  allured  his  auditors,  upon  his  honour. 
Mat  he  had  never  promifed  direftly,  nor 
indireftly,  his  endeavours  to  procure  a 
repeal  of  the  cyder  aft,  if  the  city  of 
London  would  withdraw  their  petition  to 
t/!e  jGnS  a£ainft  palling  it;  and  that  the 
whole  of  fuch  report  was  a  faftious  lie. 

1  hls  affertion  was  conlidered  as  o0 ing  fo 
very  ftrongagainft  Sir  James  IIodg'es, 

1  that 
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that  doubts  began  to  arife  whether  he  had 
not  been  too  officious  in  his  late  conference 
with  the  Minifter;  and  a  court  of  Com¬ 
mon-council  was  called  to  make  en¬ 
quiry  into  his  conduit.  At  this  enquiry, 
which  was  upon  oath,  the  above  fadts  ap¬ 
peared  to  the  entire  fatisfaition  of  all  pre- 

fent ;  which  clearly  Ihewed  who  was  the 
liar. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  alfo  the  bill  un¬ 
derwent  a  very  fevere  animadverlion.  On 
the  fecond  reading  the  following  proteft 
was  entered. 


Die  Luna  2  8  Martii ,  1763. 

THE  order  of  the  day  being  read  for 
the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  intituled. 
An  adt  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  feveral 
additional  duties  upon  wines  imported 
into  this  kingdom,  and  certain  duties  on 
all  cyder  and  perry ;  and  for  raifing  the 
fum  of  three  millions  five  hundred  thou— 
fand  pounds,  by  way  of  annuities  and 
lotteries,  to  be  charged  on  the  faid  duties; 

The  faid  bill  was  accordingly  read  a  fe¬ 
cond  time. 


And  it  being  propofed  to  commit  the 

W1  :  The 


The  fame  was  objected  to. 
After  a  long  debate  thereupon 


The  queftion  was  put.  Whether  this 
bill  lhall  be  committed  ? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Contents,  7  2  "I  * 

Provide  * 


Proxies, 

Diflentient. 


ill.  Becaufe  we  conceive  there  would 
have  accrued  lefs  detriment  to  the  public 
by  rejecting  this  bill,  than  by  agreeing  to 
it  i  fince  it  would  have  been  eafy,  had  the 
bill  been  rejected,  to  have  provided  the 
neceflary  fupplies  by  fome  other  ways  and 
means  lefs  dangerous  to  the  public  Li¬ 
berty  than  the  extenfion  of  the  laws  of 
Excife,  over  new  orders  of  men,  who,  by 
mere  ignorance  and  inadvertency,  may  be 
fubje&ed  to  the  feverell;  penalties  for  things 
done  in  the  common,  ordinary,  and  ne~ 
celfary  management  of  their  farms. 

2dly.  Becaufe  blending  diftind  matters 
in  the  fame  money-bill,  lays  this  Houfe 
under  the  utmoft  difficulties;  fince  the 
alteration  made  by  this  Houle,  to  any 


parts 
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parts  of  fuch  bill,  may  be  an  unavoidable 
obftru&ion  to  other  parts  of  it,  lefs  liable 
to  obj  edtion,  and  requiring  greater  expe¬ 
dition  and  difpatch :  and  we  conceive,  that 
to  tack  unto  fuch  a  bill,  matters,  which, 
for  many  reafons,  ought  to  be  kept  fepa- 
rate  and  diftindt,  is  deltrudtive  of  all  free¬ 
dom  of  debate  and  all  due  deliberation, 
unparliamentary,  highly  derogatory  to  the 
privilege  of  the  Peers,  and  may  be  of 
dangerous  confequence  to  the  prerogative 
of  the  crown. 

^dly.  Becaufe  we  apprehend  that  fuch 
parts  of  the  faid  bill  as  extend  the  laws 
of  Excife  over  the  makers  of  cyder  and 
perry  are  not  only  injurious  to  the  Liber-7 
ties  of  the  fubjedt,  but  particularly  offen- 
five  to  the  dignity  and  privilege  of  the 
Peers;  lince  their  houfes  may  be  vinted 
and  fearched,  and  they  themfelves  may 
incur  the  penalties  of  this  bill,  to  be  le¬ 
vied  upon  them  by  Juftices  of  the  Peace, 
and  Commiffioners  of  the  Excife  :  we  are 
therefore  doubly  called  upon  to  diiTent 
from  the  palling  of  this  bill,  by  a  due  and 
iuft  fenfe  of  the  dignity  and  privilege -of 

the 
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Peerage,  and  by  a  tender  regard  to  the 

liberties  and  properties  of  the  people,  of 

which  this  Houfe  hath  been  always  ef- 

teemed  the  hereditary  and  perpetual  guar¬ 
dians. 

4thly.  Becaufe  when  we  confider  the 
great  number  of  families,  over  whom  and  " 
their  pofterities  the  laws  of  Excife  are  ex¬ 
tended  by  this  bill,  the  incapacity  of  far¬ 
mers  to  comply  with  it,  not  only  in  refpedt 
to  their  ignorance,  but  to  the  nature  of 
their  bufinefs ;  the  heavy  penalties  impofed 
for  involuntary  offences;  the  fummary  and 
arbitrary  method  oftrying  anddetermining 
thofe  offences,  and  of  levying  thole  penal¬ 
ties  ;  the  great  and  expenfive  increafe  of 
officers  to  be  employed  in  colleding  an 
inconfiderable  and  very  uncertain  revenue; 
and  the  influence  of  thole  officers,  which, 
in  critical  times,  may  be  employed  to  the 
woiffi  of  purpofes;  we  cannot  but  be  molt 
ferioufly  alarmed  at  a  ftretch  of  power,  fo 
wide,  fo  unneceffary,  and  founconftituti- 
onal.  Foley, 

Oxford  and  Mortimer, 
Willoughby  de  Broke. 

On 
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On  the  third  reading,  which  was  only 
two  days  afterwards,  there  was  another 
divifion,  and  a  fecond  proteft,  the  follow¬ 
ing  were  the  Lords  in  the  Minority  : 
Dukes  of  Grafton,  Bolton,  Devonfhire, 
Newcaftle  and  Portland. 

Marquis  of  Rockingham. 

Earls  of  Suffolk,  Plymouth,  Oxford, 
Ferrers,Dartmouth,  Briftol,Afhburnham, 
Temple,  Cornwallis,  Hardwicke,  and 
Fauconbers:. 

Vifcounts  Torrington,  Folkeftone,  and 
Spencer. 

*  *  r 

Lords  Abergavenny,  Willoughby  de 

Broke, Ward, Foley, Ducie,Monfon,Forte- 

fcue.  Archer,  Ponfonby,  Walpole,  Lyt¬ 
telton,  Sonds,  Grantham,  and  Grofvenor. 

Bifliops  of  Ely,  Hereford,  Worcefter, 
Lichfield,  Norwich,  Lincoln,  Chichefrer, 
St.  Afaph,  and  Oxford. 

And  the  following  proteft  was  entered: 
Diffentient. 

I  ft.  Becaufe  by  this  bill  our  fellow- 
fubje&s,  who  from  the  growth  of  their 
own  orchards  make  cyder  and  perry,  are 
fubje&ed  to  the  lnoft  grievous  mode  of 

Excife ; 
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Excife ;  whereby  private  houfes  of  Peers, 
gentlemen,  freeholders,  and  farmers,  are 
made  liable  to  be  entered  and  fearched  at 
pleafure.  We  deem  this  to  be  not  only 
an  intolerable  oppreflion,  affedting  private 
property,  and  deftrudtive  of  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  private  families ;  but,  to  ufe  the 
words  of  one  of  the  firft  gracious  adts  of 
liberty,  paffed  by  our  gracious  deliverer. 
King  William  the  third,  repealing  the 
hearth  money,  **  a  badge  of  llavery.” 

2dly.  Becauie  we  think  we  owe  it  toour 
countrymen,  who  have  fo  chearfully  fub- 
mitted  to  the  great  load  of  taxes,  which 
have  been  found  neceffary,  in  fupport  of  a 
juft,  prolperous,  and  glorious  war  j  by 
every  means  in  our  power  to  mark  our 
high  difapprobation  of  the  terms  upon 
which  three  millions  five  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  have  been  borrowed  on  this 
loan,  without  any  material  alteration 
fince  in  the  ftate  of  the  public  cre¬ 
dit  ;  an  enormous  profit  of  above 
three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  is  already  made  by  fuch  perfons  as 
have  been  favoured  with  (hares  in  thispri- 

vate 
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Vate  fubfcription.  We  apprehend  that, 
in  time  of  peace,  an  open  fubfcription  had 
not  only  been  the  faireff,  but  the  cheapeff 
method  of  borrowing  any  fums,  which 
the  neceffities  of  the  public  might  cal!  for* 
It  appears  to  us,  by  the  votes  of  the  Houle 
of  Commons,  that  on  the  8th  of  this 
inffant,  March,  this  bargain  was  firft 
confented  to  by  them ;  whereby  a  redeem¬ 
able  annuity  of  four  per  cent,  is  given  to 
certain  perfons,  who  offered  to  advance 
this  loan.  No  lefs  than  two  lotteries  in 
one  year,  are  now,  for  the  firft  time* 
without  any  urgent  neceflity,  eftablifhed 
in  the  days  of  peace,  to  the  no  fmall 
excitement  of  the  pernicious  fpirit  of 
gaming,  which  cannot  be  too  much  dif- 
countenanced  by  every  if  ate,  governed  by 
wifdom,  and  a  lober  regard  to  the  morals 
of  the  people.  T  wo  lottery  tickets,  bear¬ 
ing  four  per  cent,  intereff,  from  the  5th 
day  of  April,  1763,  are  allowed,  at  ten 
pounds  each,  to  every  fubfcriber  of  eighty 
pounds  :  whereas,  intereff  at  three  per 
cent,  and  that  to  commence  only  in  a  fu¬ 
ture  year,  hath  been  given  upon  former 

I  lotteries. 
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lotteries,  during  the  higheft  exigencies  of 
the  public;  at  a  time  too,  when  there  was 
in  contemplation  a  lofs  of  no  lefs  than 
thirty  per  cent,  upon  every  blank  and  every 
piize;  and  when  no  lefs  afum  than  twelve 
millions  was  borrowed  for  the  fervice  of 
the  government.  On  the  8th  of  this  in- 
flant,  aforefaid,  and  for  feveral  days  pre¬ 
ceding,  the  general  price  of  flock  was 
very  much  upon  an  equality  with  that 
which  they  bear  at  prefent;  nor  hath  any 
eonfiderable  variation  happened  in  the 
gicat  three  per  cent,  and  four  per  cent, 
annuity  funds  fince  that  time.  The  re¬ 


deemable  annuity,  exclufive  of  the  profit 
to  certainly  to  be  made  upon  the  lottery 
tickets,  fells  at  a  premium  of  two  and  a 
half  per  cent,  and  the  advantage  made 
upon  the  whole  loan,  including  that  on 
the  lottery  tickets,  is  from  ten  to  eleven 
per  cent,  clear  profit ;  whereby  an  exor¬ 
bitant  gain  arifes  to  individuals  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  public. 

for  thefe cogent  and  unrefuted  reaions 
we  have  thought  it  incumbent  upon  us  to 
withstand,  at  the  outlet.  Inch  alarming 

»  O 

pro- 
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proceedings;  fo  repugnant  to  the  princi¬ 


ples  of  oeconomy,  and  to  the  fpirit  of  li¬ 
berty;  and  by  this  folemn  teftimony  to 
declare,  that  we  are  determined,  upon  all 
occaiions,  to  endeavour  to  prated,  as  far 
as  in  us  lies,  the  meaneft  of  our  fellow 
fubjedts  from  oppreffion  of  every  kind. 


Temple, 

Bolton, 


Fortefcue. 

This  was  the  firfl;  time  the  Lords  were 


.  >  »  * 

ever  known  to  divide  upon  a  money  bill. 

The  arguments  made  ufe  of  in  fupport 
of  the  bill  were  briefly  thefe,  That  there 
had  been  many  years  a  confiderable  duty 
on  malt,  which  had  been  lately  encreafed; 
that  at  the  fame  time  the  inhabitants  of 
the  cyder  counties,  and  thofe  who  had 
opportunities  of  buying  immediately  from 
the  grower,  drank  cyder  and  perry  as  the 


fubftitutes  of  malt  liquor,  without  pay¬ 
ing  any  duty  at  all :  and  that  there  was  a 
very  high  tax  upon  beer,  and  very  fmall 
one  upon  cyder.  This  way  of  reafoning 
was  certainly  captivating,  becaufe  a  pro- 
pofal  for  equality  carries  with  it  its  own 


I  2 


recom- 
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recommendation.  It  was  acknowledged 

f  at  ^oe  Excife  was  a  grievous  mode  of 
taxation,  but  it  was  affirmed  to  be  the  bed: 
(or  the  revenue  for  many  obvious  reafons  : 
ana  that  the  other  branches  of  Excife  were 
far  more  grievous.  And,  in  particular, 
-ind  of  parallel  was  drawn  between 
the  Cyder-maker,  the  Hop-grower,  and 
Maltfter:  “  The  firft  had  a  liberty  of 
compounding  for  two  ffiillings  an  head  j 
after  which  neither  his  houfe  nor  even  or¬ 
chard  could  be  entered  by  any  officer,  ex¬ 
cept  as  any  other  private  houfe  in  the 
kingdom  may,  by  oath  of  a  fufpicion  of 
fmuggled  goods.  The  Compounder  too 
had  a  right  to  fell  cyder,  upon  fending 
for  an  officer  to  gauge  what  he  wanted  to 
diipGic  ga  ;  and  ffich  an  officer  durft  not 
enter  any  place  but  where  he  wasdiredfed, 
being  obliged  to  gauge  it  at  his  ilreet- 
door  if  the  Compounder  ordered  him. 
How  different  is  the  cafe  with  the  Hop- 
grower  and  Maltfter!  They  are  both  ex- 
pofea  to  a  furvey :  The  former,  whether 
he  leils  or  not ;  and  the  latter  is  not  al¬ 
lowed  tof.ll,  even  though  he  coniDounds, 

t 

without 
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without  entering  himfelf  as  a  dealer.  The 
Grower  of  Hops  has  often  his  very  bed¬ 
chamber  vifited  by  an  Excifeman ;  for  the 
poorer  fort  of  farmers  are  obliged  to  dry 
and  weigh  their  hops  in  their  own  boufes. 
Another  advantage  which  the  Maker  of 
Cyder  enjoyed,  was,  that  he  might,  if  he 
thought  proper,  only  enter  himfelf  while 
his  cyder  was  making,  and  have  had  the 
whole  quantity  charged  with  the  duty; 
after  which  he  might  have  withdrawn  his 
entry,  and  the  officer  could  have  had  no 
further  right  to  come  near  him,  ’till  he 
renewed  it  the  following  year.” 

Thefe  arguments  prevailed,  and  the  bill 
received  the  royal  affent.  Without  doors 
fome  of  the  befE  advocates  of  the  admi- 
niflration,  confeffed  the  ad  to  have  been 
precipitate  and  impolitic.  Pretty  heavy 
charges  againfta  tax,  which  ought  to  have 
been  contrived  with  deliberation  arid  noif- 
dom !  Certain  it  is,  that  the  difcontents 
which  it  produced  in  the  cyder  counties, 
ieerned  to  threaten  the  internal  peace  of 
thefe  parts;  and  government  was  fo  fe- 
rioufly  alarmed  by  the  probability  of  po- 
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pular  tumults,  that  they  immediately  or- 

aered  feveral  bodies  of  troops  to  march 

towards  the  different  fcenes  of  expedted 

disturbance,  and  there  to  form  a  Hne  of 

feme  hundred  miles  in  length,  in  order  to 

prevent  any  breaches  of  the  peace,  and  to 

enforce  the  execution  of  this  unconffitu- 
tional  law. 

c  H  A  P.  XI. 

The  Earl  oj  Bute  refolves  to  refign.  Again 
attempts  to  divide  the  Oppofition  f 
foiled.  Promifes  never  more  to  interfere 
tn  Public  Affairs.  Provides  for  his  re¬ 
lations.  Rejigns-,  and  retires.  The  Lords  ■ 
Le  Defpencer  and  Holland  created.  Re¬ 
marks  on  Lord  Bute’s  difmterejlednefs. 

rJH  ^  ^  ferment  which  the  new  Ex- 

T  J  ,CJ!e  ^avv  occaf°ned  among  thepeo- 
ple, added  to  that  which  had  already  been 

raffed  by  the  other  meafures  of  the  Mi- 
.  er*  ^  aPParently  endangered  his  fitu- 
ation,  that  he  prudently  refolved  to  retire 

, 10m  *he  ftorm>  wJlich  indeed  feemed  to 
oe  gathering  thick  oyer  his  head,  and  to 

threaten 
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threaten  his  definition.  He  found  al- 
moft  the  whole  Engliffi  nation  fo  incen- 
fed  againft  him,  that,  in  all  probability,  he 
confidered  it  much  better  to  refign,  than, 
by  a  continuance  in  office,  to  perfevere  in 
provoking  the  refentment  of  the  people, 
whofe  indignation  he  had  already  expeii- 
enced*  ;  and  whofe  rage  might,  one  day 
or  other,  prove  fatal  to  him.  Howevei, 
it  mu  ft  be  acknowledged,  that  the  public 
hatred  was  in  fome  meafure  incited,  ana 
to  a  very  great  degree  increafed,  by  the 
political  writings  againft  him:  particularly 
and  principally,  by  the  paper  called  the 
North  Briton,  which  for  four  and  forty 
weeks  fo  clofely  purfued  and  perfecuted 
him,  that  it  may,  with  the  ftricfteftjuf- 
tice,  be  faid,  he  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  in- 

ss  received  two  remarkable  inflances  of  this  \ 
the  firft  was  as  he  was  going  to^the  Lord  Mayor  of 
London’s  entertainment  at  the  Guildhall,  when,  al¬ 
though  he  was  efcorted  by  a  number  of  Piize-fight- 
ers,  yet  he  was  attacked  by  the  populace,  his  guard 
put  to  flight,  his  carriage  broke,  and  himfelf  very 
narrowly  efcaped  the  ftroke  ct  a  ciub  .  the  other 
was,  as  he  was  going  to  the  Parliament  Houle,  when 
the  civil  power  preferved  him. 
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trepidity,  wit  and  fatire  of  that  ingenious 
2nd  public-fpirited  writer. 

As  foon  as  the  Excife  law  had  received 
the  Royal  affent,  the  Minifter  began  to 
make  preparation  for  his  refignation. 
His  firff  care  was  to  provide  fucceffors; 
and  in  this  he  attempted  to  imitate  the 
con  duel  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who, 
previous  to  his  refignation,  had  tampered 
with  and  found  means  to  divide  the  op- 
pofiton,  ana  tocompofean  adminiftration 
oi  only  fuch  as  he  could  truft.  But  the 
Earl  of  Bute  did  not  find,  among  the 
leaders  in  the  oppofition  in  1762,  the 
iame  dilpofition  for  places  which  Sir 
Robert  had  experienced  among  the  fore- 
moft  of  his  antagonifts  in  1742.  The 
former  were  thofe  who  had  abhorred 
that  defertion  at  the  period  of  its  appear¬ 
ance,  and  had  too  much  honour  to  be 
guilty  of  that  crime  themlelves,  which 
they  had  fo  feverely  dogmatized  in  others. 

It  is  true,  there  were  feveral  perfons  of 
iiigh  rank  and  great  parliamentary  interell 
in  the  oppofition  in  1762,  who  would 
gladly  have  accepted  the  Favourite’s  offers  j 

but 


(  129  ) 

but  he  rightly  considered,  that  thefe,  ab¬ 
stracted  from  their  friends,  were  of  no 
estimation  with  the  public.  Having 
therefore  met  with  a  refufal  from  the  men 
of  confequence,  he,  for  a  time  afcleaft, 
call  aSide  all  thoughts  of  the  opposition, 
and  determined  to  try  another  fet  which 
were  no  other  than  the  principals  of  thofe 
who  had  Supported  him  in  office.  Thefe 
he  found  were  ready  to  advance  to  the  in¬ 
tended  vacancies,  upon  condition  that, 
after  their  appointment,  he  did  not  in  any 
manner  whatfoever,  interfere  in  any  of  the 
departments  of  government.  This  he 
moit  folemnly  promifedto  obferve.  Their 
motive  in  extorting  that  promife,  was 
founded  on  a  defire  of  establishing  an  in¬ 
dependency,  which  they  confidered  as 
abfolutely  neceffary,  in  order  to  give  per¬ 
manency  to  their  administration  ;  for  they 
knew  the  ficklenefs  and  changeable  difpo- 
fition  of  the  Favourite,  and  that  without 
fuch  an  affertion,  which  was  intended  to 
denounce  the  truth  of  their  Stability,  they 
Should  be  deferted  by  a  great  part  of  their 
parliamentary  Strength ;  and  in  order  to 

make 
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make  this  part  of  their  foundation  the 
more  fecure,  they  claimed  the  affiftance 
and  fupport  of  his  friends  in  Parliament, 
who,  upon  that  condition,  were  to  re¬ 
main  in  their  offices,  or  be  removed  to 
others,  at  leaf!  as  good.  To  all  this  he 
agreed  j  and  when  every  thing  had,  to  all 
appearance,  been  finally  fettled,  he  re- 
figned  on  the  8th  day  of  April,  1763, 
after  a  ffiort  reign  of  only  ten  months 
and  ten  days  *.  Sir  Francis  Daffiwood, 
hio  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  was 

created 

*  A  few  days  before  his  refignation  the  following 
promotions  were  made : 

r  James  Stuart  Mackenzie,  brother  to  Lord  Bute, 
xveeper  of  the  Privy  Seal  in  Scotland,  3000I.  a 
year. 

Alexander  Frafer,  Efq;  half  brother  to  Lord  Bute, 
a  CommiHioner  of  Trade  or  Police  in  Scotland, 
400  1.  a  year. 

Sir  Robert  Menzies,  Bart,  brother-in-law  to  Lord 
Bute,  a  Commiflioner  of  Trade  or  Police  in  Scot¬ 
land,  400  I.  a  year. 

John  Campbell,  Efq;  brother-in-law  to  Lord 
Bute,  and  Head  Colle&or  of  Stamps  in  Scotland,  a 
Lord  of  the  Seffions  in  Scotland,  700 1.  a  year. 

• — -  Courtnay,  Efq;  brother-in-law  to  Lord 

Bute,  CommifTary  of  Minorca,  800  1.  a  year,  be¬ 
tides  apartments  for  a  Deputy. 
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created  Lord  Le  Defper.cer.  His  other 
friend,  and  moil  material  affiftant,  Mr. 
Fox,  was  created  Lord  Holland.  As  to 
himfelf,  immediately  after  his  refignation, 
he  feigned  ficknefs,  and  ran  away  to  Har- 
rowgate ;  but  when  the  feint  of  hcknefs 
was  detected  and  ridiculed,  his  friends 
then  gave  out,  that  he  was  brought  in, 
forely  againft  his  inclination,  only  to 
make  the  peace,  and  having  fully  com¬ 
pleted  that  great  work,  he  retired,  agree¬ 
able  to  his  own  original  requeft.  Mr. 
Fox  retired  into  France,  and  Lord  Tal¬ 
bot, 

[Lady  Bean  Ruven,  fitter  to  Lord  Bate,  had  a 
penfion  fettled  upon  her  of  400  1.  a  year  foon  after 
his  prefent  Majefty’s  accettion.] 

William  Mure,  Efq;  one  of  the  Barons  of  the 
Exchequer  in  Scotland,  appointed  in  1761,  (and  In¬ 
spector  of  Lord  Bute’s  Private  Affairs  in  Scotland) 
Receiver  General  of  Jamaica,  600  1.  a  year,  paid  on 
the  exchange,  with  a  reverfion  to  Robert  Mure, 
Efq;  his  fon. 

Henry  Wauchope,  Efq;  Member  of  Parliament 
for  the  Shire  of  Bute,  and  Deputy  Privy  Purfe  to 
his  Majefty,  a  peniion  of  630  1.  on  the  Irifh  Elia- 
blifmnenu 

John  Home,  Efq;  (formerly  Rev.  now  Efq;) 
aiithor  of  the  play  of  Douglas,  for  which  his  prefent 
Majefly,  when  Prince  of  Wales,  fettled  a  peniion 
upon  him,  Confervator  of  Scotland,  at  Campvere, 
300  1.  a  year,  without  refidence. 
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bot,  who  had  been  another  of  his  (launch 
adherents,  retired  into  Wales;  fo  that 

there  feemed  to  be  a  clear  ilage  for  the 
new  Minifters  to  enter  upon. 

Among  an  infinite  number  of  virtues 
which  were  afcribed  to  this  North  Britiih 
Minifler,  his  friends  boalled  greatly  of 
his  difintereftednefs,  of  his  having  dif- 
oained  to  touch  thofe  tempting  fpoils 
which  lay  at  his  feet.  Had  they  not  been 
(o  particular  in  their  aflertions  of  this 
falfity,  it  would  not  have  deferved  a  refu¬ 
tation  ;  but  iince  they  laid  their  greateft 
emphafis  upon  it,  a  recapitulation  of  his 
lewaids  and  his  fervices,  may  perhaps  not 
be  unworthy  the  reader’s  notice.  We  will 
begin  with  his  rewards,  hecaufe  he  began 
with  them. 

^  “  He  entered  the  Privy  Council  with  a 
Prince  of  the  Blood  :  he  was  honoured 
with  the  Garter  in  company  with  another 
Prince  of  the  Blood  :  he  obtained  an  Eng- 
!i(h  Peerage  for  his  family,and  the  range  r- 
foip  of  Richmond  park  for  himfelf :  he 
jccured  valuable  tilings  to  his  brother  and 
others  of  his  kindred  (vide  the  preceding 
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note)  ;  and  his  friends  acknowledged, 
that  he  provided  for  all  his  dependents. 

“  Thefe  were  his  rewards ;  now  for 
his  fervices.  He  was  profefledly  the  firft  or 
foie  Minifder  very  little  mere  than  ten 
months.  During  which  time  he  gave  up 
to  the  enemy,  the  mold  valuable  of  our 
conquests  for  a  Peace,  which  very  wife 
men  think  little  better  than  a  truce ;  he 
revived  national  animofities  between  the 
Englifh  and  Scotch ;  he  revived  party 
difdinddions  among  the  Englifh  ;  he  was 
the  means  of  difgracing  the  beft  of  our 
Nobility,  and  of  difmiffing  the  ableft  fer- 
vants  of  the  crown  ;  he  idifled,  by  his  con¬ 
duct,  the  acclamations  duefrom  the  people 
to  their  King  ;  weakened  the  crown,  by 
difpofing  of  almofd  all  the  reverfionary 
patents;  turned  out,  with  inhumanity,  the 
innocent  dependents  of  former  Mini/ders  ; 
increafed  the  peerage, beyond  the  example 
of  any  of  his  predecefiors  ;  borrowed 
public  money  on  exorbitant  terms,  and 
invented  a  new  Excife. 

“  Thefe  are  his  fervices.  Which  dif¬ 
fer  fo  totally  from  thofe  of  his  cotempo¬ 
raries, 
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raries,  that  we  may  conclude,  from  their 
rewards  being  lefs,  that  the  rewards  and 
the  fervices  of  the  North  Briton,  were  not 
meant  to  bear  any  relation  to  each  other. 
We  will  therefore  compare  his  rewards 
with  thofe  of  a  Minifter,  who  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  favoured  by  the  crown,  and 
ierved  it  faithfully  five  and  twenty  years. 


$ir  Rooert  Walpole' s  rewards . 

An  Englifh  Peerage  after 
his  fervices. 

Richmond  Park. 

The  Garter. 

Ample  provifion  for  his 
brother  and  immediate 
dependants. 


The  Earl  of  Bute's  rewards. 

An  Englifh  peerage  before 
his  fervices. 

Richmond  Park. 

The  Garter. 

Ample  provifion  for  his 
brother  and  immediate 
dependants. 


111  There  was  fome  little  difference  in  the 
brothers ;  Sir  Roberts  brother  having 
been  employed  in  public  bufinefs  from  his 
earlieft  years;  and  Lord  B’s.  brother  hav¬ 
ing  been  wholly  unknown  till  within  very 
few  years  paft. - It  is  hoped  we  fhall 

near  no  more  of  Lord  Bute’s  dijmtcrejled~ 
nefs.” 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

Mr.  Grenville  Jucceeds  Lord  Bute.  The 
opinion  which  the  Minority  entertain  of 
the  new  Minijlry.  The  forty-fifth  num¬ 
ber  of  the  North  Briton  publijhed.  The 
Printers  and  Publijhers  apprehended  by 
a  general  warrant.  Mr.  Wilkes  appre¬ 
hended.  His  houfe  entered :  his  papers 
feized.  He  is  carried  by  violence  before 
the  Secretaries  of  State.  Committed  a 
clofe  prifoner  to  the  T iwer.  The  writ  of 

Habeas  Corpus  evaded.  Difcharged  by 
the  Court  oj  Common  Pleas.  The  opinion 
of  that  Court. 

AF ew  days  after  LordB ute’s  refi gn a- 
tlon,  the  Right  Hon.  Mx.  George 
Grenville  was  appointed  Firft  Lord  of 
the  Treafury  and  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  :  he  was  the  fir  ft  who  had 
held  thefe  two  great  employments  fmce 
the  death  of  Mr.  Pelham ;  and  by  the 
union  of  them  in  his  perfon,  he  was 
confidered  as  the  Minifter :  the  Earl  of 

San  d  ** 
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Sandwich  was  appointed  Firft  Lord  of 
theAdmiralty,in  the  room  ofMr.  Gren¬ 
ville.*  Several  other  changes  were 
made,  particularly  at  the  public  Hoards. 
But  the  plan  of  Adminiftration,  and  the 
meafures  of  Government  continued, as  laid 
down  by  the  late  Minifter.  From  this 
uniformityof  Complexion,  the  oppofition, 
who  likewife  remained  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tion,  very  pofitively  affirmed,  that  the  new 
Miniftry  were  no  other  than  the  fub- 
ftitutes  of  the  Favourite,  who  had  only 

*  Lord  Halifax,  upon  his  return  from  Ireland, 
had  been  made  firll  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  in  the 
room  or  the  late  Lord  Anion  $  and  the  right  honour¬ 
able  Mr.  George  Grenville,  who  had  fucceeded  Lord 
Bute  as  Secretary  of  State,  upon  the  advancement  of 
his  Lordfhip  to  the  Freafury,  made  an  Exchange  of 
places  with  Lord  Halifax,  previous  to  the  peace.  So 
tnat  in  this  lad  change  above-mentioned,  there  was 
no  alteration  in  the  Secretaries  of  State  ;  Lord  Egre- 
mont  continued  for  the  fouthern,  and  Lord  Halifax 
tor  the  northern  department  ;  and  it  was  given  out 
by  authority,  to  all  the  foreign  Mihiders  and  others 
connected  in  public  affairs,  that  his  Majedy  had 
placed  his  government  in  the  hands  of  the  light  ho¬ 
nourable  Mr.  George  Grenville,  and  the  Earls  of 
Halifax  and  Egremont,  that  in  all  matters  of  impor¬ 
tance  they  were  to  adt  in  conjunction,  and  to  them 
all  applications  of  bufinefs  were  to  be  directed* 


retired 
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retired  to  a  place  of  fafety  and  fecrecy,  in 
order  flill  to  govern,  tho’  by  other  hands. 
The  fubftance  being  thus  driven  away, 
they  faid,  it  is  not  probable  the  fhadows 
can  laft  long.  To  oppofe  them ,  therefore, 
is  to  oppofe  him.  For  they  alked,  who  are 
thefe  men  ?  Are  they  not  the  fame  who 
fupported  him  in  all  his  odious  meafures, 
particularly  the  latePeace  and  the  Excife  ? 
Are  they  not  the  dregs  of  the  laft  A  thru - 
niftration  ?  Are  they  not  deftitute  of  Par¬ 
liamentary  intereft  ?  Are  they  ppflefted  of 
any  confiderable  property  in  the  kingdom? 
Is  it  not  clear,  therefore,to  demonftration, 
that  having  no  ftrength  or  folid  founda¬ 
tion  of  their  own,  they  muft  be  obliged 
to  adt  in  fubferviency  to  a  concealed  in¬ 
fluence,  and  confequently  is  not  this 
fcheme of clandeftine  adminiftration ,an  in- 
fultupon  the  underftandingsof  thePublic  ? 
This  language,and  agreat  deal  more  to  the 
fame  effedt,  with  which  every  news-paper 
and  other  publication  were  replete,andthe 
truths  which  it  manifeftly  conveyed,  ope¬ 
rated  fo  univerfally  among  the  people, 

K  that 
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that  though  the  advocates  of  the  Adrai- 
niflration  repeatedly  denied  their  being 
undei  the  influence  of  the  Favourite,  yet 

no  one  was  convinced  by  their  aflertions. 

The  North  Briton,  which  had  cea fed 
upon  the  refignation  of  Lord  Bute,  and 
had  gained  a  complete  vidtory  over  that 
Minifter,  menaced  his  fuccetfors,  in  an 
advertifement  which  appeared  on  the  very 
day  (ApriJ  13)  that  the  new  MinifteIS 
Lined  hands  ;  and  on  Saturday  the  23d 
day  of  April,  appeared  the  famous  forty- 
ffib  number  of  that  paper.  It  was  an 
attack  upon  the  i\ing  s  tpeech  made  at  the 
clofe  of  the  fefilon,  and  produced  fuch  a 
feries  of  lingular  and  extraordinary  tranf- 
adhons,  as  perhaps  are  not  to  be  equalled  in 
me  annals  ot  any  civilized  nation.  Upon 
the  appearance  of  that  paper,  the  Admi- 
niflration  mftandy  deemed  it  a  libel.  In 
all  prooabilify,  mey  who  had  tor  a  conli- 
derabie  timefmarted  and  trembled  under 
the  lain  of  this  writer’s  pen,  rejoiced  at 
inis  attack  (as  they  officioufly  chriitened 
it)  upon  their  Sovereign j  and  under  his 

thield, 
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fhield,  there  is  no  doubt  but  they  refolved 
to  avenge  what  they  called  their  own 
injuries.  And  this  is  all  that  can  be 
laid  in  palliation  for  the  enormity  of 
that  rage  and  malice,  which  were  fo  ap¬ 
parent  in  the  fubfequent  violations,  of  not 
only  the  rights  of  Englilhmen,  but  the 
facred  privileges  of  all  fnankind,  againft 
the  fuppofed  author. 

The  facts  of  this  important  and  inte- 
relting  affair  fhall  be  candidly  hated, with 
truth,  and  the  bridled:  impartiality;  and 
with  as  little  reafoning  upon  the  feveral 
points,  as  a  narrative  of  luch  events  can 
poffibly  admit  ;  for  all  the  arguments 
which  arofe,  either  fpontaneoufly  at  the 
time  from  the  obvious  illegality  of  the 
proceedings,  or  were  afterwards  the  re- 
fult  of  mature  conlideration,  the  curious 
reader  will  find,  in  the  political  publica¬ 
tion  of  that  date,  a  fhort  mention  of 
the  bell  of  which  is  in  the  note*. 

The 

*  A  letter  to  the  Earls  of  Egremont  and  Halifax, 
on  the  Siezure  of  Papers. 


fuing  a  General  Warrant  in  the  ufual  office 
form,  to  take  up  theAuthors,  Printers  and 
Publiffiers  of  the  North  Briton,  &c.  This 
warrant  was  granted  not  only  without 
information  upon  oath,  but  even  without 
any  information  at  all,  except  that  of  the 
Publisher's  name*  which  was  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  paper  ;  of  him,  therefore, 
there  could  not  be  the  leaft  doubt  j  but 
with  reipcdt  to  the  Printers  and  Authors, 
the  Mefiengers,  who  were  always  the  ex¬ 
ecutors  of  thefe  warrants,  were  at  full  li¬ 
berty  to  infpedt,  and  take  up  whom  they 
pleated.  The  Secretary  of  State  directed 
the  three  ordinary  Melfengers,  whofe 
names  are  at  the  warrant,  (a  true  copy  of 

'  ■  :  f  imh  i  >  .  , 

Obfervations  upon  the  authority,  manner  and  con¬ 
finement  of  Mr.  YViikes. 

The  Defence  °f  the  Minority.  Written  by  the 
Kight  Hon.  Chai ]es Townfhend. 

I  he  Defence  of  the  Majority. 

A  letter  from  Candor  to  the  Public  Advertifer. 

A  Letter  on  Libels,  Warrants,  Seizure  of  Pa¬ 
pers,  Sureties  for  the  Peace,  &c.  See. 

Phis  laft  is  eileemed  the  moff  interefting  tra& 
that  ever  appeared  in  our  language,  and  is  well  worth 
the  lerious  attention  of  every  Englifhman, 


(  W  ) 

which  the  reader  will  find  in  the  note  *) 
to  go  to  one  Carrington ,  the  principal  and 


firft-named  Mcflcnger,  and  to  get  from 
him  information  of  whom  they  were  to 


>||Q  J  \ 

feize.  Carrington  told  them,  that  an  old 


*  George  Montague  Duftk  Earl  of  Hali¬ 
fax  Vifcount  Siinbury  and  Baron  Ha¬ 
lifax  one  of  the  Lords  of  his  Majefty’s 
(L.S.)  Moil  Honourable  Privy  Council  Lieu¬ 
tenant  General  of  his  Majefty’s  Forces 
and  Principal  Secretary  of  State. 

Thefe  are  in  his  Majefty’s  name  to  authorize  and 
require  you  (takings  Conftable  to  your  affiftance)  to 
make  ftri&  a  d  diligent  fearch  for  the  Authors  Prin¬ 
ters  and  Publifhers  of  a  feditious  and  tieafonable  pa¬ 
per  intitled  the  North  Briton  Number  XLV.  Sa¬ 
turday  April  23  1763  printed  for  G.  Kearfly  in 
Ludgate-Street  London  an  1  them  or  any  of  them 
having  found  to  appre  end  and  fieze  together  with 
their  papers  and  to  bring  in  fafe  euftody  be  tore  me  to 
he  examined  concerning  the  premifesand  further  dean 
with  according  to  law  And  in  the  due  execution 
thereof  all  mayors  fherifts  juftices  of  the  peace  con- 
ftahJes  and  all  other  his  Majefty’s  officers  civil  and  mi¬ 
litary  and  loving  fubje&s  whom  it  may  concern  are  to 
be  aiding  and  affifting  to  you  as  there  fhali  be  occafiOn 
and  for  fo  doing  this  (ball  be  your  warrant  ^jiven  at 
St.  James’s  the  twenty-hxth  day  of  April  in  the  third 

year  of  his  Majefty’s  reign  f\lne4 

directed  to  Dunk  Halifax 

Nathan  Carrington  John  Money 
James  Watfon  and  Robert  B  ackmore 
Four  of  his  majefty’s  meftengers  in  ordinary. 


Printer 


w 
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Printer  (whom  he  did  not  name)  had  told 
im,  that  one  Mr.  Leach,  a  Printer,  in 

Crane-court,  Fleet-ftreet,  was  the  Printer 

or  the  North  Briton;  and  that  Mr. 

vilkes,  whom  public  report  had  faid 
was  the  Author  of  that  paper,  had  been 
lately  fee n  going  into  Mr.  Leach’s  houfe. 
Upon  this  hear- lay  information  and  flrange 
conjecture,  the  Meffengers  entered  Mr. 
Leach’s  houfe  early  in  the  morning,  on 
Friday  the  29th  of  April,  1763,  and 
took  him  out  of  bed  from  his  wife,  while 
his  child  lay  dangeroufly  ill  in  the  room  : 
tftey  feized  all  his  papers,  together  with  alp 
hisjourneymen  and  fervants.  The  latter 
were  not,  as  the  warrant  direded,  carried 
beiore  LordHALiF  ax, but  to  an  alehoufe; 
and,  after  about  twelve  hours  confine¬ 
ment,  were  dilcharged  ;  for  it  foon  ap¬ 
peared  that  Carringtons  information  was 
totally  falfe,  Mr.  Leach  not  being  the 
Printer  of  that  North  Briton;  yet  he  was 
detained  feveral  days  after  his  innocence 
became  fully  known. 

The  next  perfon  apprehended  that 
morning,  was  Mr.  Kearfly,  the  original 


(  143  ) 


and  real  Publifher  ®.  His  houfe  under¬ 
went  a  thorough  and  ftridt  examination  ; 


and  his  letters,  papers, and  accompt  books, 


(all  which  he  very  imprudently  buffered 


,  to  remain  in  his  houfe  from 


pofition  that  itwould  not  be  fearched, after 
he  had  received  undoubted  intelligence  of 


the 


*  In  a  paper  called  “The  cafe  of  George  Kear  fly,” 
drawn  up  by  himfelf,  are  the  following  particulars  : 

“  On  Friday  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  April  1763, 
about  feven  o’clock  in  the  morning,  1  was  informed, 
by  one  of  my  family,  that  feveral  perfons  defired  to 
fee  me.  I  hadened  down  (lairs,  and  found  my  (hop, 
to  my  great  furprizeL  in  the  poffedion  of  Mr.  Wat- 
fon,  one  of  his  Majedy’s  medengers,  with  Mr. 
Clarke,  his  a&iftant,  a  conilable,  and  feveral  other 
attendants.  Mr.  Watfon  informed  me  he  had  a 
warrant  from  the  Secretaries  of  State,  with  orders  to 
make  me,  with  my  whole  family,  prifoners  ;  ajfo  to 
feize  fuch  papers  as  he  fhould  chufe,  together  with 
my  books  of  accompt. 

ct  1  expollulated  with  him,  and  reprefented  the 
didrefs  which  his  execution  of  fuch  unaccountable 
orders  would  inevitably  plunge  me,  as  I  mud  (hut  up 
my  doors,  if  no  perfons  were  permitted  to  attend. 
Fie  (lationed  two  men  in  the  (hop,  with  dried  and 
pofitive  orders  not  to  fufFer  any  perfon  to  quit  the 
houfe  till  he  ihould  give  them  further  mftru6tions. 

44  I  observed,  upon  looking  at  the  warrant,  that 
it  was  not  (as  1  underdood  warrants  executed  in  the 
city  ought  to  be)  figned  either  by  the  right  honourable 


1 


the  Lord  Mayor,  or  fome  other  city  magiftrate. 


K  4 


Mr, 


(  44  ) 

t'hedefignsofgovernment  againft  bim)were 
feized  by  theMeffengers,who  carried  them 
to  the  office  of  the  Secretaries  of  State, 
and  him,  for  the  prefent,  to  one  of  their 
own  houfes  in  Weftminfter.  About  fouT 
o  clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  lame  day, 
he  was  carried  before  the  Earls  of  E&re- 
mont  and  Halifax  to  be  examined  ; 

.  -i  ■  i  and, 

Ur-  Watfon  replied,— It  is  not  neceffary ;  /  Jhall  pay 
no  regard  to  that  circumftance  y  hut  infji  upon  your 
immediate  obedience .  He  inftantly  took  three  of  my  '  - 
principal  accompt-books,  and  fuch  letters,  notes 
memorandums,  &c.  from  off  my  files,  as  he  thought 
proper,  to  a  very  confiderable  number.  He  ordered 
Clarke,  at  the  fame  time,  to  attend  me  up  flairs, 
and  examine  my  bureau,  and  all  places  where  papers 
were  depofited.  He  faithfully  executed  his  diretSfor’s 
commands,  exploring  the  contents  of  every  drawer, 
prying  into  my  call!,  notes  of  hand,  draughts,  &c. 

“  After  this  general  fearch,  the  whole  of  fuch 
articles  as  Mr.  Watfon  thought  proper,  were  carried 
away,  as  alfo  my  father  and  felf.  My  books  and 
papers  were^  immediately  carried  to  the  Secre¬ 
taries  of  State  s  office,  for  their  infpecSlion.  In  the 
courfe  of  my  examination,  I  gave  their  Lordfhips 
as  much  information  as  was  confiftent  with  my  fitu* 
ation.  ^  be  Earls  of  Egremont  and  Halifax  £ 
Meffieurs  Wood  and  Wefton,  Under  Secretaries  | 
Mr.  Webb,  Solicitor  to  the  Treafury,  and  Mr! 
Stanhope,  Law-Clerk,  were  prefent. 

“  The  Earl  of  Egremont  was  pleafed  to  obferve, 

Dwn  Me  mufi  inform  me ,  the  object  of  their 
refentment  was  the  Author ,  not  the  F^ubltjher »  T  he 

Earl 


(  H$) 

and,  without  being  put  upon  his  oath,  he 
told  them  many  things,  particularly,  1 
that  Mr.  Charles  Churchill  re¬ 
ceived  the  profits  arifing  from  the  fale  of  - 
theNorth-Briton;  that  one  Mr.  Balfe,  ino 
the  Old  Bailey,  was  the  Printer ;  and  that  ' 
Mr.  Wilkes,  whom  he  believed  to  be 
theAuthor,  gave  orders  for  the  printing.* 
Of  this  lait  fadt,  (the  giving  orders)  there 
was  fufficient  proof  found  among  his  pa¬ 
pers,  as  afterwards  appeared  upon  the 
trial  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  when  government 

Earl  of  Halifax  joined  his  Lordlhip  in  this  declaration* 
Mr.  Webb  added,  you  muft  return  to  Mr.  Watfon’s 
hotife.” 

fie  was  releafed  upon  bail,  after  eleven  days  con¬ 
finement. 

*  However,  it  afterwards  appeared  upon  his  trial 
from  the  evidence  of  Johnffon,  another  Bookfellcr, 
who  was  privy  to  feme  matters  concerning  the  North 
Briton,  that  it  had  been  agreed  between  Kearfly  and 
his  Employer,  that  he  (hould  give  up  the  author,  if 
netejfary  ;  and  that  the  opinion  of  council  (hould  be 
taken  upon  each  number  before  it  went  to  the  prefs. 
This  latter  condition  was  a  very  improper  one;  for 
in  politics  it  is  remarkable  that  lawyers,  of  all  others, 
are  the  worft  perfons  to  confult  with.  There  is  in 
them  a  bias  of  callings  as  the  Marquis  of  Halifax  calls 
it,  that  is  unfavourable  to  that  freedom  and  ingenuity 
of  ideas  which  matters  of  this  fort  particularly  re¬ 


quire  to  the  right  difeuffion  of  them 
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did  not  hefitate  to  make  ufe  of  this  evi¬ 
dence  io  infamoufly  and  illegally  obtained, 
particularly  alettervvas  produced  and  read 
from  Mr.  Wilkes  to  Mr.  Kearfly,  con¬ 
taining  diredions  for  printing  one  of  the 
numbers  of  the  North  Briton,  which  was 
pretended  to  be  the  Forty-fifth,  becaufe  it 
contained  two  fheets,as  the  letterdireded, 
though  there  was  another  North  Briton 
which  was  hkewife  two  fheets,  and  was 
number  45  alfo  :  and  to  this  day  there  is 
no  pofitive  evidence  of  Mr.  Wil  KES  be¬ 
ing  the  author  of  that  paper.  Kearfly 
figned  his  information,  and  upon  it  Balfe 
thePrinter,was  immediately  apprehended, 
who  made  no  lefs  than  the  eight-and  for- 
tietn  perfon  feized  by  this  famous  war¬ 
rant  :  in  his  examination,  which  was  that 
evening,  he  faid  muen  to  tne  fame  etfed 
as  Kearfly.  In  confequence  of  thefe  in¬ 
formations,  neither  of  which,  the  reader 
will  obferve,  was  upon  oath,  orders  were 
given  to  feize  Mr.  Wilkes;  and  the 
iame  general  and  illegal  warrant,  which 
had  been  twice  returned  into  the  office, 
was  now  fent  out  a  third  time.  By  thefe 

returns 
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returns  this  famous  warrant  had  already 
done  more  than  its  duty,  and  therefore  it 
was  clearly  funSius  officio.  Every  com¬ 
mon  Juftice  of  Peace  knows,  that  to  ap¬ 
prehend  Mr.  Wilkes,  another  warrant 
ihould  have  been  ifiued;  and  it  is  certain 
that  Lord  Halifax, when  giving  orders 
for  the  apprehenfion  of  Mr.  Wilkes* 
thought  it  necelfary,  and  intended  to  put 
Mr.  W  i  lkes’s  name  in  the  propofed  new 
warrant!  but  was  prevented  by  the  Crown 
Lawyers,  three  of  whom  were  prefent, 
viz.  Mr.  Yorke,  the  Attorney  General  ; 
Mr. Nor  ton,  the  Solicitor  General:  and 
Mr.WEBB,  the  Solicitor  to  the  Treafury, 
v/ ho  did  not  think  another  warrant  at  all 
neceilary  ;  and  as  to  the  naming  of  Mr. 
Wi  ikes,  it  has  been  aflerted,  that  Mr. 
Webb  faid,  it  was  better  not . 

At  this  congrefs  of  the  Crown  Law- 

%  ^  * 

yers,  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General 
delivered  their  opinions  in  writing.  “  That 
“  the  North  Briton,  number  45,  was  an. 
“  infamous  and  feditious  libel,  tending  to 
“  inflame  the  minds,  and  alienate  the  af- 
u  fedions  of  the  people  from  his  Ma- 

“  jefty. 
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u  jefty,  and  excite  them  to  traiterous  in- 
“  furredions  againft  his  government,” 
And  they  further  declared,  "  That  the 
“  publication  of  a  libel,  being  a  breach 
“  of  the  peace,  is  not  a  cafe  of  privilege ; 
«f  and  that  Mr.  Wilkes  might  be  com- 
“  mitted  to  any  prifon,  upon  the  evidence 
“  laid  before  the  Secretaries  of  State.” 
Surely  thefe  Lawyers  were  ignorant  that 
the  informations  laid  before  the  Secretaries 

Y  ,  .•  ,  '  1  i  ■  _  f.  J  -  '  ;  ^  r  •  ■  ’  ’■  :  f'  ■ 

of  State,  were  not  taken  upon  oath.  It 
was  likewife  affirmed  in  all  the  public 
news-papers,  by  the  defenders  of  the 
adminiftration,  that  the  late  Lord  Ha rd- 

wicke,  who  was  then  alive,  had  de- 

:  -  •  .  /  «  .  ;  ;  ,  '■  '• 

‘  '  J  •-*'  -  • 

dared  his  opinion  to  be  “  That  the 
«f  publication  of  a  libel  was  a  breach  of 
“  the  peace,  and  therefore  not  a  cafe  of 
“  privilege.” 

Thus  it  happened  by  the  interpolation 
of  the  Lawyers,  that  the  General  W ar- 
rant,  of  the  26th  of  April,  was  the  Mef- 
fengersauthority  for  feizing  Mr.  Wi  l  kes, 
although  the  informations  againft  him 
were  not  taken  until  the  29th.  And  in 

order  to  make  this  breach  of  law,  and 

•  ^  '  »  /■> 

0  .  every 


\ 
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every  Englifh  man’s  fecurity,  the  more 
wanton  and  flagrant,  they  had  verbal  or¬ 
ders  fromLordEGREMONT,  to  force  open 
his  houfe  at  midnight,  and  to  feize  his  - 
perfon,  together  with  all  his  papers.  But 
whether  felf-prefervation, or  a  doubt  con¬ 
cerning  the  legality  of  fuch  procedure,  or 
what  other  caule,  is  not  material,  certain 
it  is,  the  wifer  Meflengers  delayed  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  the  warrant  until  next  morning  $ 
and  not  even  then  daring  to  enter  the 
houfe  by  violence,  they  waited  a  conflde- 
rable  time  in  the  ftreet  for  an  opportunity 
of  getting  in,  when  the  door  fhould  be 
opened.  Mr.  Wilkes  had  very  early 
that  morning  gone  into  the  city,  of  which 
circumftance  it  is  probable  the  Meflengers 
had  been  informed,  for  as  he  Was  coming 
home,  one  of  them,  named  Watfon,  ar¬ 
retted  him  at  his  own  door.  Mr.  Wilkes 
demanded  to  fee  the  warrant,  and  not 
finding  his  name  in  it,  nor  any  defcription 
of  his  perfon,  nor  even  one  word  which 
might  allude  to  him,  more  than  any  other 
man,  he  refufed  to  obey  it.  The  other 

j  \  ■ 

Meflengers  immediately  entered  thehoufe, 

and 
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and  took  pofleflion  of  it.  At  this  infant' 
a  pcrfon  with  whom  he  had  fome  ac¬ 
quaintance,  happening  to  call  upon  him. 
they  talked  together  a  few  moments  in 
one  of  the  parlours,  in  the  fight,  hut  not  in 
the  hearing  of  fome  of  tne  Mefiengers  • 
who,  contrary  to  their  ufual  caution  upon  1 
thefe  occafions,  buffered  the  perfon  to  go 
out.  He  went  immediately  to  Lord  Tem-  1 
PEE,  and  informed  his  Lordlhin  of  what 
was  palling  at  Mr. Wilkes’s,  particularly 
of  the  obvious  illegality  of  the  warrant; 
His  Lordlhip  was  greatly  furprized,  and 
went  immediately  to  Weftminfter.  Find¬ 
ing  the  Mefiengers  in  poficffion  of  Mr. 
Wilkes’s  houfe,  he  delired  to  fee  their 
warrant,  and  being  inftantly  ftruck  with 
its  notorious  illegality,  he  aiked  them, 
why  they  did  not  go  and  feize  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  or  the  Lord  President,  and 
take  polfeffion  of  their  houfes,  fince  the 
warrant  might  as  well  be  ferved  upon  ei¬ 
ther  of  them  as  upon  Mr.  Wilkes.  To 
which  they  anfwered,  that  they  had  ver¬ 
bal  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
where  to  go,  and  that  they  had  been  com¬ 
manded 
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fnanded  to  forcibly  enter  Mr.  Wilkes’s 
houfe,  and  drag  him  out  of  bed  at  mid¬ 
night,  and  to  feize  all  his  papers.  Such 

inhuman  orders  for  the  commiffion  of 

■ 

fuclywanton  and  unnecefiary  outrages, 
muft  undoubtedly  have  fhocked  hisLord- 
thip,  as  they  did  the  whole  public  after¬ 
wards,  and  determined  him  to  exert  his 
utmoft  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  liberties 
of  his  country,  thus  malicioufiy  and 
cruelly  trampled  upon,  by  the  infolence 
i.  ^ ^  and  a  new  ereded  fpecies  of 

tyranny.  And  it  is  further  remarkable, 
that,  for  not  obeying  thefe  inhuman  or- 
detS,  the  rvlelfengers  were  afterwards 
threatened  with  difmiffion  from  their 
places.  Lord  Temple  immediately  went 

toWeflminfter-hal!,andthecourtof  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas  being  tneo  fitting,  a  writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus  was  moved  for,  and  order¬ 
ed  to  iflue  as  foon  as  pofiible. 

In  the  mean  time,  feveral  gentlemen, 
frienas  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  being  informed 
that  the  King’s  Mefiengers  had  entered 
his  houfe,  went  diredly  to  his  affiftance. 
As  toMr. Wilkes  himfelf,  having  refufed 
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to  obey  the  warrant,  theMeffengersforced 
him  into  a  chair,  and  he  was  carried  by 
violence  to  Lord  H  ALiFAx’s,where  Lord 
Egremont  attended,  in  order  to  be  pre- 
fentat  his  examination.  Their  Lordfhips 
afked  him  feveral  quefHons,  to  all  which 
he  made  not  the  leaf!:  anfwer  ;  and  the 
few  words  he  did  fay  in  that  critical  mo¬ 
ment,  tended  chiefly  to  treat  their  ufurped 
and  illegal  authority  with  the  contempt  it 
juftly  merited.  He  however  informed 
their  Lordfhips  of  the  orders  actually  gi¬ 
ven  by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
his  Habeas  Corpus.  And  John  Walsh, 
and  Richard  Hopkins,  Efqrs.  likewife 
informed  Mr.  Webb,  and  Mr.  Lovel 
Stanhohe,  Law-Clerk  to  the  Secreta¬ 
ries,  of  fuch  orders  being  given  by  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  that  the 
writ  was  directed  to  Watfon  and  Black- 
more,  the  two  Meffengers  who  then  had 
Mr.WiEKES  in  cuftody.  Motwithftanding 
thefe  informations,  yet  did  the  Secretaries 
of  State  fhift  him  into  the  hands  of  other 

Meffengers,  and  fign  his  commitment  to 

the 
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the  Tower,  *  refolving  by  that  means  to 
evade  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus ;  and  in 
order  to  make  that  evafion  as  certain  as 

•  /  '*•  '  <  -  .  *  '*  »■•  ‘  '•*  \  •.  •«'  ’  ^  *• .  .</  ‘  H\' 

pofiible. 


*  The  following  is  a  true  copy  of  the  warrant  of 
commitment: 

Charles  earl  of  Egremont  and  George  Dunk 
__  $  earl  of  Halifax  lords  of  his  majedy’s  mod: 

'  "  honourable  privy  council  and  principal  fe- 
cretaries  of  date. 

Thefe  are  in  his  majefty’s  name  to  authorife  and 
require  you  to  receive  into  your  cudody  the 
body  of  John  Wilkes  ef.  herewith  fent  you  for 
being  the  author  and  publifher  of  a  mod  infa¬ 
mous  and  feditious  libel  intitled  the  North 
Briton  number  45  tending  to  inflame  the  minds 
and  alienate  the  affections  of  the  people  from  his 
ihajedy  and  to  excite  them  to  traiterous  infur- 
regions  ag-aind  the  government.  And  to  keep 
him  fafe  and  Clofe  until  he  fhall  be  delivered  by 
due  courfe  of  law  and  for  fo  doing  this  fhall  be 
your  warrant  Given  at  St.  James’s  the  30  day 
of  April  1763  in  the  third  year  of  his  majedyV 
reign. 

'  ■  fe™1  v  to 

Egremont  L.  S„ 


To  the  right  hon.  John  Lord  J 

Berkeley  of  Stratton  condable  1  Dunk  Halifax  L.  S« 

of  his  m^jedy’s  Tower  of 

London  or  to  the  lieutenant  I 

of  the  faid  Tower  or  his  de-  | 

puty. 


The  reader  will  obferve,  that  this  warrant  differs 

V- 

from  the  other  in  its  defcriptionof  the  libel>  by  leaving 

L  out 
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pofiible,  they  ordered  him  to  be  kept  a 
fafe  and  clofe  prifoner. 

This  infolent  method  of  evading  the  ad 
of  Habeas  Corpus,  and  the  cruel  manner 
of  imprifonment,  were  two  of  the  mod; 
wilful  and  dangerous  violations  of  the 
libei ties  of  the  fubjeft,  which  the  pre- 
fumption  of  man  had  ever  dared  to  corn- 
inn.  It  was  the  very  purpofe  of  that 
valuable  abt,  to  prevent  fuch  evalions  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus,  and  it  proceeded 
upon  great  experience  of  the  evil.  If 
what  was  praftifed  in  this  cafe  is  fuffer’d 
to  take  place,  a  perlbn  may  be  taken  up 
by  a  Meffenger  or  Conftab ie,  and  if  a 

out  the  word  treafonable ;  the  Secretaries,  or  their 
Lawyers,  upon  better  conhderation,  having  doubtlefs 
refoived  not  to  fupport  that  charge;  and  likewife  in 
being  particular,  not  general,  having  Mr.  Wilkes’s 
iiaine  in  it  ;  which  laid  circumfdance  can  he  accounted 
lor,  only  by  fuppofing  they  began  to  be  afraid  of  the 
firit  waii  ant  s  coming  into  the  King’s  Courts  of  Juf- 
tice,  and  therefore  they  refoived  to  cover  it  with 
tiiis  particular  and  ulterior  one.  But  notwithfland- 
ing  these  amendments,  yet  it  proceeds  from  no  charge 
upon  oath,  nor  is  it  in  any  refpedd  like  the  warrant 
of  a  magiflrate  ;  in  which  capacity  the  Secretaries  of 
o  ate  are  fuppofed  to  have  added  throughout  this  whole 
bufinefs. 

writ 


i 
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Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  is  ifTued,  directed 
to  him,  he  may,  before  it  is  ferved  upon 
him,  put  his  prifoner  in  a  gaol;  the 
Keeper  of  that  prifon  may,  before  a  new 
writ  reaches  him,  deliver  him  over  to 
another,  and  fo  the  prifoner  may  be  car¬ 
ried  through  all  the  prifons  in  England, 
before  the  law  can  bring  his  body  into  a 
Court  of  Juftice;  and  if  at  lad;  he  is  fent 
into  remote  counties,  where  twenty  days 
are  allowed  for  a  return  to  the  writ,  he 
may  luffer  an  imprifonment  long  enough 
to  pufiifh  any  real  offence  that  is  not  ca- 
pital,  and  to  gratify  the  mod;  fanguine 
refentment  of  a  Minifter,  before  the 
King’s  Judges  know  for  what  he  is  im~ 
prifoned.  To  enumerate  the  mifchievous 
confequences  of  fuch  a  proceeding,  the 
practicability  of  which  the  fact  proves, 
or  to  fhew  that  it  requires  an  exemplary 
correction  to  check  the  practice,  would 
be  labour  lod: ;  the  thing  fpeaks  for  itfelf ; 
and  therefore  it  is  matter  of  real  aftonifh- 
ment,  that  there  has  not  yet  been  found 
virtue  enough  to  bring  it  before  the  cog¬ 
nizance  of  Parliament,  where  it  ought 

L  2  and 
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and  certainly  would  undergo  a  warm 
animadverlion,  and  a  fevere  cenfure. 

The  fadt  of  clofe  imprifonment  was 
another  violation  of  the  rights  of  the 
fubjedf,  and  likewife  merits  a  flridl  and 
conifitutional  enquiry,  together  with  a 
ftrong  and  exemplary  cenfure.  It  was  a 
cruelty  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  modern 
hiftory  of  this  country;  even  the  ever- 
memorable  commitment  of  the  Seven  Bi- 
fhops  did  not  venture  to  enjoin  clofe  im¬ 
prifonment.  A  man  in  this  country  is  not 
to  be  confined  a  clofe  prifoner,  that  is,  de¬ 
barred  the  ufe  of  paper,  pens  and  ink,  and 
the  fight  of  every  perfon  whatever  but  his 
Keeper.  This  is  a  cruelty  pradtifed  only  in 
the  BalKle.  The  law  of  England  permits 
no  fuch  grievance  ;  particularly  and  mod 
efpecially  in  fuch  an  undefined  and  party 
crime  as  a  public  Libel ;  which,  taken  at 
world,  is  a  bailable  offence ;  and  there  was 
very  refpediable  bail  ready  to  be  given. 
Therefore  this  clofe  confinement  was  not 
only  unneceffary  but  unlawful, and  another 
moll  wanton  and  malignant  violation  of 
the  liberties  of  the  fubjedf,  and  an  unpar¬ 
donable 
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donable  breach  of  the  privileges  of  Par¬ 
liament.* 

Had  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  been 
obeyed,  the  Meflengers  mud:  have 
brought  Mr.  Wilkes  with  their  warrant 
before  the  Court,  and  it  cannot  be  ima¬ 
gined  that  a  warrant  which  neither  named 
nor  deferibed  any  body,  would  have  been 
deemed  a  fufficient  authority  for  the  ap- 
prehenfion of  Mr.  Wilkes.  TheMef- 
fengers  in  their  return,  could  only  affert, 
that  they  arrejied  him.  under  that  warrant ; 
they  could  not  in  fuch  return  add,  that 
Mr.  Wi  lkes  was  either  Author,  Printer, 

*  cc  Under  what  law,  or  colour  of  law,  could 
he  be  committed  to  clofe  confinement  ( arcia  cuftodla ) 
upon  the  charge  of  a  Libel  only  ?  Another  very 
great  and  important  point  for  a  conftitutional  inquiry  ! 
Is  a  man,  charged  only  with  writing  and  publifhing 
a  Libel,  to  be  deprived  of  his  liberty  at  once,  and  f o 
ihut  up  in  gaol,  that  no  friend  is  to  have  it  in  his 
power  to  come  near  him  ?  Will  not  common  con¬ 
finement  be  fufficient  cuftody  in  fuch  a  breach  of  the 
peace,  when  charged  only,  and  *that  ex  officio ,  and 
before  one  tittle  of  proof  be  given,  and  this  too  in 
the  cafe  of  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  Com¬ 
mons  of  England  ?  I  cannot  help  faying,  I  am  fur- 
prized  that  this  laft  point  has  never  been  agitated  ;  for 
it  feems  to  me  to  be  of  very  great  confequence.’* 
— Candor  Junior . 
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or  Publiflier  of  the  North  Briton.  As  the 
Court  could  not  prefume  guilt,  and  no¬ 
thing  hut  the  warrant  itfelf  could  be  pro¬ 
duced,  and  no  fupplemental  evidence 
received  to  fhew  the  relation  it  had  to 
Mr.  ^Vilkes,  can  a  doubt  be  entertained 
that  the  Court  would  have  difcharged 
him  ?  The  officers  of  the  Crown  feem  to 
have  been  aware  (and  indeed  one  would 
wonder  if  they  could  have  been  otherwife) 
ot  this  notorious  illegality,  by  their  taking 
fuch  fpecial  care  not  to  fuffer  the  general 
warrant  to  appear  in  the  courts  of  law, 
and  for  greater  fecurity  in  this  particular, 
absolutely  burying  the  prifoner  in  a 
military  jail,  although  the  warrant  had 

promifed  he  ffiould  be  dealt  with  accord¬ 
ing  to  law. 

Mean  time  Mr.  Wilkes’s  houfe  was 
plundered  and  ranfacked  in  every  part. 
As  foon  as  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  had 
been  applied  for  in  Weftminfter  Hall,  fe- 
veral  gentlemen  who  were  by  this  time 
acquainted  with  the  affair,  particularly 

Mr.  Walsh, Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr-Co^Es, 
Mr,  Gardiner, and  Mr. Philipps, came 

to 


to  Mr.  Wilkes’s  to  inform  him  of  the 
writ,  but  they  were  refuled  admittance  by 
the  Meffengers,  who  told  them  Mr. 
Wilkes  was  carried  to  LordHALiFAx’s; 
and  that  verbal  orders  had  been  given  by 
Mr.  Wood,  at  that  time  Lord  Egre- 
mont’s  Secretary,  to  admit  nobody.  It 
came  out  after  wards,  that  Mr.  Wood  had 
been  fent  to  haften  the  execution  of  the 
warrant.  They  treated  thefe  orders  with 
the  contempt  they  deferve,  and  without 
further  refinance  entered  the  houfe.  Im¬ 
mediately  after  Mr.  Wilkes  was  taken 
from  his  houfe,  Mr.  Wood,  and  Mr.  Lo¬ 
vell  Stanhope,  Law  Clerk  to  the  Se¬ 
cretaries  of  State,  came  to  the  MelTengers 
who  were  in  poffeffion  of  the  houfe,  and 
afked  one  of  them,  “  whether  he  had  got 
“  the  keys  of  the  rooms  where  the  papers 
“  were;”  and  being  anfwered,  “  he  had 
“  the  key  of  the  ftudy,”  they  went  away  ; 
as  did  alfo  Mr.  Webb  who  had  followed 
them.  In  a  little  time  after,  Mr.  Wood 
returned,  in  confequence,  as  is  fuppofed, 
of  an  intimation  from  fome  of  the  MefTen- 
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gers,  that  feveral  of  Mr.  Wi  lke  s’s  friends 
had  entered  the  houfe.  He  reprimanded 
the  Meffengers  for  having  admitted  them, 
and  demanded  of  the  gentlemen  “  how 
“  they  dared  to  defy  the  order,  or  queftion 
“  l^e  authority  of  a  Secretary  of  State?’- 
At  thatinflant  came  Lord  Temple  from 
Weftminfter  Hall,  and  foon  after  fome 
warm  altercations  arofe,  concerning  the 
wanton  and  malicious  violations  of  the 
rights  of  the  iubjed,  the  contempt  of 
law,  and  the  utter  illegality  of  the  whole 
proceeding.  In  a  few  moments  Mr. 
Webb  returned;  and  a  thorough  fearch 
of  the  whole  houfe  was  immediately  be¬ 
gun.  When  this  fhocking  bulinefs  was 
nearly  fimlhed,  information  was  brought 
to  the  Noble  Lord,  that  Mr.  Wilkes 
was  that  moment  conveyed  to  the  Tower, 
notwithftanding  the  Secretaries  of  State 
had  been  fully  informed  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  being  granted  by  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  :  upon  which  hisLord- 
fhip  immediately  followed  him  to  the 
1  ower,  but  was  refufed  admittance  ;  the 

Tower 
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Tower  being  on  this  occafion  converted 
into  the  Baftile.  As  his  Lordihip  was 
leaving  Mr.  WiLKEs’shoufe,  followed  by 
feveral  of  the  gentlemen  there,Mr.W  ebb 
held  up  a  key,  which  was  fuppofed  to  be 
one  of  Mr.  Wilkes’s  keys,  and  which 
Mr.  Wood  had  afterwards,  and  alked, 
“  Whether  any  of  them  were  willing  to 
“  fee  Mr.  Wil  kes’s  papers  fealed  up?” 
but  none  of  them  chofe  to  be  fpedtators  of 
fo  cruel  and  infamous  a  tranfadtion.  Even 
Carrington,  the  old  eft  and  moft  experien¬ 
ced  of  the  Mefl'engers,  had  doubts  con¬ 
cerning  this  part  of  the  proceeding;  for 
he  fent  to  the  Secretaries  of  State  an  ex - 
prefs  meffage,  to  know,  “  Whether  ail 
“  Mr.WiLKEs’spapers  were  to  befeized:’9 
and  their  anfwer  was,  “  Yes,  ALL  !” 
Therefore  every  repofitory  in  the  houfe 
was  examined;  and  in  order  to  make  this 
inhuman  bufinefs  as  complete  as  poffible, 
a  Smith  was  fent  for,  who,  by  the  orders 
of  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  Webb,  picked  fe¬ 
veral  locks  of  a  writing  delk.  When  every 
cabinet  and  every  drawer  had  been  fully 

explored. 
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explored,  all  his  papers,  together  with 
fuch  other  things  as  the  Meffengers,  who 
had  been  accuftomedto  this  kind  of  plun¬ 
der,  thought  fit  to  take,  were  ptomifcu- 
°ufly  thrown  into  a  fack;  and  his  own  /;*/- 
vote  pocket-book  clofed  the  mouth  of  it  ! 
Thefe  papers  were  not  carried  before  the 
Secretary  of  State,  as  the  warrant  directed, 
but  beforeMr . Stanhope  andMr.WEBB: 
io  that  a  very  material  part  of  the  illegal 
authority,  which  the  Secretaries  of  State 
had  uluiped,  they,  in  as  illegal  a  manner, 
delegated  to  others.  And  to  the  barbarity 
of  thus  expoting  them  to  the  prying  eyes 
of  Clerks  and  Lawyers,  was  added,  the 
wanton  malice  of  making  articles  of  in¬ 
telligence  of  many  parts  of  them  for  the 
public  news-papers.  And  particularly  in 
a  collection  of  warrants,  and  other  office 
ptecedents,  which  Mr.  W  ebb  toon  after¬ 
wards  caufed  to  be  printed,  and  which 
printingjob  he  gave  toMr.Balfe,to  whom 
other  offers  were  made  in  expectation  of 
his  becoming  inftrumental  in  theintended 
conviction  of  Mr.  Wilkes  ;  was  a  fcan- 

dalous 


dalous  note,  exploring  the  contents  of 
fome  of  thefe  papers,  although  they  did 
not  bear  the  mod;  diftant  relation  to  the 
affairs  of  government. 

During  the  three  firft  days  of  Mr. 
Wilkes’s  confinement  in  the  Tower,  he 
was, according  to  the  tenor  of  the  warrant, 
kept  a  fafe  and  clofe  prifoner,  no  perfon 
whatfoever  (except  his  Keeper)  being  al¬ 
lowed  to  fee  or  fpeak  with  him.  His  bro¬ 
ther,  and  feveral  noble  perfons,  were  re¬ 
peatedly  refufed ;  as  v/ere  likewife  his 
Council  and  Solicitor  many  times,  who 
came  to  confult  him  about  the  legal  me¬ 
thods  to  be  purfued  for  his  enlargement. 
MajorR  ain  sford, Deputy  Lieutenant  of 
theTower,  declared  to  Mr.  Gardiner, 
one  of  Mr.  Wilkes’s  Council,  and  to 
Mr.  Beardmore,  then  his  Attorney, 
“  That  fuch  were  his  orders  from  the 
“  Secretaries  of  State,  which  he  durft 
“  not  depart  from.” 

The  Major  of  the  garrifon,  in  whofe 
cuilody  Mr.  Wilkes  was, like  a  good  of¬ 
ficer,  literally  obeyed  the  orders  he  re¬ 
ceived 
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ceived  from  the  Lieutenant  Governor, 
which  the  reader  will  fee  in  the  note*. 

On  Monday,  May  the  2d,  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  ordered  a  return  to 
their  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  ;  but  the 
return  made,  which  was  only  this, 
“  That  they  had  him  not  in  their  cuf- 
tody,”  was  not  allowed  by  the  Court  to 
be  a  fufficient  one ;  yet  the  infufficiency 
of  it  prevented  that  enquiry  into  the 
caufe  of  confinement,  which  the  Habeas 
Corpus  aft  requires  to  be  made.  Ano¬ 
ther  writ  was  therefore  moved  for  and 
granted.  In  confequence  of  this  fecond 

*  Orders  iffued  by  the  lieutenant  Governor  of  the 
Tower ,  ref-petting  the  detention  of  John  Wilkes >  EJq-y 

“  That  the  warders  appointed  to  keep  a  clofe 
prifoner,  (hall  not  prefume  to  leave  him  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  alone,  either  night  or  day,  or  to  change  their 
duty  with  other  warders,  but  by  particular  leave  or 
order  from  the  conftable,  lieutenant,  deputy  lieute¬ 
nant,  or  in  their  abfence  the  major  of  the  Tower. 

“  They  are  to  permit  no  perfon  to  have  admit¬ 
tance  into  the  room  he  is  confined  in,  or  to  fpeak  to 
him,  but  by  a  particular  order  brought  them  by  the 
major  or  gentleman  goaler.” 

The  Major  had  likewife  a  written  order,  to  take 
down  the  names  of  all  perfons  who  applied  for  ad¬ 
mittance  to  Mr.  Wilkes. 

3  writ* 
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writ,  Mr.  Wjlkes  was  next  morning 
brought  before  the  Court,  where  he  made 
a  fpeech,  which  the  reader  will  fee  in 
the  note,^  and  after  his  cafe  had  been 
argued,  he  was  remanded  to  the 
Tower,  the  Court  chufing  to  take  time 
to  conlider  of  it,  and  ordered  him  to  be 
brought  up  again  on  the  Friday  following: 
at  the  fame  time  the  Court  ordered,  that 
all perfons  lhould  have  free  accefs  to  him. 

During 


*  Mr,  Wil kes's  Speech  at  the  Bar  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas ,  on  Tuefday  May  the  3^,  1763. 

My  Lord, 

4<  I  feel  myfelf  happy  to  be  at  laft  brought  before 
a  Court,  and  before  Judges,  whofe  chara&eriftic 
is  the  love  of  Liberty.  I  have  many  humble  thanks 
to  return  for  the  immediate  order  you  were  pleafed 
to  ifTue,  to  give  me  an  opportunity  of  laying  my 
grievances  before  you.  They  are  of  a  kind  hitherto 
unparallelled  in  this  free  country,  and,  1  truft,  the 
confequences  will  teach  Minifters  of  Scottifh  and  ar¬ 
bitrary  principles,  that  the  Liberty  of  an  Englifh 
fubjedt  is  not  to  be  fported  away  with  impunity,  in 
this  cruel  and  defpotic  manner. 

cc  I  am  accufed  of  being  the  author  of  the  North 
Briton,  No.  45.  1  fhall  only  remark  upon  that  pa¬ 

per,  that  it  takes  all  load  of  accufation  from  the  facred 
name  of  a  Prince,  whole  family  I  love  and  honour, 
as  the  glorious  defenders  of  the  caufe  of  Liberty,  and 
whofe  perfonal  qualities  are  fo  amiable,  great,  and 
rcfpeclable,  that  he  is  defcrvedly  the  idol  of  his  peo¬ 
ple. 


4> 
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During  this  interval,  he  was  difmilTed 
from  his  port  of  Colonel  of  the  Bucking¬ 
ham  Ihire  militia,  which  although  a  very 
natural  and  an  expedled  mark  of  the 
Royal  difplealure,  was  not,  at  this  critical 
moment,  a  very  proper  one  :  for  the 
peceflary  courfe  to  be  purfued  in  his  cafe, 
or  in  the  language  of  Lawyers,  the  hr  ft 
procefs  of  the  law,  was  clearly  fub  judice, 
and  before  the  King’s  Judges;  therefore 

pie.  It  is  the  peculiar  fafhion  and  crime  of  thefe 
times,  and  of  thofe  who  hold  high  Miiuderial  clfi- 
ces  in  government,  to  throw  every  odious  charge 
from  themfelves  upon  Majefly.  The  author  of  this 
paper,  whoever  he  may  be,  has,  upon  conflitudonal 
principles,  done  diredfly  the  reverfe,  and  is  therefore 
in  me,  the  fuppoled  author,  meant  to  be  perfecuted 
accordingly.  The  particular  cruelties  of  my  treat¬ 
ment,  worfe  than  ifiT  had  been  a  Scottifh  Rebel, 
this  Court  will  hear,  and  I  dare  fay,  from  jour 
juflice,  in  due  time  redrefs. 

“  I  may,  perhaps,  dill  have  the  means  left  me 
to  fhew  that  I  have  been  fuperior  to  every  temptation 
of  corruption.  They  may,  indeed,  have  flattered 
themfelves,  that  when  they  found  corruption  could 
not  prevail,  perfection  might  intimidate.  I  will 
fhew  myfelf  fuperior  to  both.  My  papers  have  been 
feized,  perhaps  with  a  hope  the  better  to  deprive 
me  of  that  proof  of  their  meannefs,  and  corrupt  pro¬ 
digality,  which  it  may  poflibly,  in  a  proper  place,  be 
yet  in  my  power  to  give.” 


fuch 


fuch  difmiffion  was  at  lead  precipitate, 
and  might  have  tended  to  influence  or 
intimidate  fome  Judges  but  fortunately 
for  the  Rights  of  Englifhmcn,  there  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  a  man  upon  the  bench,  who 
■ 

was  above  intimidation  in  a  jufl:  caufe, 
and  who  would  not,  at  the  expence  of 
Public  Liberty,  purchafe  the  fmiles  of  a 
Court,  nor,  from  a  faithful  difeharee  of 
his  duty,  dread  the  frowns  of  it. 

On  Friday,  May  the  6th,  Mr.  Wilkes 
was  again  brought  before  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  and,  by  the  unanimous 
judgment  of  the  whole  Court,  was  dif- 
cnarged,  upon  his  claim  of  privilege  as  a 
Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
He  made  two  fpeeches  on  this  occafion, 
which,  together  with  the  opinion  of  the 
Court  at  length,  the  reader  will  find  in 
the  note*.. — But  notwithftanding  this 

deter- 

*  Mr.  Wilkes’;  Speech  at  the  Bar  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  on  Friday  May  the  6//;,  1763. 

“  My  Lord, 

Tar  be  it  from  me  to  regret  that  I  have  pailed 
fo  many  more  days  in  captivity,  as  it  will  have  af¬ 
forded  you  an  opportunity  of  doin^,  upon  mature 
■reflection,  ar  d  repeated  examination,  the  more  fisnal 
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determination  of  the  Court,  he  was,  a 

few 

juffice  to  my  country.  The  liberty  of  all  Peers  and 
Gentlemen,  and,  what  touches  me  n*ore  fenlibly,  of 
all  the  middling  and  inferior  clafs  of  people,  who 
ffand  moft  in  need  of  protection,  is  in  my  cafe  this 
day  to  be  finally  decided  upon  :  a  queftion  of  fuch 
importance  as  to  determine  at  once  whether  Englifh 
liberty  be  a  reality  or  a  fhadow.  Your  own  freeborn 
hearts  will  feel  with  indignation  and  compaflion,  all 
that  load  of  oppreflion  under  which  I  have  fo  long 
laboured.  Clofe  imprifonment,  the  effect  of  pre¬ 
meditated  malice:  all  accefs  for  more  than  two  days 
denied  to  me  :  my  houfe  ranfacked  and  plundered  : 
my  moff  private  and  fecret  concerns  divulged  :  every 
vile  and  malignant  infinuation,  even  of  high  trealon 
itfelf,  no  lefs  mduftrioufly  than  falfely  circulated,  by 
my  cruel  and  implacable  enemies,  together  with  all 
the  various  infolence  of  office,  form  but  a  part  of  my 
unexampled  ilk  treatment.  Such  inhuman  principles 
of  liar-chamber  tyranny  will,  1  truff,  by  this  Court, 
upon  this  folemn  occafion,  be  finally  extirpated,  and 
henceforth  every  innocent  man,  however  poor  and 
unfupported,  may  hope  to  fleep  in  peace  and  fecurity 
in  his  own  houfe,  unviolated  by  King’s  meffengers, 
and  the  arbitrary  mandates  of  an  overbearing  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State. 

“  I  will  no  longer  delay  your  juffice.  The  nation 
is  impatient  to  hear,  nor  can  be  fafe  or  happy,  till 
that  is  obtained.  If  the  fame  perfection  is  after  all 
to  carry  me  before  another  Court,  I  hope  I  (nail  find 
that  the  genuine  fpirit  of  Magna  Charta,  that  glorious 
inheritance,  that  diftinguifhing  charadteriflic  of  Eng- 
lifhmen,  is  as  religioufly  revered  there ,  as  I  know  it 
is  here ,  by  the  great  perfonages  before  whom  I  have 
nowthe  happinefsto  (land;  and  (as  in  the  ever-memo- 
rable  cafe  of  the  imprisoned  Bifoops)  that  an  indepen¬ 
dent  Jury  of  free-born  Englifhmen,  will  perfiff  to 
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few  days  afterwards  ferved  with  a  Sub¬ 
poena, 


determine  my  fate,  as  in  confcience  bound,  upon 
conflitutional  principles,  by  a  verdict  of  guilty  or  not 
guilty .  I  afk  no  more  at  the  hands  ol  my  coun¬ 
trymen” 

After  which  the  Court  proceeded  to  give  their 
opinion : 

The  return  being  read,  Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn  (the 
Defendant’s  Counfel)  prayed  it  might  be  filed,  winch 
Was  ordered  accordingly  ;  and  then  he  took  two 
exceptions  to  it,  and  fubmitted  further,  that  the 
Defendant  being  a  Member  of  Parliament,  was 
intitled  to  his  privilege,  and  ought  for  that  reafon  alone 
to  be  difcharged. 

After  folemn  argument  at  the  bar,  and  time  taken 
for  confideration,  the  Chief  Juft i ce  delivered  the 
refolution  of  the  Court  (which  was  unanimous)  to 
the  following  effect. 

Pratt  Ch.  Juft.  “  When  this  return  was  read, 
my  brother  Glynn ,  Counfel  for  Mr.  Wilkes,  made 
two  objections  to  it:  and  tho*  thofe  fhould  fail  him, 
he  infiltcd  that  Mr.  Wilkes ,  from  the  nature  of  his 
particular  ftation  and  character,  as  being  a  Member 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ,  was  intitled  to  privilege 
of  Parliament,  and  ought  for  that  reafon  alone  to  be 
difcharged  from  his  prefent  imprilbnment.  To  begin 
with  the  objections.  T  he  firft  was,  that  it  did  not 
appear  by  the  warrant  that  Mr.  Wilkes  flood  charged 
upon  any  evidence  with  being  the  Author  of  theLibel 
defcribed  in  the  warrant;  the  true  queftion  arifmg  upon 
this  objection  is,  whether  dating  the  evidence  be 
efiential  to  the  validity  of  the  warrant,  and  upon  this 
point  we  are  all  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  warrant  is 
good  ;  we  confider  the  Secretaries  in  the  light  of 
common  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  they,  no  more  than 
any  common  Juftices,  can  ifTue  warrants  merely  ex 
officio ,  or  for  offences  within  their  private  knowledge, 
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requiring  his  appearance  to  an  in- 


ibeing  in  tbofe  cafes  rather  witnefles  than  magiflrates; 
but  fho  this  be  admitted,  it  will  not  affect  the  pre- 
fent  quedion.  The  prefent  quedion  is,  whether  the 
bating  the  evidence  be  eflential  to  the  validity  of  the 
warrant ;  no  authority  has  been  cited  by  the  defen¬ 
dant  s  Counfel  to  fhew  it.  Rudyard's  cafe  in 
2.  Ventr .  22.  was  indeed  referred  to,  but  upon  exa¬ 
mining  that  cafe,  it  does  not  apply.  The  commit¬ 
ment  there  was  a  commitment  in  execution,  and 
therefore  it  was  necefiary  in  that  cafe  to  (fate  the 
evidence.  It  was  urged  farther,  that  the  ground  of 
the  Judices  jurifdi&ion  reded  in  the  charge  by  wit- 
nefTes,  and  it  it  was  otherwife,  every  man’s  liberty 
would  be  in  the  power  of  the  Judices.  The  objec¬ 
tion  deferves  an  anfwer,  and  if  it  had  not  been  de¬ 
termined  before,  I  fhould  have  thought  it  very 
weighty  and  alarming  ;  but  it  has  been  fettled.  Before 
I  mention  the  cafe  where  it  was  folemnly  adjudged, 
I  would  take  notice,  that  neither  my  Lord  Coke, 
Lord  Hale ,  or  Mr.  Hawkins ,  all  of  them  very  able 
writers  upon  the  Crown  Law,  have  confidered  fuch 
a  charge  as  is  contended  for,  to  be  eflential.  In  the 
trial  of  the  feven  Bifhops,  tho’  they  were  committed 
upon  a  fimilar  warrant,  their  Counfel  did  not  take 
the  fame  objection.  In  referring  to  that  great  cafe,  I 
am  not  to  be  underdood  as  intending  to  give  any 
weight  to  the  determination  of  the  Judges  who  fat 
upon  the  Bench,  in  that  caufe  ;  1  rely  only  on 
the  filenceof  the  Defendant’s  Counfel,  who  were  all 
of  them  Lovers  of  Liberty,  and  the  greated  Lawyers 
of  that  age.  We  have  feen  precedents  of  commit¬ 
ments  returned  upon  Habeas  Corpus9 s  into  the  Kim's 
Bench ,  where  the  warrants  have  been  all  in  the  fame 
form,  and  no  fuch  obje£iion  taken  ;  but  the  very 
point  was  determined  in  the  cafe  of  Sir  IV.  Wyndham \ 

3  ^ lil •  -Abr.  530,  535,  «S tra.  2.  who  was  committed 
lor  high  treafon  generally,  and  not  on  the  charge  of 

any 


formation  filed  againft  him  in  the  Kind’s 

Bench, 

any  body,  ftated  in  the  commitment.  2.  Hawk . 
PI.  Cr.  120.  Chap .  17.  Self.  17.  refers  to  the  cafe  of 
Sir  IV.  Wyndham ,  and  fays  it  is  fafer  to  fet  forth  that 
the  party  is  charged  upon  oath,  but  that  is  not 
neceftary.  Thus  ftands  this  point  on  authorities. 
The  other  objection  was,  that  the  Libel  itfel£  ought 
to  have  been  fet  forth  in  hecc  verba  ;  but  upon  that 
point  too,  we  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  warrant  is 
good.  It  was  urged,  that  the  fpecific  caufe  of  de¬ 
tention  ought  to  be  ftated  with  certainty  ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  if  a  man  be  committed  for  felony,  the  warrant 
muft  briefly  mention  the  fpecies  of  the  felony.  Now 
the  fpecies  of  every  offence  muft  be  collected  by  the 
Magiftrate  out  of  the  evidence,  but  he  is  not  bound 
to  fet  forth  the  evidence,  he  is  anfwerable  only  for 
the  inference  he  deduces  from  it.  As  to  a  libel,  the 
evidence  is  partly  internal  and  partly  external.  The 
paper  itfelfmay  not  be  compleat  and  conclufive  evi¬ 
dence,  for  it  may  be  dark  and  unintelligible  without 
the  innuendoes ,  which  are  the  external  evidence. 
There  is  no  other  name  but  that  of  libel,  applicable 
to  the  offence  of  libelling,  and  we  know  the  offence 
fpecifically  by  that  name,  as  we  know  the  offences  of 
horfe-ftealmg,  forgery,  See.  by  the  names  which  the 
law  has  annexed  to  thetn.  But  two  rearons  were 
urged  why  the  evidence  ought  to  be  Rated.  Firff,  it  was 
faid,  that  without  it  the  Court  cannot  judge  whether 
it  be  a  libel  or  not.  The  anfwer  is,  that  the  Court 
ought  not,  in  this  pr<  ceeding,  to  give  any  judgment 
of  that  fort,  as  it  would  tend  to  prejudication,  to  take 
away  the  office  of  a  J  ry,  and  to  create  an  improper 
influence.  The  other  reafon  was,  that  unlcfs  the 
libel  be  ftated,  the  Court  cannot  be  able  to  determine 
on  the  quantity  of  bail.  I  anfwer,  that  regard  to 
the  nature  of  the  offence,  is  the  only  neceflary  rule 
in  bailing;  as  to  the  offence  of  a  libel,  it  is  an  high 
mifdemeanor,  and  good  bail  (having  regard  to  the 
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Bench,  by  Mr.  Yorke, 


the  Attorn^ 
General. 

quality  of  the  offender)  fhouid  be  required,  but  if  the 
libel  itfelf  was  Rated,  we  could  have  no  ether  mea- 
lure  of  bailing  than  this  ;  befides,  there  has  been  no 
calc  fliewn  to  warrant  this  reafon,  and  it  was  not 
urged  in  the  cafe  of  the  feven  Bifhops,  but  then  it 
remains  to  be  confidered,  whether  Mr.  JVilkes  ought 
not  to  be  difeharged  ;  the  King’s  Counfel  have 
thought  fit  to  admit  that  he  was  a  Member  of  the 
HouJ e  of  Commons ,  and  we  are  bound  to  take  notice 
of  it.  In  the  cafe  of  the  feven  Rifhops,  the  Court 
took  notice  of  their  privilege  from  their  defeription  in 
the  warrant;  in  the  prefent  cafe  there  is  no  fuit  de¬ 
pending  ;  here  no  writ  of  privilege  can  therefore 
iiiue,  no  plea  of  privilege  can  be  received  :  It  refts, 
and  muff:  reft  on  theadmifllon  of  the  Counfel  for  the 
Crown  ;  it  is  fairly  before  us  upon  that  admiflion, 
and  we  are  bound  to  determine  it.  In  Ld  Coke 
4.  Jnjl .  24,  25,  after  fhewing  that  privilege  of  Par¬ 
liament  is  conufable  at  common  Jaw,  he  fays,  that 
privilege  generally  holds,  unlefs  it  be  in  three  cafes, 
viz.  I  reafon,  Felony,  and  the  Peace.  We  have 
not  been  able  to  have  recourfe  to  the  original  recorcT, 
but  in  Cotton's  Abridgement ,  foL  596,  you  will  find 
my  Lord  Coke  was  right.  The  cafe  I  would  refer 
to,  is,  that  of  JVilliam  La*:,  9th  of  Henry  VI.  who 
being  a  Member’s  fervant,  and  taken  in  execution  for 
debt,  was  delivered  by  the  Privilege  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  ;  the  book  adds,  (and  for  that  purpofe  I  re¬ 
fer  to  it)  wherein  is  to  be  noted,  that  there  is  no  caufe 
to  arreft  any  fuch  man, but  forTreafon,Fdony  and  the 
Peace.  In  the  trial  of  the  feven  Bifhops,  the  words 
“  the  Peace”  are  explained  to  mean  “  Surety  of  the 
Peace.”  In  the  cafe  of  the  King,  v.  Sir  Thomas  Cul¬ 
pepper,  reported  in  12.  Mod .  108.  Lord  Holt .  fays, 
that,  whereas  it  is  Laid  in  our  books,  that  Privilege 
of  Parliament  was  not  allowable  in  Treafon,  Felony, 
or  Breach  of  the  Peace,  it  mud  be  intended  where 
3  furcty 


General.  This  was  fuppofed  to  be  ano- 
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furety  of  the  Peace  is  defircd,  that  it  (ball  not  protect 
a  man  againft  a  Supplicavit,  but  it  holds  as  well  in 
cafe  of  Indidment,  Information  for  Breach  of  the 
Peace,  as  in  cafe  of  adlions.  In  the  cafe  of  Lord 
Tankerville ,  a  few  years  ago,  which,  tho*  not  re¬ 
ported  in  any  law  book,  is  upon  record  in  Parlia¬ 
ment,  it  was  held  that  bribery,  being  only  a  conjhuc - 
tivey  and  not  an  adlual,  breach  of  the  peace,  lhould 
not  ouft  him  of  his  privilege-;  there  is  no  difference 
between  the  two  houfes  of  Parliament  in  refpedt  of 
privilege.  The  ftatutes  of  12&?  13  Will.  3.  c.  3.  and 
2^3  An .  c.  18.  fpeak  of  the  privilege  of  Parliament 
in  reference  not  to  one  Houfe  in  particular,  but  to 
both  houfes;  what  then  is  the  prefentcale?  Mr.// dikes  ^ 
a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ,  is  committed  for 
being  the  author  and  publilher  of  an  infamous  and 
feditious  Libel.  Is  a  Libel  ipfo  Fatto  in  itfelf,  an  ac¬ 
tual  breach  of  the  peace  ?  Mr.  Dalton ,  in  his  JuJlicc 
of  the  Peace  1  fol.  289.  defines  a  Libel  as  a  thing  tend¬ 
ing  to  the  breach  of  the  peace.  In  Sir  Baptijl  Hicks's 
cafe,  Hob.  224.  it  is  called  a  Provocation  to  a  breach 
of  the  peace.  In  Lev.  139.  The  King ,  v.  Summers ,  it 
was  held  to  be  an  offence  conufable  before  Juftices, 
becaufe  it  tended  to  a  breach  of  the  peace.  In  Hawk . 
PI.  Cor.  193.  cap.  73.  fett.  3.  it  is  called  a  thing  di- 
re&ly  tending  to  a  breach  of  the  public  peace.  Now, 
that  that  which  tends  only  to  the  breach  of  the  peace, 
is  not  an  aftual  breach  of  it,  is  too  plain  a  propofition 
to  admit  of  argument.  But  if  it  was  admitted  that  a 
libel  was  a  breach  of  the  peace,  Hill  privilege  cannot 
be  excluded,  unlefs  it  requires  furety  of  the  peace  ;  and 
there  has  been  no  precedent  but  that  of  the  feven  Bt- 
Ihops  cited  to  fhew  that  fineries  of  the  peace  are  re- 
quirable  from  a  Libeller  ;  and  as  to  the  opinion  of  the 
three  Judges  in  that  cafe,  it  only  ferves  to  fliew  the 
miferable  Hate  of  Juftice  in  thofe  days.  Allybonc ,  one 
of  the  three,  was  a  rigid  and  pro  felled  Papilt  ;  IF right 
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ther  breach  of  the  privileges  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

and  Holloway ,  I  am  much  afraid,  were  placed  there 
for  doing  jobs ;  and  P owell ,  the  only  honeft  man  upon 
the  Bench,  gave  no  opinion  at  all.  Perhaps  it  implies 
an  abfurdity  to  demand  fureties  of  the  peace  from  a 
Libeller;  however,  what  was  done  in  the  cafe  of  the 
feven  Bifhops,  I  am  bold  to  deny  was  Law. 

“  Upon  the  whole,  tho’  it  fhould  be  admitted,  that 
fureties  of  the  peace  are  requirable  from  Mr.  Wilkes , 
ftill  his  privilege  of  Parliament  will  not  be  taken  away 
’till  fureties  have  been  demanded  and  refufed.  Let 
him  be  difcharged.,, 

Mr.  Wilkes  then  addrejfed  himfelf  to  the  Court  in 
the  words  following ; 

My  Lord, 

“  Great  as  my  joy  mufl  naturally  be  at  the  deci- 
fion  which  this  Courts  with  a  true  fpirit  of  Liberty ,  has 
been  pleafed  to  make  concerning  the  unwarrantable 
feixure  of  my  Perfon ,  and  all  the  other  confequential 
grievances,  allow  me  to  allure  you  that  I  feel  it  far 
lefs  fenfibly  on  my  own  account ,  than  I  do  for  the  pub¬ 
lic.  The  fufferings  of  an  individual zx e  a  trifling  ob~ 
jett,  when  compared  with  the  whole ;  and  I  fhould 
blufh  to  feel  for  my f elf  in  comparifon  with  confidera- 
lions  of  a  nature  fo  tranfcendently  fuperior . 

“  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  my  poor  thanks ! 
Thanks  are  due  to  you  from  the  whole  Englifh  nation, 
and  from  all  the  fubjedts  of  the  Englijh  crown.  They 
will  be  paid  you  together  with  every  teftimony  of  zeal 
and  affedtion  to  the  learned  Serjeant  [Glynn]  who  has 
fo  ably  and  fo  con/litutionally  pleaded  my  caufe,  and  in 
mine  (with  pleafure  I  fay  it)  the  caufe  of  Liberty. 
Every  teftimony  of  my  gratitude  is  juftiy  due  to  you, 
and  I  take  leave  of  this  Court  with  a  veneration  and 
refpedf,  which  no  time  can  obliterate,  nor  can  the 
moft  grateful  heart  fufficiently  exprefs.” 

.  C  H  A  I\ 
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CHAP.  XIII. 


Reflexions.  Lord  Temple  difapproves  of  the 
'  acrimony  in  the  North  Briton.  Makes  a 
diflinXion  between  the  fuppofed  criminalty 
of  that  papery  and  the  public  caufe  which 
it  gave  rife  to.  Determines  to  fnpport 
that  public  caufe .  Is  difmiffed from  the 
lieutenancy  of  the  county  oj  Bucks.  Is 
defer  ted  by  the  old  leaven  of  the  party ; 
who  pay  their  compliments  at  St.  fames  s> 
and  enter  into  a  league  to  betrayy  and 

i 

facrifice  the  Public  Liberty. 

THE  difcharge  of  Mr.  Wilkes 
from  his  imprifonment  in  the 
Tower,  furnifhed  new  matter  of  accu- 
fation  againft  the  Minifters ;  for  to  the 
many  wanton  and  malicious  violations  of 
the  liberty  of  the  Subject,  which  in  hiS 
cafe  had  been  committed,  was  now  ad¬ 
ded,  the  folemn  decifion  of  a  mod;  fla- 

% 

grant  and  dangerous  breach  of  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  Parliament,  which  alone  would, 
in  fome  days,  have  been  fuflicient  to 
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overthrow  the  firmeft  Minifter  ;  and  this 
offence  was  the  more  ftrong,  as  the  de- 
cifion  of  it  had  been  pronounced  in  one 
of  the  king’s  fuperior  Courts,  by  a  Judge 
of  high  reputation,  with  the  confent  of 
the  three  other  judges,  and  after  time 
taken  to  confider  of  it. 

In  one  part  of  thefe  arbitrary  proceed¬ 
ings  ali  the  people  of  England  were  inte- 
refied.  As  a  general  warrant,  which  nam¬ 
ed  nobody,  might  have  extended  to  every 
body,  and  as  the  abufes  and  cruelties  com¬ 
mitted  under  that  authority  might  have 
happened  to  any  other  perfon,  as  well  as  to 
Mr.  W  ilkes,  if  the  Meffengers  had  been 
fo  inclined  :  it  is  therefore  no  wonder  that 
the  whole  kingdom  inflantly  became  a- 
larmed,  and  that  every  man  began  to  con¬ 
fider  the  cafe  as  his  own.  In  another  part, 
the  Members  of  both  Houfes  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  were  effentially  concerned,  as  their 
privileges  had  been  dangeroufly  violated. 
On  theotherhand,theAdminiflration  were 
exceedingly  incenfed  againff  the  Judge, 
for  giving  that  opinion  ;  and  though  this 
difficulty  they  afterwards  found  means  to 

furmount. 
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furmount,  by  the  Parliament’s  generoufly 
Surrendering  this  fuppofed  privilege,  to 
facilitate  the  views  of  the  Crown,  yet  the 
public  opinion  remained  unaltered.  - 
Such  manifeft  and  outrageous  violations 
of  the  liberty  of  the  fubjedt,  and  fuch  a 
contempt  for  the  authority  and  dignity  of 
Parliament,  as  this  cafe,  in  all  its  parts, 
was  obviouflypregnant  with,  undoubtedly 
Simulated  Lord  Temple,  from  the  firft 
moment,  publickly  to  hand  forth  in  de¬ 
fence  of  both,  and  with  his  pcrfon,  as 
well  as  his  purfe ,  to  combat  this  monfter 
of  State  Tyranny,  which  had,  for  a  feries 
of  years,  ufurped  an  authority  from  which 
none  in  the  kingdom  were  exempt;  and 
the  cruelties  of  which  all  ranks  of  people 
had,  at  different  times,  experienced  ;  but 
moil  feverely  the  lowed: ;  whofe  dread  of 
power,  and  inability  to  contend  with  the 
weight  of  government,  had  differed  thefe 
illegal  apprehenfions  of  pcrfons,  and 
feizures  of  papers,  to  grow  into  a  com¬ 
mon  and  ffanding  pra&ice.  Fortunately, 
for  the  future  liberties  of  Englishmen,  and 
for  the  fecurity  of  every  man’s  houfe, 

there 
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there  lived  at  this  time  aLordTEMPLE  j 
whofe  unbounded  generality  and  public 
Ipirit,  whofe  real  love  of  Liberty  and  his 
Country,  would  not  fuffer  him  to  fee, 
with  impunity,  thefe  great  and  alarming 
violations  of  the  invaluable  rights,  of  Eng- 
iiffimen. 

There  is  a  wide  difference  between  a 
man’s  offence  and  the  manner  of  punifh- 
ing  him  for  it;  and  it  came  out  afterwards, 
to  the  convi&ion  of  a  very  full  Houfe  of 
Commons,  that  his  Lordfhip  did  not  ap¬ 
prove  of  carrying  on  that  paper  with  fo 
much  acrimony,  nor  of  thofe  national 
reflections,  with  which  it  was  replete; 
that  he  had  repeatedly  advifed  the  dhcon- 
tinuance  of  the  publication ;  for  he  could 
never  approve  of  that  kind  of  writing,  nor 
of  that  particular  paper ;  and  much  more, 
to  the  fame  effed,  was  affirmed,  by  Mr. 
Webb,  to  be  the  contents  of  fome  of  his 
Lordfhip’s  letters  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  which 
were  found  among  Mr. Wilkes’s  papers. 
But  however  highly  his  Lordfhip  might 
difapprove  of  the  manner  of  writing  the 
l^orth  Briton,  yet  it  is  certain,  that  he 

difap- 
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difapproved  more  highly  of  thofe  who 
deferted  the  fuppofed  Author,  when  he 
flood  mofl  in  need  of  their  abidance. 
Th  is  treachery  was  mofl  infamous  j  for 
whatever  Mr.  Wilkes’s  faults  might  be, 
yet  Government  were  far  more  inex- 
cufable,  as  there  could  not  be  the  lead 
fhadow  of  a  doubt,  that  the  proceedings 
againd  Mr. Wilkes  and  thePrinters,  were 
wholly  illegal ;  were  dangerous  abufes  of 
power,  and  the  more  fo,  as  they  had 
continued  for  a  feries  of  years,  and  were 
attempted  to  be  judified  by  the  precedents 
of  office  ;  therefore,  on  the  behalf  of  all 
the  King’s  fubjedts,  the  condudl  of  the 
Adminidration,  in  this  cafe,  called  loudly 
for  a  fpeedy  and  drong  condemnation.  On 
th  is  ground  Lord  Temple  advanced, 
taking  true  Conditutional  Liberty  for  his 
guide,  and  declaring  in  the  dronged  man¬ 
ner  to  all  his  friends,  many  of  whom  began 
to  tremble  for  his  fefety,  that  if  the  fame 
violations  had  been  committed  againd  any 
other  man,  and  not  Mr.  Wilkes,  his 
own  condudt  would  be  jud  the  fame. 
But  this  intrepid  and  laudable  public  fpirit 

brought 
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brought  upon  him  the  indignation  and 
refentment  of  the  Court,  and  deprived 
hun  of  the  rtrength  and  fupport  of  the 
party.  The  firft  appeared  in  taking  from 
him  the  Lieutenancy  of  the  county  of 
Buckingham ;  an  employment  which* 
though  neither  of  emolument  nor  confe- 
quence,  yet  could  not  fo  naturally  be 
verted  in  any  other,  as  none  other  rtood 
fo  high  in  the  efteem  and  favour  of  the 
county.  The  lart  was  maniferted  by  an 
almoil:  general  defertion  of  the  whole 
party ;  and  particularly  of  thofe  who  had 
affedted  to  put  themfelves  a  little  forward, 
in  order  to  extort  the  title  of  leaders* 
Thefe  made  a  fcandalous  figure ;  for  in- 
rtead  of  appearing  openly  and  firmly  in 
fupport  of  the  man,  who  had  fuffered  in 
their  fervice,  and  had  given  them  a  great 
caufe  oftriumph,  they,  in  a  few  days  after 
his  difcharge  from  the  Tower,  publickly 
fliewed  themfelves  at  St. James’s  ;  hoping, 
no  doubt,  by  fuch  an  unexpected  and  fin- 
gular  appearance,  at  that  time,  to  convince 
the  whole  Court,  that  they  difclaimed  all 
connexion  with  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  every 

part 
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part  of  his  caufe.  Finding,  however, 
that  this  was  not  fuffieient  to  open  a 
door  for  them  into  offices,  they  went 
further  to  affure  the  Court  of  their 
fincerity  in  this  offered  defertion  of 
their  friends,  and  the  caufe  they  had  pre¬ 
tended  to  efpoufe.  They  publickly  talked 
and  wrote  of  the  condudofMr.  Wilkes 
being  wholly  indefenfible;  of  government 
having  done  no  more  than  what  was  ufual 
in  fuch  cafes,  and  of  fuch  ufage  being 
both  juftifiable  and  legal.  But  as  a  Judge 
of  great  authority  had  pronounced  a  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  Parliament,  they  con- 
fidered  this  part  of  theproceedingsas  mod- 
dangerous  to  the  Adminiflration ;  and 
therefore  they  apprehended  nothing  would 
or  could  be  more  agreeable  to  the  Court, 
than  an  offer  to  accommodate  and  facili¬ 
tate  this  knotty  point  to  their  wifhes ;  ac¬ 
cordingly  thofe  who  affeded  to  callthem- 
felves  the  principals  of  the  Minority, 
but  whom  the  public  did  then,  and  does 
now  well  know,  were  only  the  rotten  part 
of  it,  entered  into  a  league  with  an  emi- 
nentPrerogativeLawyer,  fince  dead,  whole 


name 
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name  was  repeatedly  hung  out  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  papers,  as  the  enfign  of  this  perfidious 
and  contemptible  fadtion,  to  betray  and 
give  up  the  whole  caufe.  What  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  entering  into  that  league  were, 
have  not  yet  tranfpired,  nor  are  they  of  any 
importance  to  the  public:  but  this  much  is 
certain  as  to  the  purpofe  and  defigns  of  it, 
that  feveral  of  the  Junto,  of  whom  it 
was  compofed,  engaged  to  defend  and  up¬ 
hold  the  indifpenfible  veceffty,  ufe,  and 
ineftimable  fervice  of  General  Warrants 
to  the  State;  and  fome  of  them  offered 
to  add,  the  legality  of  thofe  Warrants. 
Then,  as  privilege  had  been  lately  de¬ 
cided  upon  to  the  difadvantage  of  go¬ 
vernment;  and  as  it  might  be  their  more 
immediate  intereft  to  join  in  the  ruin  of 
that  unfortunate  perfon,  whom  they  faw, 
and  faid,  was  the  deftined  vi&im  of  mi- 
nifterial  malice  ;  and  as  he  could  not  be 
fo  eafily  come  at  while  his  privilege  re¬ 
mained;  they  unanimoully  engaged  to  vote 
that  privilege  away ,  in  order  to  aflifl  the 
views  of  the  crown,  and  prelerve  the  ad- 
miniflration  from  cenfure.  Thefe  are  cer¬ 
tain and  muft,  to  the  lateft  poflerity, 

mark 


mark  the  individuals  who  engaged  in  fuch 
dark  and  bafe  tranfa&ions,  as  the  mod:  in¬ 
famous  of  all  traitors  :  for  furely  no  trea¬ 
chery  can  be  equal  to  that  which  is  not 
only  unprovoked,  but  wholly  undeferved, 
and  involved  in  it,  as  this  was  mod  mani- 
fedly  intended  to  do,  not  only  the  fa- 
crifice  of  thofe  intrepid  and  upright  per- 
fons,  who  had  bravely  dood  in  the  gap 
of  Public  Liberty  ;  but  the  Conditution 
itfelf  was  to  be  given  up,  and  dedroyed, 
for  fo  fmall  a  price  as  a  lucrative  odice. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 


Letters  between  Mr.  Wilkes  and  the  Secre¬ 
taries  of  State.  Mejjengers  profecuted. 
Lord  Halifax  fiands  out  in  contempt  of 
the  Court.  "Trial  of  the  aSlion  brought 
againfl  Mr.  Wood.  Mr.  Wilkes  acquitted 
as  Author  and  Publijher  of  the  North 
Briton.  An  attempt  made  to  afafjinate 
him  by  one  Alexander  Dun.  EreSls  a 
printing  prefs  in  his  houfe.  Publifhes 
propofals  for  a  fubfcription.  Prints  the 
North  Britons 9  and  Efay  on  Woman. 
His  imprudencies.  Goes  to  France ,  where 
he  is  inflated  by  one  Capt.  Forbes. 

UPON  Mr*  Wilkes’s  difcharge  by 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  * 
profeciuionswereimmediatelycommenced 
\  again  ft 

*  The  inftant  Mr.  Wilkes  came  home  from  the 
Court  of  Common  Fleas,  he  fent  the  following  letter 
to  the  Secretaries  of  State  : 

Great  George-Jlreety  May  6,  1763. 
4C  My  Lords, 

On  my  return  here  from  Weftminfter-haJJ, 
where  I  have  been  difcharged  from  my  commitment 
to  the  Tower  under  your  Lord  (hips  warrant,  I  find 

that 


T'.i 


g'.K; 
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agalnft  the  King’s  Meflengers,  for  un¬ 
lawfully  feizing  the  journeymen  Printers, 

and 

that  my  houle  has  been  fobb’d,  and  am  imform’d 
that  the  ftolen  goods  are  in  the  poffellion  of  one  or  both 
of  your  Lordlhips.  I  therefore  infift  that  you  do 
forthwith  return  them  to 

Your  humble  fervant 

JOHN  WILKES. 

Directed  to 

the  Earls  of  Egremont  and  Halifax, 
hisMajefty’s  principal  Secretaries  of  State. 

This  was  not  a  very  handfome,  nor  a  very  proper 
way  of  treating  the  Secretaries  of  State.  As  gentle¬ 
men,  they  were  entitled  to  good  manners  at  leaft  ; 
and  furely  the  accufing  them  of  having  received  ftolen. 
goods  was  agrofs  indecency.  However,  they  feemed 
refolved  to  match  him  in  folly  and  imprudence,  and 
fent  him  the  following  anfwer  : 

Great  George-Jireet ,  May  y,  1763. 

“SIR, 

“  IN  anfwer  to  your  letter  of  yefterday,  in  which 
you  take  upon  you  to  make  ufe  of  the  indecent  and 
fcurrilous  expreflions  of  your  having  found  your  boufe 
bad  been  robbed ,  and  that  the  Jhlen  goods  are  in  our 
pojjejjion :  We  acquaint  you,  that  your  papers  were 
feized  in  confequence  of  the  heavy  charge  brought 
againft  you,  for  being  the  author  of  an  infamous  and 
feditious  libel,  tending  to  inflame  the  minds,  and 
alienate  the  affections  of  the  people  from  his  Majcfty, 
and  excite  them  to  traitorous  infurrcCtions  againft 

O 

the  government  ;  for  which  libel,  notwithffanding 
your  difeharge  from  your  commitment  to  the  Tower, 
his  Majeftyhas  ordered  you  to  be  profecuted,  by  his 
Attorney  General. 

Wc 
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and  other  fervants,  of  Mr.  Leach.  No¬ 
thing,  certainly,  could  be  more  laudable, 
nor  more  intereftingto  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,  than  thefe  profecutions,  as  they 

tended 

<c  We  are  at  a  lofs  to  guefs  what  you  mean  by 
jlolen  goods ;  but  fuch  of  your  papers  as  do  not  lead 
to  a  proof  of  your  guilt,  fhall  be  relfored  to  you  ; 
fuch  as  are  necefTary  for  that  purpofe,  it  was  our 
duty  to  deliver  over  to  thofe,  whofe  office  it  is  to 
coileCt  the  evidence,  and  manage  the  profecution 
againftyou.  We  are 

Your  humble  fervants, 
Egremont. 

Dunk  Halifax.5’ 

Directed  to  Mr.  Wilkes. 

Here  is  a  clear  avowal  of  the  principle  of  feizing 
Mr.  Wilkes’j  papers;  a  principle  fo  extremely 
horrid  and  cruel,  that  every  Englifhman  muff  (hudder 
at  the  idea.  It  was  obferved  by  a  very  able  Lawyer, 
that  this  evidence  Was  coIleCIed  with  as  much  force, 
and  with  as  little  right  by  law,  as  fome  other  collec¬ 
tions  are  made,  for  which  the  collectors  are  hanged 
when  taken. 

To  this  anfvver  Mr.  Wilkes  fent  the  following 
reply,  viz. 

Great  G eorge -direct ,  May  o ,  1763. 

«  My  Lords, 

66  LITTLE  did  I  expetf,  when  I  was  re¬ 
quiring  from  your  Lordfhips  what  an  Englifhman  has 
a  right  to,  his  property  taken  from  him,  and  faid  to 
be  in  your  Lordfhips  poffellion,  that  I  fhould  have 
received  in  anfwer,  from  perfons  in  your  high  flation, 
the  expreffions  of  indecent  and  fcurrilous  applied  to 

my 


tended  to  ftrike  at,  and  fairly  try,  the 
legality  of  thofe  powers,  which  the 
Secretaries  of  State  had,  for  a  great 
number  of  years,  ufurped.  None,  hi- 

my  legal  demands.  The  refpedt  I  bear  to  his  Majefty, 
whofe  fervants  it  feems  you  ftill  are,  tho’  you  (land 
legally  convidled  of  having  in  me  violated,in  the  high- 
eft  and  moft  offenfive  manner,  the  liberties  of  all  the 
Commons  of  England,  prevents  my  returning  you 
an  anfwer  in  the  fame  Billingfgate  language.  If  I 
confidered  you  only  in  your  private  capacities,  I 
fhould  treat  you  both  according  to  yourdeferts  :  but 
where  is  the  wonder  that  men,  who  have  attacked 
the  facred  liberty  of  the  fubjedt,  and  have  iftued  an 
illegal  warrant  to  feize  his  property,  fhould  proceed 
to  fuch  libellous  expreftions  ?  You  fay,  “  that  fuch 
of  my  papers  fhall  be  reftored  to  me,  as  do  not  lead 
to  a  proof  of  my  guilt.”  I  owe  this  to  your  appro 
henfion  of  an  action,  not  to  your  love  of  juftice  ; 
and  in  that  light,  if  I  can  believe  your  Lordfhips 
aflurances,  the  whole  will  be  returned  to  me.  I  fear 
neither  your  profecution,  nor  your  pcrfecution  ;  and 
1  will  aftert  the  fecurity  of  my  own  houfe,  the  li¬ 
berty  of  my  perfon,  and  every  right  of  the  people, 
not  fo  much  for  my  own  fake,  as  for  the  fake  of 
every  one  of  my  Englifh  fellow  fubjedts. 

I  am, 
my  Lords, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  WILKES. 

Directed  to 

the  Earls  of  Egremont  and  Halifax, 
his  Majefty ’s  principalSecretarics  of  State. 

N  2  therto. 
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therto,  had  had  fpirit  enough  to  attack 
government  in  its  own  fortrefs :  or,  if 
any  had,  government  always  bought 
them  off;  but  moft  commonly  the  par¬ 
ties  were  too  indigent  to  contend  with 
the  Treafury,  and  the  power  of  the 
Crown  :  fo  that  one  way  or  other  the 
proceedings  in  thefe  matters  never  came 
before  the  public.  The  trial  of  the 
King’s  Meffengers  in  the  Court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas  at  Guildhall,  on  the  6th  of 
July,  1763,  was  the  firft.  And  here 
it  mud  be  obferved,  that  had  not  a  long 
purfe  been  found  to  contend  with  the 
public  Treafury,  thefe  proceedings,  no- 
torioufly  illegal  as  they  were,  would  ne¬ 
ver  have  been  brought  to  a  judicial  and 
legal  condemnation.  The  fadt  is,  that 
Earl  Temple,  and  he  only,  gave  it 
fpirit,  and  was  the  great  iinew  of  the 
whole  caufe.  He  was  inflexible  in  hi$ 
refolution  of  checking  thefe  arbitrary 
proceedings,  and  refcuing  the  fub- 
jedt  from  the  danger  of  fuch  •  ty¬ 
rannous  ufage.  It  was  at  his  ex¬ 
pence  that  this,  and  the  fucceeding 
victories  over  arbitrary  power,  were  ob¬ 
tained  ; 
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tained ;  and  which  have  now,  and  for 
ever,  fixed  the  liberties  of  Englishmen, 
upon  the  folid  bafis  of  the  constitution. 
Had  he  been  as  treacherous  in  Spirit,  and 
as  Sparing  of  his  money,  on  this  great  oc- 
cafion,  as  the  reSt  of  the  party.  General 
Warrants,  together  with  all  the  other 
illegal  practices,  and  infolences  of  office, 
would  have  Still  continued  :  for  there  was 
perhaps  more  real  inability  in  thefe  firSt 
profecutors  (the  Journeymen  Printers)  to 
bring  actions  againSt  the  King’s  Meffen- 
gers,  than  in  all  the  precedents  of  appre¬ 
hensions  which  were  to  be  found  in  the 
Secretary  of  State’s  office.  Therefore  it 
is  clear  that  this  offence  would  have  died 
away,  like  all  the  others,  had  it  not  been 
taken  up  by  fomebody  of  property,  and 
Spirit,  who  neither  regarded  the  enmity  of 
Government,  nor  the  cxpence  which  Such 
a  profecution  would  inevitably  occalion; 
and  whofe  only  objedt  could  be  no  other, 
but  the  establishment  of  the  true  constitu¬ 
tional  liberty  of  Englishmen.  —  In  that 
cafe,  it  was  a  matter  of  indifference  to  the 
public,  who  the  perfons  fo  treated  were  ; 

N  3  the 
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the  only  queftion  which  interefted  the 

public,  was.  Were  thofe  apprehenfions 
legal  ? 

The  points  contended  for  on  the  part 
of  the  crown,  in  the  firft  trial  of  an  a&ion 
brought  againft  theKing’s  Meffengers,  by 
one  of  the  journeymen  Printers,  were, 

I.  The  legality  of  the  warrant. 

2#  The  due  execution  of  that  warrant . 

3  •  Tw  o  acls  of  P ar liament  of  the  Seventh 
cf  fumes  I.  and  the  twenty-fourth  of 
George  II.  in  the  nature  of  a  bar  to 
the  action  againft  the  defendants ,  the 
Meffengers  ;  and  fending  the  plain¬ 
tiffs  over  for  remedy  againft  the  Se¬ 
cretaries  of  State.  And  the  Coun¬ 
cil  for  the  Crown  iniifted,  that  the 
Jury  fhould  find  a  Special  Verdict. 

The  Chief  Juftice  gave  his  opinion, 
that  the  Jury  could  not  be  compelled  to 
find  a  Special  Verdidt  :  and  likewife  his 

judgment  upon  the  three  points  of  law. 
viz. 

l.  That  the  warrant  was  illegal. 

z>  That  it  was  illegally  executed. 

3.  That 
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3.  That  the  Secretaries  of  State  were 
not  within  the  acts  of  Parliament  of 
fame  1.  or  G corge  II.  and  confequcntly , 
that  the  aBion  will  lie  againf  the 
M eJJ eager s. 

Notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  the 
Crown  Lawyers  againft  it,  the  Jury  in¬ 
filled  upon  their  Right  to  find  aGENER  al 
Verdict,  and  they  did  fo,  by  giving  the 
man  (who  had  been  in  cuftody  but  a  few 
hours)  Three  Hundred  PoundsD^- 
mages.  Upon  which  the  Council  for  the 
Crown  immediately  tendered  a  bill  of  ex¬ 
ceptions  againft  the  opinions  of  theChief 
Juftice,and  the  verdidtof  thejury;  which 
bill  appeared  ready  engroffed  upon  two 
fkins  of  parchment,  and  afforded  a  con¬ 
vincing  proof  that  fuch  was  the  fpirit  and 
intention  of  Government,tofupport  thefe 
arbitrary  proceedings,  altho’  they  knew 
they  were  illegal ;  and,  if  poflible,  by 
every  delay,  chicanery,  and  expence,  to 
weary  out  their  opponents,  and  thereby 
prevent  the  matter  being  finally  decided ; 
that  arefolution  had  been  previoufly  taken 
to  objedt  to  the  opinion  of  thejudge,  and 
the  verdidt  of  the  Jury,  even  before  it 
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could  be  known  what  that  opinion,  or 
what  that  verdidt  might  be*.  This  con- 
dudtdid  not  pafs  without  a  fevere  animad- 
verfion,  very  much  to  the  difcredit  of  go- 
vein  men  t.  On  the  other  hand  the  friends 
of  Liberty  were  exceedingly  elated  :  the 

public  voice  was  with  them  ftrongly  and 
unanimoufly.  There  was  not  an  Eng- 
lifhman  who  did  not  either  publicly  or 
privately  rejoice,  with  uncommon  plea- 
fure,  at  this  vidtory  over  an  ufurped,  un¬ 
conditional  and  arbitrary  power.  This 
period  feemed  like  another  Revolution, 
giving  frelh  and  further  fecurity  to  the 
future  liberties  of  Englifhmen.  And  in 
the  midffc  of  thefe  rejoicings,  the  public 
did  not  fail  to  pour  forth  the  warmed 
tedimoniesof  their  affediion  and  gratitude 
to  the  fpirit  and  patriotifm  of  Earl  Tem¬ 
ple,  who  laid  the  foundation  of  this 
great  palladium  of  Englifh  Liberty,  and 
who  feemed  determined  to  Ipare  neither 
pains  nor  expence,  to  carry  on  and  finifli 
this  glorious  and  ever-meiporable  work. 

*  The  learned  Judge  declared  from  the  bench, 
that  the  Attorney  General,  and  his  colleagues,  knew 
ids  opinion  before  he  knew  it  himfelf. 

The 
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The  other  Printers,  to  the  number  of 
about  feventeen  or  eighteen,  likewife 
brought  adions  againft  the  MelTengers, 
and  all  of  them,  even  to  the  very  errand- 
boy,  recovered  damages. 

Mr.  Wilkes  alfo  brought  adions  a- 
gainft  the  Secretaries  of  State,Mr.  Wood 
and  Mr.  Webb  j  but  his  adions  againft 
theSecretariesof  State  never  came  to  trial. 
That  againft  Lord  Egremont  ended  of 
courfe  with  his  Lordfhip’s  death,  which 
happened  a  few  months  afterwards.  That 
againft  Lord  Halifax,  which  was  the 
moft  interefting  to  thePublic,  as  the  war¬ 
rant  itfelf  muft  have  come  in  ilfue,  and 
the  legality  of  the  whole  proceeding, was 
evaded,  by  his  Lordfhip  calling  efioigns, 
pleading  privilege,  and  at  length  Handing 
out  in  contempt  of  the  Court,  until  Mr. 
Wilkes  was  outlawed,  which  deprived 
him  of  any  further  afiiltance  from  the 
Courts  of  Jultice.  The  particulars  of  this 
delay  the  reader  will  find  in  the  note*. 


But 


*  Wilkes,  Efq;  againft  the 
Earl  of  Halifax  and  the  three 
Meflengers  who  executed  the 
general  warrant. 


Original  was  fued 
out,  telted  the 
firft  of  June 


and 
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But  the  a&ion  againlt  Mr.  Wood  was 
brought  to  trial  in  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  on  the  6th  of  December,  1763. 
u  When  the  caufe  flood  ready  for  trial, 
the  Court  was  moved  on  the  part  of  the 

defendant. 


and  returnable  from  the  day  of  the  Holy  Trinity  in 
three  weeks  (19th  of  June,  1763)  ;  and  the  Earl 
being  fummoned,  caft  an  effoign,  which  was  ad¬ 
journed  until  the  1 8th  of  November.  Then  comes 
in  privilege:  which  being  at  an  end,  and  all  theef- 
foigns  expired,  a  diftringas  was  taken  out,  tefted 
the  9th  of  May,  being  the  firft  day  of  Eafter  term, 
1764,  returnable  from  the  day  of  Eafter  in  five 
weeks  (27th  of  May) — the  Sheriff  returns  forty 
{hillings  illiies — The  Earl  does  not  appear — The 
Court  direds  fifty  pounds  iffues — An  alias  diftringas 
is  taken  out,  tefted  the  30th  of  May,  and  return¬ 
able  on  the  morrow  of  the  Holy  Trinity  ( 1 8th  of 
June)  the  Sheriff  returns  his  iffues — The  Earl  {till 
refufes  to  appear — The  Court  orders  five  hundred 
pounds  iffues.— A  pluries  diftringas  is  taken  out, 
tefted  the  firft  day  of  Trinity  term  (the  22a  of 
June)  and  returnable  in  three  weeks  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  (the  8th  of  July). — In  November  follow¬ 
ing  Mr.  Wilkes  was  outlawed  ;  then  the  Earl  ap¬ 
peared,  and  pleaded  the  outlawry. 

<c  When  I  fee  a  Secretary  of  State  obftinately 
fighting  with  the  laws  of  his  country,  ufing  privilege 
to  the  utmoft,  notwithftanding  it  was  the  ground  of 
the  Royal  complaint  to  the  Commons  againft  Mr. 
Wilkes,  availing  himfelf  of  every  practicable  ef- 
foign,  and,  at  length,  withftanding  all  the  procefs 
and  penalties  of  a  Court  of  Juftiee,  to  avoid  trying 
the  right  of  a  tranfadion,  which  has  never  yet  been 

di  redly 
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defendant,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to 
juftify  under  the  warrant,  in  order  to  bring 
the  matter  fully  and  fairly  before  the  Court  j 
which  the  Court,  after  confideration,  for 
that  reafon,  and  that  only,  allowed.  But 
when  the  caufe  came  to  be  tried,  Mr. 

directly  given  up ;  and  perhaps  waiting  for  an  out¬ 
lawry  of  his  profeeutor,  in  order  then  to  mock  the 
juftice  of  his  country  ftill  more,  by  entering  an  ap¬ 
pearance  to  the  fuit  agamft  him,  at  a  time  when  his 
profeeutor  can  no  longer  go  on  with  it  ?  I  proteft, 
altho’  an  old,  fober,  private  individual,  that  I  lol'c 
my  temper,  look  for  redrefs  from  fome  other  quarter, 
and  feel  myfelf  inclined  to  join  in  an  addrefs  to  the 
Commons  of  England,  to  take  up  the  Conlideration, 
and  go  on  with  the  profecution  of  that  caufe,  which 
every  freeman  is  interefted  in,  and  which  the  ordinary 
Courts  of  Juftice  have  been  fo  long  foiled  in.  I  re¬ 
member  what  is  Mr.  Locke’s  definition  of  liberty; 
what  he  makes  the  province  of  a  court  of  judicature  ; 
what  the  extent  of  the  legiflative  power  ;  and  what, 
according  to  him,  creates  a  diffolution  of  all  govern¬ 
ment - Who,  under  fuch  ciTumftances,  would 

blame  a  Jury,  fhould  they  at  laft  have  fuch  a  Secretary 
brought  before  them,  for  giving  extraordinary,  ex¬ 
emplary  damages,  in  terrorem!  Efpccially,  if  they 
lhould  have  all  imaginable  foundation  for  believing 
the  judgment,  upon  fuch  verdia,  will  be  delayed  by 
every  artifice  of  bills  of  exceptions,  fpecial  verdids, 
motions  for  new  trial,  writs  of  error,  &c.  that  can 
be  practife;.,  in  order  to  prevent  all  effed  from  it, 
an  to  overbear,  in  the  long  run,  the  poor  profeeutor 
by  dint  of  expence.”  7 he  Father  cf  Candor. 
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Wood,  by  the  advice  of  his  Counfel, 
and  to  the  furprize  of  the  Chief  Juflice, 
deferted  his  juflification,  declined  the  op¬ 
portunity  which  the  Court  had  indulged 
him  with,  of  bringing  the  validity  of  the 
warrant  into  debate,  and  reforted  to  the 
objection  which  had  been  urged  in  the 
trial  of  the  Meffengers,  namely,  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  was  a  Juftice  of  Peace, 
and  therefore  ought  to  have  been  made  a 
party  defendant  in  the  fuit.’* 

Mr.  Wi  lkes  in  his  declaration  com¬ 
plained,  that  Mr.  Wood  entered  his  houfe, 
made  a  great  noife  and  diflurbance,  and 
ftaid  therein  twelve  hours  j  broke  open 
his  locks,  drawers,  cabinets  and  fcrutores, 
and  took  away  his  papers. 

To  this  Mr.  Wqod  pleaded ,y%/?,  Not 
Guilty;  and, fecondly ,  jtiflified  as  to  en¬ 
tering  the  houfe  and  flaying  in  it  half  an 
hour,  but  did  not  mention  a  word  about 
opening  his  drawers  and  feizing  his  pa¬ 
pers,  which  was  the  great  trefpafs.  He 
flated  the  King’s  Speech  of  the  19th  of 
April,  1763 ;  the  publication  of  the  North 
Briton  on  the 23d;  that  Mr.  Wilkes  was 

publi  flier 
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publilher  and  author  of  that  paper;  that 
the  Melfengers  entered  Mr.  Wilkes’s 
houfe  with  a  Constable ;  thatMr.WooD, 
being  an  affiftant  toLordHALiF  ax  in  his 

O  z' 

office, went  to  Mr. Wilkes’s  to  deliver  a 
meffage  from  his  Lordfhip,  requiring  the 
Meilengers  to  haften  the  execution  of 
their  warrant;  and  upon  that  occafion  he 
entered  Mr.  Wilkes’s  houfe,  the  door 
being  opened,  and  ftaid  therein  half  an 
hour;  and  that  was  all  he  did. 

To  this  Mr. Wilkes  replied,  that  Mr. 
Wood, without  fuch  cauj'e  as  was  by  him 
alledged(which  was  denying  the  truth  of 
the  material  fa<ft,viz.“ThatMr. W ilkes 
was  author  and  publiilier”)  entered  his 
houfe,  and  ftaid  therein  half  an  hour, 
which  was  putting  this  mighty  plea  in  if- 
fue.  Thejury, which  was  a  fpecial  one,at 
the  defendant’s  inftance,  found  both  if- 
fues  for  Mr.  Wilkes  ;  and,  confcquently, 
upon  the  fecond  ifi'ue  (the  fpecial  juf- 
tification)  acquitted  Mr.  Wilkes  as 
author  and  publiffier  of  the  (original) 
North  Briton,  Number  Forty-five  ; 
and  they  gave  him  a  thoufand  pounds 
damages.  But  a  bill  of  exceptions. 


was 
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was,  as  ufual,  tendered  againft  it;  and 
it  was  not  until  the  fpring  1766,  that  the 
money  was  paid*.  However,  this  trial 
and  verdid  were  highly  interefting  to  the 

Liberty 


*  ft  IS  foid  the  following  words  clofed  the  charge 
to  the  Jury  on  this  important  occafion : 

“  This  warrant  is  unconftitutional,  illegal,  and 
ablolutely  void ;  it  is  a  general  warrant,  direded 
to  rourMeflengers,  to  take  up  anyperfons,  without 
naming  or  defcribing  them  with  any  certainty,  and 
to  bring  them,  together  with  their  papers.  If  it  be 
good,  a  Secretary  of  State  can  delegate  and  depute 
any  one  of  the  MelTengers,  or  any,  even  from  the 
Joweft  of  the  people,  to  take  examinations,  to 
commit  or  releafe,  and,  in  fine,  to  do  every  a£t 
which  the  higheft  judicial  officers  the  law  knows 
can  do  or  order.  There  is  na  authority  in  our  law 
books  that  mentions  thefe  kinds  of  warrants,  but 
in  exprefs  terms  condemn  them. 

Upon  the  matureft  confideration,  I  am  bold  to 
fay,  that  this  warrant  is  illegal ;  but  I  am  far  from 
wiffiing  a  matter  of  this  confequence  fhould  reft 
folely  upon  my  opinion  :  I  am  one  of  twelve,  whofe 
opinions  I  am  defirous  fhould  be  taken  in  this  matter, 
and  I  am  very  willing  to  allow  myfelf  the  meaneft  of 
the  twelve  There  is  alfo  a  ftill  higher  Court,  before 
which  this  matter  may  be  canvafied,  and  whofe  de¬ 
termination  is  final ;  and  here  I  cannothelp  obferving 
the  happincfs  of  cur  conftitution,  in  admitting  thefe 
appeals,  in  confequence  of  which,  material  points 
are  determined  on  the  moft  mature  confideration, 
and  with  the  greateft  folemnity.  To  this  admirable 
delay  of  the  law  (for  in  this  cafe  the  law's  delay  may 
be  ftiJed  admirable)  I  believe  it  is  chfiefly  owing,  that 

we 
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Liberty  of  the  fubjed:;  for  everyEnglifh- 
man  hadnowthefatisfadionof  feeing  that 
hishoufewas  his  caftle;  that  he  might, 
and  in  all  probability  in  future  would, 

fleep 

wepofiefs  the  bcft  digefted  and  moft  excellent  body 
of  laws,  which  any  nation  on  the  face  of  the  globe, 
whether  ancient  or  modern,  could  ever  boaft  of.  If 
thefe  higher  jurifdi&ions  fhould  declare  my  opinion 
erroneous,  I  fubmit,  as  will  become  me,  and  kifs 
the  rod  ;  but  I  muft  fay,  I  {hall  always  confider  it 
as  a  rod  of  iron  for  the  chaftifement  of  the  people 
of  Great  Britain.” 

A  few  minutes  after  this  verdi 61  was  given  for 
Mr.  Wilkes,  a  man  knocked  at  his  door,  defiring  to 
fpeak  with  himon  particular  buiinefs ;  but  it  appear¬ 
ing  by  his  dialed  thathe  was  a  Scotchman, and  being 
befides  an  entire  Granger,  he  was  refufed  admittance ; 
on  which  he  went  away  to  a  coffee-houfe  near  Par- 
liament-ffreet,  where  he  was  over-heard  to  declare, 
that  himfelf  and  ten  more  men  were  determined  to 
cut  Mr. Wilkes  off,  let  the  event  be  what  it  would. 
The  perfon  who  heard  him  make  this  declaration, 
immediately  informed  Mr.  Wilkes  of  it  by  letter. 
Next  morning  the  Scotchman  came  again  to  Mr. 
W  ilkes’s,  bringing  a  letter  figned  Alexander  f)un, 
the  purport  of  which  wa  ,,  to  beg  an  interview  with 
Mr.  Wilkes,  on  an  affair  of  the  moll  interelUng  na¬ 
ture.  He  was  defired  to  call  again  at  one  o’clock, 
which  he  did  accordingly;  and  feven  o’clock  being 
then  appointed,  as  he  was  going  out  at  the  parlour- 
door,  two  gentlemen,  who  had  placed  thcrnfclvcs 
behind  it,  feized  him  by  each  arm,  and  flung  him  on 
his  hack.  On  learching  him,  a  new  penknife  was 
found  in  his  pocket, which  he  pretended  he  had  pur- 

chafed 
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lleepin  peace  and  fecurity,undiil:urbed  by 
K.ing’sMeflengers,orSecretaries  of  State’s 
warrants.  In  a  word,  every  man  felt  a 
comfort  in  being  relieved  from  the  fears 
of  fuchvifitants. There  was  not  a  word  of¬ 
fered  in  j unification  of  the  feizureof  pa¬ 
pers,  fo  fully  were  Mr.Wood’s  advocates 
convinced  that  this  point  was  entirely  in- 
defenfible  :  an  attempt,  indeed,  was  made 
to  read  one  of  them,  but  even  this  the 
Attorney  General  (Mr.  Norton  at  this 
time')  treated  as  fo  abominable  an  imputa¬ 
tion  upon  his  charadler,thathedifclaimed 
in  the  mod;  folemn  and  public  manner. 


chafed  about  nine  months  ago  ;  on  being  farther 
queftioned,  he  faid  fix  months,  and  at  laft  owned  he 
bought  it  at  Chatham  about  a  fortnight  fince.  Upon 
this  he  was  taken  immediately  into  cuftody  by  aTip* 
ftafF,  then  prefent  for  that  purpofe,  was  carried  next 
morning  before  one  of  the  Judges,  and  a  complaint 
likewife  exhibited  againft  him  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  who  thereupon  ordered  the  Tipftaff,  in  whole 
cuftody  he  was,  to  bring  him  to  the  bar ;  but  when 
he  was  there,  though  not  examined,  the  Houfe  were 
of  opinion  he  was  infane,  and  therefore  difeharged 
him. 

it  is  the  observation  of  Machiavel,  that  in  all 
cafes,  not  only  of  aflaftlnation,  but  of  deep  danger, 
no  man  fhould  be  employed  who  is  always  and  en¬ 
tirely  in  his  fenfes. 
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tbs  idea  of  making  any  ufe  of  inch  evi¬ 
dence  fo  procured. - It  is  obfervablc, 

that  had  this  fecond  plea  of  jollification 
been  found  againft  Mr.Wn.KES,  it  would 
have  been  conclufive  evidence  of  his  be¬ 
ing  both  author  and  publisher  oftheNorth 
Briton  :  this  was  the  opinion  of  the  Chief 
Juft  ice;  and  if  that  would  have  condem¬ 
ned  him,  why  ought  not  this  verdidt  to 
have  acquitted  him?  If  any  one  doubts  of 
this,  he  will  find  the  dodtrine  is  fettled  by 
the  Houfe  of  Peers.  In  Lord  Lovat’s 
trial  (page  74)  witnefics  were  brought, 
who  could  prove  thatJoHN  Murray,  of 
Broughton,  did  not  furrender  himfel.f 
within  the  time  diredted  by  the  adt  ol  at¬ 
tainder  of  the  19th  of  King  George  the 
Second.  The  record  of  the  Court  of 
King’s  Bench  was  produced,  in  which 
John  Murray  pleaded,  that  he  did  fur- 
render  himfelf ;  and  the  AttorneyGeneraJ 
confefted  the  truth  of  the  plea ;  and  tho* 
Lord  Lovat  was  no  party  to  this  record, 

and  it  was  underftood  without  doors  to  be 

1 

I 

entered  up  to  make  an  ufe  of  Murray, 
yet  the  Lords  would  not  fuffer  Lord  Lo- 
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vat  to  adduce  witnefles  to  contradict  if, 
as  it  was  a  record  of  the  higheft  nature, 
and  could  not  be  averred  againft.  The 
importance  of  verdicts  is  univerfally  ac¬ 
knowledged,  and  it  is  well  known  in  how 
miraculous  a  manner  that  fincere  friend 
to  Liberty, SirJosEPHjEKYLL,  turned  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  by  his  memorable 
fpeech  upon  the  confequences  of  a  verdiCt 
in  the  cafe  of  the  Marlborough  election, 
that  great  man  faid,  “  he  would  die  on 
‘‘  that  fpot  before  he  would  ever  give  his 
“  alfent  to,  or  permit  to  pafs,  in  his  hear- 
“  ing,  without  entering  his  folemnproteft 
“  againft  it ;  a  determination  fo  fatal  to 
“  the  conftitution  and  to  the  fundamental 
“  principles  of  law,  and  which  would  be 
<c  rejected  with  indignation  in  everyCourt 
“  of  Juftice  in  Weftminfter  Hall.” 

The  trial  of  the  aCtion  againft  Mr. 
Webb,  was  poftponed. 

The  expence  of  carrying  on  all  thefe 
profecutions  was,  undoubtedly, very  great. 
What  the  exact  fum  was,  is  not  material. 
Certain  it  is,  that  had  not  money  been 
found  fome  where,  thefe  proceedings  of  the 
5  Secre- 
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Secretaries  of  State,  like  all  thofe  of  pre¬ 
ceding  Secretaries,  would  have  been  bu- 

ried  in  oblivion,  and  thefe  determinations 

» 

fo  materially  interesting  to  the  public,  and 
of  fuch  ineftimable  fecurity  to  the  Liber¬ 
ties  of  the  fubjedf,  would  not  have  hap¬ 
pened.  The  merit,  therefore,  of  thefe 
great  events  w'ill  be  found,  upon  recollec¬ 
tion,  to  be  almoft  exclufively  due  to  two 
perfons  ;  firft,  to  Earl  Temple,  for  his 
public-fpirited  liberality  and  dhinterefied 
patriotifm,  in  bringing  thefe  grievances 
before  a  Court  of  Juftice;  and  next  to 
the  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas,  for  his  noble  and  intrepid  re- 
folution  in  declaring  the  law,  and  thofe 
great  and  important  decifions  which  nc 
made  fo  much  to  his  own  honour  and 
the  glory  of  the  Englifh  conftitution. 

While  thefe  profecutions  were  carrying 
on,  Mr.  Wilkes  ere&ed  a  printing  prels 
in  his  own  houfe,  and  hired  a  number  of 
journeymen  Printers  to  reprint  the  North 
Briton  in  volumes,and  other  pieces,  which 
he  had  found,  by  experience,  other  Prin¬ 
ters  would  not  undertake.  This  llcp  was 

...  O  2  not 
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not  only  very  difagreeable  to  his  friends, 
but  contrary  to  their  warmed:  and  drongeft 
remondrances.  They  repeatedly  repre- 
fented  to  him  the  great  and  imminent 
danger  of  putting  a  fet  of  low,  illiberal 
fellows  into  the  pofleffion  of  fome  of  his 
.mod  valuable  fecrets,  at  a  time  fo  critical 
as  this  was,  when  it  behoved  government, 
at  all  events,  to  get  at  him,  if  poffible. 
They  foretold  almod  every  one  of  thole 
unfortunate  confequences  which  followed 
from  this  obdinate,  and,  to  him,  mod 
mifchievous  imprudence  :  but  he  was 
proof  againd  all  perfualion.  The  firft 
production  of  his  prefs,  was,  “  Propofals 
<c  for  printing,  by  fubfcription,  the  pro- 
<f  ceedings  of  the  Adminidration,  in  hi* 
“  cafe,  price  one  guinea.”  This  was 
like  wife  dilapproved  by  his  friends.  It 
carried  with  it  an  air  of  mendication  to 
the  public,  which  was  below  his  charac- 
tei  and  the  importance  of  his  caulej  and 
diu  not  fail  of  exciting  fevere  ridicule, 
and  cenfure  from  his  enemies.  His  ex- 
cule  for  this  adt  of  folly,  was,  that  a 
great  number  of  his  friends  in  the  city, 

and 
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and  elfewhere,  mod;  of  whom  he  did 

% 

not  know,  defired  to  fee  fome  channel 
opened  through  which  they  might 
convey  their  contributions  towards  car¬ 
rying  on  the  great  caufe  of  Liberty, 
in  which  they  were  all  fo  materially 
interested.  A  few  of  the  party,  like- 
wife,  promifed  to  fubferibe,  and  others 
promifed  to  do  great  things  among 
their  friends.  But  his  moft  fincere  and 
principal  friends  were  fo  Struck  with 
the  very  mention  only  of  this  unac¬ 
countable  Supplication,  that  they  beg¬ 
ged  of  him,  in  the  moSt  preffing  man¬ 
ner,  not  to  distribute  thofe  propofals  j 
which  they  allured  him  would  infalli¬ 
bly  injure  him  in  the  public  eSteem, 
without  procuring  him  any  real  ad¬ 
vantage  whatever.  This  was  exadtly 
the  cafe ;  the  public  did  not  approve 
of  them,  his  pretended  friends  deceived 
him,  and  very  few  fubferiptions  were 
obtained. 

The  next  piece  he  caufed  to  be  printed 
at  his  prefs  was,  part  of  an  obfeene 
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poem,  entitled,  “  An  Effay  on  Wo¬ 
man.”  But  he  permitted  only  twelve 
copies  to  be  Struck  off,  and  while 
thefe  were  doing*  he  was  always  pre- 
fent,  and  took  every  poffible  precau* 
tion  of  fecrecy,  and  to  prevent  any 
body  about  him  from  having  a  copy. 
But  notwithstanding  all  his  care,  two 
or  three  copies  were  Stolen  by  his 
workmen  ;  and  thefe  were  Shewn  a- 
bout  as  papers  of  curiofity  to  other 
Printers.  At  length  a  few  pages  fell 
into  the  hands  of  one  Hajfel a  work¬ 
man  who  belonged  to  one  Mr.  Faderty 
a  Printer  in  Fleet-Street.  This  man 
and  his  mailer  were  faid  to  have  been 
indefatigable  in  attempting  to  bribe 
and  corrupt  all  the  Printers  in  Mr. 
W ilkes’s  houfe,  in  order  to  get  the 
remainder.  To  one  man  only  five 
guineas  were  given,  but  he  could  not 
ferve  them.  At  length,  however,  they 
fixed  upon  one  Curry ,  another  of  Mr. 
Wilkes’s  workmen,  who,  after  a 
Short  negotiation,  fupplied  their  wants 

and 
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and  afterwards  became  the  tool  of 
Adminiffration  in  the  piofecutions 
and  other  proceedings  againft  Mr. 
Wilkes. 

The  few  pages  which  Mr.  Faden 
had  already  obtained,  he  in  the  mean 
time  had  {hewn  to  one  Mr.  Ktdgel, 
at  that  time  Chaplain  to  Lord  March, 
and  that  pious  Clergyman  was  fo  {hock¬ 
ed  with  the  obfcenity  contained  in 
them,  that  he  was  exceeding  defir- 
ous  of  obtaining,  “  if  fuch  a  thing 
was  poffible,  the  remainder  of  the 
work}”  and  in  that  cafe,  it  was  firft 
agreed  upon  between  them,  to  re¬ 
print  the  poem  with  notes  and  re¬ 
marks  by  Mr.  Ktdgel ,  in  a  feries  of 
letters  in  the  Public  Ledger,  “  a  daily 
paper,  of  which  Mr.  Faden  is  the 
Printer.”  But  upon  “  more  deliberate 
reflection,”  they  wifely  apprehended 
greater  emolument  might  be  derived 
from  it,  by  offering  it  up  as  an  affid- 
ant  to  Government,  to  facilitate  the 
intended  deftruCtion  of  Mr.  Wilkes. 
With  this  view  Mr.  Ktdgel  cornmu- 
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fiieated  the  fleets  to  his  patron  Lord 
March,  who  laid  them  before  the  Se¬ 
cretaries  of  State.  From  that  moment 
it  was  refolved  to  profecute  Mr. 
Wilkes  for  publishing  this  idle  piece. 
It  is  but  fair  to  remark,  that  if  the 
vycrK  had  been  ten  thoufand  time, 
work  than  it  was,  “  yet  it  would  fall  far 
fhort  in  infamy  to  the  traiterous  me¬ 
thods  employed  to  bring  it  to  a  pro- 
fmmon.”  And  Mr.  Wilkes’s  own 
observation  on  this  matter  is  too  juft, 
not  to  be  convincing,  f‘  That  if  the 
North  Briton  had  never  appeared,  the 

Ff  ay  on  Woman  would  never  have  been 
called  in  queftion.” 


•i  k  next  employed  his  prefs  in 
printing  the  fir  ft  forty-five  numbers  of 
tne  North  Briton,  in  two  volumes, 
wiui  notes  and  feme  corrections ;  to 
Which  he  alfo  added  a  third  volume, 
which  has  pot  yet  been  published. 
It  was  for  this  ad  of  imprudence 
that  he  afterwards  buffered.  Hitherto 
he  had  made  it  his  boaft,  that  fo  ex- 
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tremely  cautious  had  the  author  of 
that  North  Briton  been,  the  Miniftry 
were  not  in  polfeflion  of  any  legal  and 
pofitive  evidence  again  ft  him.  What 
a  ftrange  and  unaccountable  ad  of  im¬ 
prudence  then  was  this,  to  furnith  his 
enemies  with  the  poffibility  only  of 
obtaining  evidence  for  his  own  de- 

Earl  ^  1  emple  repeatedly 
advifed  him  agajnft  taking  this  unne- 
cefiary  ftep,  and  took  uncommon  pains 
to  convince  him  of  the  danger  to 
which  he  expofed  himfelf  by  it.  But 
Mr.  Wilkes  had  laid  down  the  plan 
of  his  condud,  and  he  was  too  firm 
m  his  lefolution  to  make  any  alteration 
in  it.  All  his  friends  joined  in  re- 
prefenting  to  him  the  folly  and  danger 
of  introducing  that  printing  prefs  into 
houfe  ;  but  he  was  immoveable. 
Unfortunate  man,  who  had  the  grcatcft 
caufe  of  Public  Liberty  in  his  hands, 
which  had  ever  agitated  the  minds  of 

raenp  and  refufed  to  follow  the  advice 
of  his  friends  !  Had  he,  upon  his 
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difcharge  by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
relied  himfelf  contented  and  quiet, 
while  his  friends  carried  on  all  the  necef- 
fary  profecutions  againft  his  enemies,  he 
would  have  had  the  honour  of  all  the 
vidories ;  and  the  North  Briton  itfelf,  as 
it  was  published  in  the  city  of  London, 
and  as  there  was  not  fufficient  evidence  to 
reach  Mr.  Wilkes,  mull  have  been  tried 
by  a  London  Jury;  and  whether  the  fen- 
timents  of  fuch  a  Jury  might  have  agreed 
with  thofe  of  the  Wellminller  Jury, 
which  was  afterwards  chofen,  is  not  ma¬ 
terial,  as  theverdid  could  not  have  affeded 
Mr.  Wilkes  j  therefore  he  might  have 
been  perfedly  fafe ;  and,  as  to  the  Pub- 
lilher,  it  is  very  certain  he  would  not 
have  been  friendlefs.  In  that  cafe,  Mr. 
Wilkes  mult  indubitably  have  triumph¬ 
ed  over  theAdminillration ;  and  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  fay  what  might  not  have  been  the 
confequences  of  a  vidory  fo  complete  and 
extenfive.  But  the  fairelt  profped,  and 
the  moll  promiling  certainty  of  accom- 
-plilhing,  perhaps  for  ever,  the  ruin  of  that 

Ad  mi- 
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Adminiftration,  he  precipitately  deftroy- 
ed,  by  wantonly  and  obllinately  laying 
the  foundation  of  his  own. 

However,  the  fervices  which  through 
him  have  been  done  to  the  Liberties  of 
his  country  ;  the  incredible  rage  of  more 
than  brutal  malice,  and  the  inhuman  fpi- 
rit  of  perfecution,  by  which  he  was  un¬ 
fairly  cruffied  ;  the  defiance  which  his 
cruel  enemies  bid  to  every  reftraint  of 
Law,  Liberty  and  Juitice,  in  order  to 
deftroy  him;  and  the  compaflion  that  is 
now  due  to  his  fufferings,  ought  to  draw 
a  veil  over  his  political  errors,  and  bury 
the  remembrence  of  them  for  ever. 

When  he  had  finiflied  prirting  the 
two  volumes  of  the  North  Briton,  and 
given  the  neceffary  directions  for  publish¬ 
ing  them  to  the  world  at  large,  he  retired 
to  France  for  a  few  weeks.  During  his 
ffiort  flay  at  Paris,  he  was  infulted  by  one 
Captain  Forbes,  a  Scotch  Officer  in  the 
French  fervice,  who  undertook  to  revenge 
all  the  injuries  done  to  his  country  by  the 
North  Briton,  which  no  more  belonged 
to  hirn  than  to  any  other  man ;  but  fuch 
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was  then,  and  probably  is  flill,  the  con¬ 
federated  enmity  of  the  people  of  Scot¬ 
land  againft  Mr.  Wilkes,  on  account  of 
that  fatirical  paper,  that  it  was  no  wonder 
to  fee  this  man  heated  with  malice,  and 
probably  encouraged  by  money  and  pro- 
niifes  from  England,  taking  advantage  of 
Mr.  Wilkes’s  refidence  in  Paris,  the  more 
fecurely  to  execute  his  bafe  and  unprovo¬ 
ked  defign.  Mr.  Wilkes  declined  fight¬ 
ing  him  at  the  inllant  of  their  firft  meet- 
/ 

ing  in  the  public  ftreet,  but  told  him 
where  he  lodged  ■,  the  Captain  came,  but 
brought  no  fecond.  The  affair  prefently 
came  to  the  ears  of  the  Marshals  of  France, 
who  put  Mr.  Wilkes  under  an  arreft, 
Forbes  took  refuge  in  the  houfe  of  Alex. 
Murray,  Efq;  who  formerly  made  fo 
much  noife  in  England,  and  who  now 
afforded  this  man  an  afylum.  However 
Mr.  Wilkes  acquainted  Mr.  Murray, 
by  letter,  that  he  would  meet  Forbes  at 
Menin,  the  firft  town  in  Auflrian  Flan¬ 
ders.  But  Forbes  had  fled  to  England, 
where  it  being  foon  known  that  he  had 
ferved  againft  the  government  in  the  Scot- 

tifh 
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tlfh  rebellion  of  1745,  bis  friends,  to 
prevent  his  coming  under  the  cognizance 
of  the  law  as  a  rebel,  procured  him  a 
commiffion  in  the  fervice  of  the  King  of 
Portugal. 


CHAP.  XV. 

Lord  Bute  returns  from  Harrow  gate,  and 
refohes  to  alter  the  Minifry.  Negotiates 
with  Mr.  Pitt.  Duke  of  Leeds  propofed 
for  Prefident  of  the  Council.  That  no - 
ruination  oppofed  by  Lord  Bute.  Death 
of  Lord  Egremont.  Lord  Bute  meets 
Mr.  Pitt.  Conferences  between  hisMa - 
jefy  and  Mr.  Pitt.  The  negotiation, 
breaks  off,  and  why.  Duke  of  Bedford 
made  Prefident  of  the  Council,  and  Lord 
Sandwich  Secretary  of  State.  Lord  Bute 
goes  into  the  country.  The  rotten  part  of 
theMino)  ity  abandon  their  treachcrouscn— 
gagements.  Mr.  Charles  Torke  refgns. 

AS  foon  as  the  popular  heats  were  a 

little  fubfided,  the  Earl  of  Bute 
returned  from  Harrowgate;  and  being  ever 

unsteady 
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unfleady  in  his  refolutions,  he  began  to 
form  a  defign  of  unmaking  the  adminip* 
tration  he  had  fo  lately  made ;  or  at  leaft 
of  making  fuch  alterations  in  it  as  fhould 
give  it  a  new  and  different  complexion* 
It  had  ever  been  his  with  to  reftore  Mr. 
Pitt, but  underfuch  limitations  as  fhould 
leave  himfelf  in  full  poffeflion  of  a  fecret 
and  over-ruling  influence;  and  he  had,  for 
a  confiderable  time,  entertained  himfelf 
with  the  hopes  of  accomplifhing  this  dar¬ 
ling  plan  of  clandeftine  politics;  as  no¬ 
thing  could  fo  effectually  fecure  him  from 
the  hatred  of  the  people,  and  give  perma¬ 
nency  to  his  power  in  the  court.  And  it 
is  more  than  probable,  he  knew  his  chan¬ 
nel  of  conveyance  to  Mr.  Pitt  ;  and  that 
a  communication  had,  forfome  time,  been 
opened  between  them,  elfe  what  reafon 
can  be  given  forMr.BECKFORD’s  conduct, 
who  was  Lord  Mayor  of  London  at  the 
time  of  making  the  peace,  in  not  calling 
a  Court  of  Common  Council,  to  prepare 
and  prefent  petitions  to  Parliament  againfl 
the  Preliminary  Articles.  This  behaviour 
would  have  been  fpirited,  and  worthy  the 

metro- 
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metropolis  of  England,  which  fo  zea- 
loufly  condemned  thofe  articles,  and  the 
treaty  itfelf.  If  that  Hep  had  been  taken, 
it  is  not  very  probable  the  vote  of  appro¬ 
bation  would  have  been  fo  much  to  the 
Favourite’s  Honour. 

The  Earl  of  Granville,  Prefident 
of  the  Council,  had  been  dead  fome 
time,  and  the  council-chair  had  ever 
fince  remained  vacant.  That  circum- 
ftance  feemed  to  afford  an  opening  for 
his  Lordfhip  to  try  his  intended  expe¬ 
riments.  The  Minifters  propofed  fil¬ 
ling  the  council-chair  with  the  Duke  of 
Leeds,  but  Lord  Bute  oppofed  their 
nomination,  and  they  had  not  ftrength 
nor  weight  enough  to  infift  upon  it. 
That  nomination  was  not  agreeable  to 
his  Lordfhip’s  plan ;  which  though  not 
fixed,  was  yet  fufficiently  determined  to 
dictate  that  exclufion.  Therefore,  the 
council-chair  continued  empty  fome  time 
longer. 

In  September  the  Earl  of  Egre- 
mont  died.  This  was  an  event  the 
moil  favourable  to  Lord  Bute’s  de- 
figns  that  can  be  imagined,  and  he  de¬ 
termined 
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termihed  to  ftrike  the  ffroke  immediate" 
]y.  He  firft  employed  Sir  Harry  Er- 
skine  to  open  the  matter  to  Mr.  Aider- 
man  Beckford.  Through  this  chan¬ 
nel  offers  were  made  to  Mr.  Pitt 
to  come  into  the  Adminiflration.  A 
conference  was  inflantly  agreed  upon 
between  the  Principals,  and  Mr. 
Beckford’s,  in  Soho-fquare,  was  fix¬ 
ed  upon  for  the  place  of  meeting.  But 
afterwards  Lord  Bute  altered  his  mind, 
and  did  not  chufe  to  go  to  Mr.  Beck- 
ford’s,  but  went  in  difguile,  in  the 
middle  of  the  night,  to  Mr.  Pitt’s 
own  houfe  in  Jermyn-flreet.  He  found 
Mr.  Pitt  extremely  willing  tore-pof- 
fefs  his  late  Office  •,  but  the  acceptance 
of  another  very  important  and  mod 
capital  condition,  which  his  Lordfhip 
wifhed,  Mr.  Pitt  obftruded  with  in- 
fuperable  difficulties.  It  was,  that  the 
Earl  of  Northumberland  fhould 
be  firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury.  “  When 
the  Earl  of  Bute  found  this  projed  in- 
ad  miffible,  he  reforted  to  a  fecond  ex¬ 
pedient  for  gaining  Mr.  Pitt,  by  pro- 

pofing 
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pofing  fuch  arrangements  as  might  foften 
the  removal  of  thofe  anions:  the  Kins’s 

O  O 

fervants,  whom  that  Gentleman  did  not 
approve  in  the  Nations  they  then  held ; 
and  he  parted  from  Mr.  Pitt  in  a  belief 
that  the  latter  would  engage  in  the  Ad- 
miniflration.”  In  confequence  of  this 
opinion,  Mr.  Pitt  was  introduced  to  the 
King,  at  the  Queen’s  palace,  on  Satur¬ 
day  the  29th  of  September  176^.  What 
the  particulars  of  this,  and  a  fecond  con¬ 
ference,  which  was  held  on  the  Monday 
following,  were,  have  not  tranfpired,  nor 
in  all  probability  ever  will.  The  very 
few  who  are  really  acquainted  with  them, 
have  too  much  confidence,  and  too  much 
honour,  to  difclofe  fecrcts  of  fo  delicate 
a  nature.  But  the  reader  cannot  be  totally 
at  a  lofs  to  guefs  at  fomc  part  of  them, 
by  what  has  been  already  related  of  what 
pafled  between  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Bute. 
Thofe  conditions  were  fuch  as  Mr.  Pitt 
could  not  accept ;  and  at  the  fecond  con¬ 
ference,  which  he  had  the  honour  to  have 

P  with 
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with  his  Majesty,  he  excufed  himfelf 
from  then  entering  into  his  Majesty’s 
fervice,  upon  which  the  whole  negoti¬ 
ation  broke  cff.  Thus  it  is  clear  and  un¬ 
doubted,  that  Lord  Bute  had  the  merit 
ol  bringing  on  this  negotiation  ;  and  it 
may  be  added,  without  the  lead  hazard  of 
contradiction,  that  to  him  like  wife  belongs 
the  merit  of  its  rmfcarriage;  tor  he  began 
to  be  afraid  of  his  own  filly  work.  He 
probably  confidered,  that  the  adminiftra- 
tion  already  in  office,  weak  and  incapable 
as  he  acknowledged  them  to  be,  would 
prove  more  tradable  fcreens  to  his  former 
rmfcondud,  and  the  continuance  of  his 
power,  than  he  ffiould  find  Lord  Tem¬ 
ple,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  their  collegues, 
who  he  was  allured  would,  if  poffible, 
annih  date  his  influence  in  bufinefs.  His  own 
heart,  therefore,  failing  him,  as  it  had 
done  before,  when  he  fled  from  his  own 
vidory  and  ran  away  to  Harrowgate,  he 
broke  off  the  negotiation  more  precipi¬ 
tately  than  he  brought  it  on.  And  the 

many 
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many  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  in  the 
opposition,  who  had  Jiaftcned  to  town  in 
expectation  of  being  gratified  with  good 
places,  returned  to  the  country  with  Ids 
pleafure  than  they  left  it. 

There  being  an  end  for  the  prefent  of 
this  plan  of  adininiftration,  the  lubfifting 
Miniflcrs  were  indulged  with  remaining 
in  the  offices  they  then  held,  and  were 
permitted  to  call  in  fuch  abidance  as 
they  thought  molt  proper  and  neceflary. 
In  confequence  of  this  permiffion,  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  who  had  retiied  in  a 
ffio-ht  ciffiud  foon  after  his  return  from 

o  o 

France,  was  lent  for,  and  defired  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  the  office  of  Lord  Prefidcnt  ot 
his  Majeftv’s  Council.  His  Grace  was  a 
man  of  more  weight  and  intereft,  and 
had  been  more  experienced  in  bulinels 
than  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  which,  in  all 
probability,  were  the  reafons  which  led 
the  Minifters  from  their  former  purpofe. 
The  luperior  character  of  the  Duke,  and 
the  great  flrength  he  brought  with  him 
to  the  adminiilration,  gave  it  the  appella- 
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tion  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  Minijhy. 
Lord  Sandwich,  who,  in  the  la  id 
change,  had  been  promoted  to  the  Admi¬ 
ralty  upon  the  interefl:  of  Lord  Hoi.- 
land,  was  now  confidered  as  the  next 
moil  ufeful  man,  and  him  they  refolved 
to  make  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  room 
or  tne  late  Lord  Egremont;  and  Lord 
Eg mont  fupplied  Lord  Sandwich’s 
place  at  the  Admiralty.  When  thefe  ar¬ 
rangements  were  made,  the  adminiftration 
thought  themfelves  ftrong  enough  to  face 
the  Parliament.  But  to  fecure  the  ftability 
of  their  fyftem,  and  give  it  an  air  of  per¬ 
manency  with  the  public,  the  obvious  and 
neceffary  meafure  was  to  get  rid  of  the 
fickle  hand  of  the  Favourite.  Whilft 


that  was  hanging  over  them,  theirfituations 
were  apparently  unfafe  ;  therefore  they 
demanded  his  abfence.  Lie  allured  them 
in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  he  would  not 
interfere  in  any  of  their  departments,  nor 
in  bufmefs  of  any  kind.  Bui  they  di Re¬ 
garded  his  promifes,  having  found  him 
deceitful  ;  and  having  entered  into  a  fepa- 

rate 
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rate  interefi,  by  which  they  had  acquired 
an  independent  ftrength,  they  firmly  in- 
lifted  upon  it.  Public  bufinefs  being  now 
in  a  condition  too  nice  and  critical  to  ha¬ 
zard  throwing  the  State  into  confufion,  he 
was  forced  to  comply ;  and  contented  to 
pafs  his  winter  at  hisneweftatein  Bedford- 
ihire*.  This  maxim  of  banifhing  the 

Favou- 

*  One  cf  his  Friends  has  given  the  following  account 

of  bis  condudl. 

The  E.  of  B.  had  no  hand  in  either  of  the  two 
promotions  juft  now  fpoke  of  ;  for,  upon  the  failure 
of  hLs  fyftem,  he  refolvcd  to  concern  himfclf  no 
more  in  the  affairs  of  adminiftration.  He  faw  it  im- 
poftible  to  mix  in  their  confultations  with  friendly  in- 
tercourfe  ;  a  Minifter  being  at  the  head  of  the  Trea- 
fury  whom  he  had  fo  lately  confentcd  to  difplace  for 
the  fake  of  Mr.  Pitt.  He  (aw  it  to  be  equally  im¬ 
practicable,  if  he  was  willing,  to  offer  fecret  advice 
to  his  Sovereign,  independently  o  f  his  official  Mi- 
nifters  ;  for,  if  they  had  a  fpark  of  dignity,  or  even 
a  grain  of  pride  in  their  compofitions,  they  could 
not  continue  a  day  in  the  K's  fervice,  after  finding 
their  fentiments  in  bufinefs,  or  recommendations  to 
office,  over-ruled,  or  other  mcafures  and  promotions 
obtruded  upon  them,  by  a  perfon  with  whom  they 
had  fo  recently  been  offended.  He  wrote  a  letter, 
therefore,  (not  to  Mr.  Grenville,  or  any  other  of 
tlie  M  ini  iters)  but  to  his  gracious  Sovereign,  humbly 
ftating  the  refolution,  which,  lor  the  K’s  fervice,  as 
well  as  for  his  own  cafe,  he  had  thought  himfcif  ob¬ 
liged  to  take  ;  and  then  to  remove,  it  poifiblc,  all 

^  3  occa- 
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Favouiite,  did  not,  for  a  time,  at  leaft, 
afford  that  idea  of  fecurity  to  the  admi- 
niftration  in  the  opinions  of  others,  which 
it  really  produced.  He  was  known  to  be 


occafions  ofjealoufv,  he  retired  to  his  houfe  in  Bed- 
fordlhire  for  the  whole  enfuing  winter  1763-4. 

Now,  becaufe  it  is  not  my  purpofe  to  drefs  up 
an  artificial  tale,  I  do  aflert  what  I  moff  fincerely  and 
honeftly  believe,  and  think  1  have  folid  grounds  for 
believing,  that,  from  the  period  when  his  plan  mil- 
carried  of  ftrengtbening  Government  by  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  Autumn  1763,  he  hath  been  a 
private  man,  taking  no  fhare  or  part  whatfoever  in 
any  of  the  proceedings  of  Adroiniftration,  or  a6fs  of 
State,  either  by  confultation  with  the  fervants  of  the 
Crown,  or  by  difcourfe  and  fccret  fuggeftion  to  the 
high  Perfonage  who  fo  worthily  wears  ir. 

The  letter  abovementioned  gave  Mr.  Grenville 
no  claim  to  exped  of  the  E.  of  B.  his  retirement 
from  the  concerns  of  State  ;  no  right  to  complain  of 
breach  of  faith,  if  he  Ihould  afterwards  have  ftepped 
forwards  and  been  received  by  the  Crown  into  the 
management  of  affairs,  either  open  or  avowed,  or 
fecret  and  confidential  ;  becaule  that  letter  had  no¬ 
thing  in  it  of  the  nature  of  a  compact  with  Mr. 
Grenville,  or  any  other  perfon:  it  could  not  poflibly 
be  any  part  of  his  inducements  tor  continuing  in  of¬ 
fice,  after  the  flight  he  had  met  with  in  feeing  Mr. 
Pitt  io  much  preferred  before  him  by  the  negociation 
of  September  1763  ;  for  the  letter  was  not  wrote 
'till  he  had  djgefted  that  indignity,  and  agreed  to  flay 

in  the  K - -  "s  fervice  ;  nay,  there  was  a  pafiage  in 

the  letter,  which  exprd'sly  mentioned  Mr.  Grenville's 
determination  to  keep  his  employment,  as  an  event 
that  had  then  adtuaily  taken  place. 

inrnn- 
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inconftant;  the  late  negotiation  manifested 
his  power;  and  it  was  believed,  and  ex¬ 
pected,  he  would  foon  re-appear ;  there¬ 
fore  many  apprehended  that  the  hostility 
now  praCiifed  towards  him,  was  impru¬ 
dent,  and  might  lay  the  foundation  of 
a  total  change  of  Ministers.  In  the  agi¬ 
tation  of  thefe  hopes  and  fears,  which 
were  varioufly  predominant,  the  rotten 
part  of  the  Minority,  who  had  deferted 
from  the  true  friends  of  Liberty,  and  had 
entered  into  thofe  infamous  engagements 
to  fupport  General  Warrants,  and  vote 
away  the  privilege  of  Parliament,  already 
fpoken  of,  now  finding  that  the  flrcngth 
and  popularity  of  the  caufe  had  (book  the 
.Adminiftration,  abandoned  thofe  engage¬ 
ments;  becaufe  they  thought  the  befi:  of 
the  lay  was  on  the  fide  of  the  Oppofition. 
They  believed  there  was  a  profpeft  of 
coming  in  with  their  friends,  whom  they 
had  fo  lately  offered  to  betray,  and  whofe 
patriotic  and  fpirited  conduit  they  now 
confcifed  and  extolled.  They  begged 
pardon  of  thofe  friends,  and  folicired  to  be 
taken  into  favour.  Good  men  are  never 

P  4  mali- 
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malicious  :  they  were  forgiven  ;  and  tho* 
not  quite  clear  of  fufpicion,  that  they 
would  again  defert*  if  there  fhould  be  a 
probability  of  their  getting  into  office,  yet 
it  was  fenfibly  urged,  that  when  a  party  is 
once  formed,  it  mud  have  numbers  to 
give  it  weight,  therefore  thefe  were  better 
than  none;  and  if  they  agreed  to  defend 
and  lupport  Liberty,  with  the  others  who 
really  loved  it,  it  was  not  material  what 
were  their  views.  When  thefe  diffe¬ 
rences,  therefore,  no  longer  fubfifted,  and 
when,  according  to  all  human  probability, 
and  the  fentiments  of  the  beft  and  wifeft 
men  of  both  parties,  the  adminiftration, 
notwithftanding  its  late  repairs,  could  not 
ffand  ’till  the  meeting  of  Parliament, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Yorke  refigned  his  port  of 
Attorney  General.  His  reafons  for  leaving 
the  Court  are  not  of  importance :  perhaps 
he  thought  it  would  be  mod  to  his  advan¬ 
tage  to  refign  early,  in  order  to  have  the 
merit  of  coming  out  a  pure  and  unfpotted 
Whig,  to  join  the  party  of  that  name, 
who  had  twice  changed  their  principles  in 

the 
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the  fpace  of  a  few  months.  Sir  Fletcher 
Norton  was  made  Attorney  General  in 
his  room. 

C  H  A  P.  XVI. 

The  Parliament  meets.  His  Majejlys  mef~ 
Jage  concerning  Mr.  Wilkes.  Remark . 
The  North  Briton  voted  a  Libel.  Mr. 
Wilkes  complains  of  a  breach  of  privilege. 
Complaint  againjl  the  Ej'ay  on  Woman. 
Letters  between  Mr.  Wilkes  and  Mr. 
Martin  :  Duel  between  them.  Both 
Houfes  vote  away  privilege  in  the  cafe  cf 
a  Libel.  Protejl  againjl  it.  Duke  of 
Newcaftle  refufes  to Jign  that  Protejl. 

0 

THE  Adminhlration  having  deter¬ 
mined  to  meet  the  Parliament,  the 
fame  was  called  on  the  1 5  th  of  Nov. 
1763.  All  the  neceliary  information  fuffi- 
cient  to  ground  refolutions,  perhaps  already 
formed,  for  the  condemnation,  and  if  polh- 
ble  the  deftrudion  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  had  by 
this timebecn procured.  Faden ,  thePrintcr 
had  been  extremely  induftrious;  he  badle- 
cured  Curry ,  one  of  Mr.  Wilkes’s  journey 

men. 
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men,  to  become  the  thorough-paced  tool  of 
Government ;  and  Mr.  Webb  had  been 
acquainted  with  the  extraordinary  evi¬ 
dence  this  man  was  ready  to  give.  By 
thefe  two  worthy  gentlemen,  was  one 
of  Mr.  Wilkes’s  fervants  corrupted  to 
betray  his  mailer’s  fecrets,  to  become 
evidence  againil  him  before  the  Par¬ 
liament,  and  the  Courts  of  Juflice,  with 
refpedt  to  printing  both  the  North  Britons 
and  the  Effay  on  Woman.  This  fellow 
was  the  only  pofitive  evidence  that  Go¬ 
vernment  could  bring  againilMr.W  i  lkes. 
And  he  went  through  all  this  dirty  work, 
with  fuch  dexterity  andadroitnefs,  that  he 
feemed  to  have  been  well  prepared  and 
inftrudted,  for  this  infamous  bufinefs'. 
The  day  of  the  meeting  of  Parliament, 
Kidgel ,  Webb,  Fa  Jen,  Hajfal,  and  Curry , 
dined  together  and  held  a  grand  confe¬ 
rence,  at  one  of  the  Taverns  in  Weflmin- 
fler,  in  order,  no  doubt,  to  arrange  and 
fix  their  weighty  affairs. 

As  foon  as  the  feflions  was  opened,  Mr. 

Wilkes  (who  had  been  fome  time  re¬ 
turned  from  Fiance)  offered  to  make  a 

com- 
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complaint  of  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of 
Parliament.  Put  Mr.  Grenville,  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  had  a  melfage 
from  the  King  to  communicate  to  the 
Houfe,  and  it  was  determined  to  hear  that 
firft  :  though  a  complaint  of  a  breach  of 
privilege  generally  takes  place  of  every 
thing  elfe.  But  this  was  not  the  only  in- 
llance  of  the  unexpe&ed  complaifance  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  the  views  of 
the  Crown.  The  melfage  was  to  this 
effeft : 

“  That  his  Majefty  having  received  in¬ 
formation,  that  John  Wilkes,  Efq;  a 
Member  of  that  Iloufe,  was  the  author  of 
a  mold  feditious  and  dangerous  libel,  pub¬ 
lished  Since  the  laid  felfion  of  Parliament, 
he  had  caufed  the  laid  John  Wilkes,  Efq; 
to  be  apprehended  and  fecured,  in  order 
to  his  being  tried  for  the  fame,  by  due 
courfe  of  law;  and  Mr.  Wilkes  having 
been  difcharged  out  of  culdody  by  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  upon  account  of 
his  privilege  as  a  Member  of  that  Houle; 
and  having,  when  called  upon  by  the 
legal  procefsofthe  Court  of  King’s  Bench, 

Hood 
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ilood  out,  and  declined  to  appear  and 
aniwer  to  an  information,  which  had  been 
exhibited  againd  him  by  his  Majedy’s 
Attorney  General,  for  the  fame  offence ; 
in  this  lituation,  his  Majedy  being  dedrous 
to  ihew  all  poffible  attention  to  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  every 
indance  wherein  they  can  be  fuppofed  to 
be  concerned;  and  at  the  fame  time, 
thinking  it  of  the  utmod  importance  not 
to  fuffer  the  public  judice  of  the  kingdom 
to  be  eluded,  had  chofen  to  diredl  the  faid. 
libel,  and  alfo  copies  of  the  examinations, 
upon  which  Mr.  Wilkes  was  appre¬ 
hended  and  fecured,  to  be  laid  before  that 
Houfe  for  their  confideration.” 

[The  reader  will  obferve,  that  thefe 
papers  were,  the  North  Briton,  No.  45, 
of  the  original  publication,  for  which  Mr. 
Wilkes  was  never  profeeuted;  and  the 
informations  of  Kearjly  and  Balfe,  neither 
of  which  were  upon  oath.] 

Had  Charles  the  Fird,  when  he  was  fo 
defirous  of  feizing  the  five  Members  in 
1641,  acted  with  the  fame  policy,  he 
would  moil  effeduallv  have  dedroyed  the 
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Liberties  of  England.  But  Charles  was 
too  precipitate ;  and  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  taking  fire  at  his  violence,  from  that 
moment  refolved  to  refift  him.  The  Mi¬ 
nifies  of  George  the  Third,  feem  to  have 
profited  by  that  imprudence.  The  King 
wants  a  Member  to  be  punifhed  ;  they  do 
not  advife  his  Majefty  to  comehimfelf  and 
feize  him  ■,  but  to  fend  a  mefiage.  The 
Houfe  returned  thanks  for  this  mefiage,  and 
went  d  t  recftly  into  the  consideration  of  the 
paper  :  and  though,  according  to  the  mef¬ 
iage,  the  matter  was  clearly  fubjudicc,  and 
they  had  not  heard  what  their  own  Mem¬ 
ber  had  to  ofter  why  it  was  not  come  to 
an  hearing,  yet  they  reiolved,  by  a  majo- 
rity  of  273  again!!  111,  “  That  the  pa¬ 
per  entituled.  The  North  Briton,  No.  45, 
is  a  falfe,  fcandalous,  and  /editions  libel, 
containing  exprefiions  of  the  mofi  unex¬ 
ampled  infolence  and  contumely  towards 
his  Majcfiy,  the  grofiefi  alperfions  upon 
both  Iloufes  of  Parliament,  and  the  mofi 
audacious  deuance  of  the  authority  of  the 
whole  Legiflature,  and  mofi  manifcftly 
tending  to  alienate  the  affections  of  the 

people 
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people  from  his  Majeftv,  to  withdraw 
them  from  their  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
the  realm,  and  to  excite  them  to  traite- 
rous  infurredions.’’ 

Was  not  this  pre-iudging  the  law,  and 
foreftailing  the  opinion  of  a  Jury  ?  In 
order,  however,  to  compleat  their  (tigma, 
they  ordered  the  paper  to  be  burnt  by  the 
common  hangman.  Then  Mr.  Wilkes- 
was  permitted  to  make  his  complaint  ot  a 
breach  of  privilege,  which  he  did  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Mr.  Speaker, 

“  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  the 
Houfe  a  few  fads,  which  have  occured 
fince  our  laft  meeting,  becaufe,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  (which  1  fhall  always 
fubmit  to  this  Houfe)  the  Rights  of  ail 
the  Commons  of  England,  and  the  Privi¬ 
leges  of  Parliament  have,  in  my  perfon, 
been  highly  violated.  I '(hall,  at  prefent, 
content  myfelf  with  barely  Rating  the 
fads,  and  leave  the  mode  of  proceeding  to 
the  Wifdom  of  the  Houfe. 

“  On  the  30th  of  April,  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  I  was  made  a  prifoner  in  my  own 

houfe, 


boufe,  by  fome  of  the  King’s  MelTengers. 
I  demanded  by  what  authority  they  had 
forced  their  way  into  my  room,  and  was 
lhewn  a  warrant  in  which  no  perfon  was 
named  in  particular,  but  generally  the  Au¬ 
thors,  Printers  and  Publishers  of  a  fedi- 

9 

tious  and  treafonable  paper,  entitled,  TA? 
North  Briton,  No  45.  The  MelTengers 
infilled  on  my  going  before  Lord  Halifax, 
which  I  abfolutley  refufed,  becaufe  the 
warrant  was,  I  thought,  illegal,  and  did 
not  refpedt  me.  I  applied,  by  my  friends, 
to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  for  a  Ha¬ 
beas  Corpus,  which  wasgrantcd,  but  as  the 
proper  office  was  not  then  open,  it  could 
not  immediately  iffiae.  I  was  afterwards 

carried,  by  violence,  before  the  Earls  of 
Egrf.mont  and  Halifax,  whom  I  in¬ 
formed  of  the  orders  given  by  the  Court 

of  Common  Pleas  for  the  Habeas  Corpus  ; 

and  I  enlarged  upon  this  fubjedl  to  Mr. 

Webb,  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treafurv.  I 

J 

was,  however,  hurried  away  to  the  T  ower 
by  another  warrant,  which  declared  me 
the  Author  and  Publiffier  of  a  mod  infa¬ 
mous  and  Editions  libel,  intitled,  7 he 
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North  Briton ,  No.  45.  The  word  trea- 
fonable  was  dropt,  yet  I  was  detained  a 
clofe  prifoner,  and  no  perfon  was  fuffered 
to  come  near  me  for  almoft  three  days,  al¬ 
though  my  Council,  and  feveral  of  my 
friends,  demanded  admittance,  in  order 
to  concert  the  means  of  recovering  my 
Liberty.  My  houfe  was  plundered,  my 
bureaus  broke  open,  by  order  of  two  of 
your  Members,  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr. 
Webb,  and  all  my  papers  carried  away. 
After  fix  days  imprifonment  I  was  dif- 
charged,  by  the  unanimous  judgment  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  “  That  the 
“  Privilege  of  this  Houfe  extended  to  my 
cafe.“  Notwithftanding  this  folem  deci- 
fion  of  one  of  the  King’s  fuperior  Courts  of 
Tuftice,  a  few  days  after,  I  was  ferved  with 
a  fubpcena  upon  an  information  exhibited 
againft  me  in  the  King’s  Bench.  I  loll  no 
time  in  confulting  the  befi:  Books,  aswcll 
as  the  greatefi  living  authorities ;  and  from 
the  truefi:  judgment  I  could  form,  I 
thought  that  the  ferving  me  with  the  fub- 
pcsna  was  another  violation  of  the  Privi¬ 
lege  of  Parliament,  winch  I  will  neither 

O 
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defert  nor  betray,  and  therefore  I  have  not 
yet  entered  an  appearance. 

“  I  now  (land  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Houfc,  fubmitting,  with  the  utmoft  de¬ 
ference,  the  whole  cafe  to  their  juftice  and 
wifdom,  and  beg  leave  to  add,  that,  if, 
after  this  important  buhnefs  has  in  its  full 
extent  been  maturely  weighed,  you  (hall 
be  of  opinion,  that  I  am  entitled  to  Pri¬ 
vilege,  I  (hall  then  be  not  only  ready,  but 
eagerly  defirous,  to  wave  that  privilege, 
and  to  put  myfelf  upon  a  jury  of  my 
country  men/’ 

The  hearing  cf  the  matter  of  this 
complaint  was  put  off. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords  complaint  was 
made  of  the  EiTay  on  W  oman,  which  was 
produced ;  that  is,  as  much  as  the  evi¬ 
dence,  Curry ,  had  ffolcn.  Its  obfeenitv 
and  profanity  were  particularly  execrated 
by  the  Earl  of  S.  and  the  B.  of  G.  com¬ 
plained  of  a  breach  of  Privilege,  his  name 
being  inferted  in  one  of  the  notes. 

Such  was  the  bufinefs  of  the  firft  day’s 
feffion,  with  regard  to  Mr.  Wilkes. 

When  he  heard  of  the  motion  againft  him 
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in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  he  was  thunder- 
ftrudl ;  he  had  not  the  leafc  fufpicion  that 
the  Effay  on  W oman,  in  which  he  thought 
he  had  been  fo  cautious,  was  to  furnifh  a 
new  accufation  againft  him.  Now,  per¬ 
fectly  indifferent  what  he  did,  or  whether 
1  he  lived  or  died,  grown  defperate  bvmif- 
fortunes,  and  knowing  the  malice  of  his 
enemies,  he  came  home  on  Wednefday 
morning  (the  i  6th)  the  houfe  having  fat 
’till  that  time,  and  wrote  the  following 
letter  to  Mr.  Martin,  who  had  infulted 

i 

him  the  preceding  evening. 

Great  George- fireet,  Wednefday,  Nov .  16. 

S  I  R, 

“  You  complained  yefterday  before, 
five  hundred  Gentlemen,  that  you  had 
been  flatbed  in  the  dark  by  the  North  Bri- 
ton,  but  I  have  reafon  to  believe  you  was 
not  fa  much  in  the  dark  as  you  aftedicd, 
and  chofe  to  be.  Was  the  complaint, 
made  before  fo  many  Gentlemen,  on  pur- 
pofe  that  they  might  interpofe  ?  To  cut 
off  every  pretence  of  ignorance  as  to  the 
Author,  I  whifper  in  your  ear,  that  every 
paffage  of  the  North  Briton,  in  which 
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you  have  been  named,  or  even  alluded  to, 
was  written  by 

Your  humble  fervant, 

JOHN  W  ILKE  S.” 

Mr.  MARTIN’S  Anjwer. 

Abingdon-Jlreet ,  Nov.  16,  1703. 

S  I  R, 

“  As  I  faid  in  the  IToufe  of  Commorfs 
yefterday,  that  the  writer  of  the  North 
Briton,  who  had  ftabbed  me  in  the  dark, 
was  a  cowardly,  as  well  as  a  malignant 
and  infamous,  fcoundrel ;  and  your  letter 
of  this  morning’s  date,  acknowledges, 
that  every  paflage  of  the  North  Briton,  in 
which  I  have  been  named,  or  even  al¬ 
luded  to,  was  written  byyourfelf,  I  mud 
take  the  liberty  to  repeat,  that  you  are  a 
malignant  and  infamous  fcoundrel,  and 
that  I  defire  to  give  you  an  opportunity  of 
{hewing  me  whether  the  epithet  of  cow¬ 
ardly  was  rightly  applied  or  not. 

“  I  defire  that  you  may  meet  me  in 
Hyde-Park  immediately,  with  a  brace  of 
piftols,  each  to  determine  our  difference. 

“  I  fnall  go  to  the  Ring  in  Hyde-Park, 
with  my  piftols  fo  concealed  that  nobody 

Q^_2  may 
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may  Tee  them  ;  and  I  will  wait  in  expec¬ 
tation  of  you  one  hour.  As  I  fliall  call 
in  my  way  at  your  houfe  to  deliver  this 
letter,  1  propofe  to  go  from  thence  directly 
to  the  Ring  in  Hyde-park,  from  whence 
we  may  proceed,  if  it  be  neceffary,  to  any 
more  private  place  ;  and  I  mention  that  1 
fhall  wait  an  hour  in  order  to  give  you 
full  time  to  meet  me. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

S  A  M.  M  A  R  T I N.”* 

After 

*  The  c'ircumftances  of  the  duel  related  by  Mr. 
W.  are  as  follow  :  when  the  Gentlemen  met  in 
Hyde  Park,  they  walked  together  for  a  little  while 
to  avoid  feme  company  which  feemed  comin?  up  to 
them.  1  hey  brought  each  a  pair  of  piftols.  When 
they  were  alone,  the  firft  fire  was  from  Mr.  M’s  pif- 
tol.  Mr.  M's  piflol  miffed  Mr.  W.  and  the  pi Aol 
in  Mr.  W's  hand  flafhed  in  the  pan.  I  he  Gentle¬ 
men  then  each  took  one  of  Mr.  W’s  pair  of  pi  Pols  : 
Mr.  W.  miffed,  and  the  ball  of  Mr  M's  pifrol 
lodged  in  Mr.  W’s  belly.  Mr.  W.  bled  immedi¬ 
ately  very  much.  Mr.  M.  then  came  up,  and  defi- 
red  to  give  him  all  the  afli fiance  in  his  power  Mr. 
\V.  replied,  that  Mr.  M.  had  behaved  like  a  man  of 
honour,  that  he  was  killed,  and  i Gibed  on  Mr. 
M’s  making  his  immediate  efcape,  and  no  creature 
fliould  know  from  Mr.  W.  how  the  affair  happened. 
Upon  this  they  parted,  but  Mr.  M.  came  up  again 

in 
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After  a  feries  of  adjournments,  the 
Commons,  on  the  23d  of  November, 

in  two  or  three  minutes  to  Mr.  W.  offering  him  a 

o 

fecond  time  his  afliflance,  hut  Mr.  W.  again  infixed 
on  his  going  off.  Mr.  M.  expreflld  his  concern  tor 
Mr.  VV.  faid  the  thin 2;  was  too  well  known  hv  fevc- 

O  J 

ral  people,  who  came  up  almofl  diredlly,  and  then 
wenta.vav.  Mr.  VV.  was  carried  home,  but  would 
not  tell  any  circumftance  of  the  cafe  ’till  he  found  it 
lo  much  known.  He  only  faid  to  the  burgeon,  6cc. 
that  it  was  an  affair  of  honour. 

The  day  following  Mr.  VV.  imagining  himfelf  in 
the  greateft  danger,  returned  Mr.  M.  his  letter, 
that  no  evidence  might  appear  again  ft  him  ;  and  in¬ 
filled  upon  it  with  his  relations,  that  in  cafe  of  his 
death  no  trouble  fhould  be  given  Mr.  Ad.  for  he  had 
behaved  as  a  man  of  honour. 

Air.  M.  not  at  the  fame  time  returning  Mr.  W’s 
letter,  occasioned  fomebody  to  remark,  u  That  in 
all  probability  it  was  kept  in  order  to  be  made  ufe  of 
as  a  proof  of  Mr.  W.  being  concerned  in  the  North 
Briton.  I  own,  faid  the  remarker,  that  I  cannot 
account  for  this  behaviour  of  Mr.  M.  no  more  than 
I  can  for  his  tamely  bearing  above  eight  months,  the 
abufe  upon  him.  Has  he  been  all  this  time  (Sunda\s 
not  excepted)  pra&ifing  at  a  target  ?  That  report  is 
confirmed  by  ail  his  neighbours  in  the  country.  Vet, 
after  all,  he  did  not  venture  to  fend  to  Mr.  VV.  but 
before  five  hundred  Gentlemen,  ready  to  interpofe, 
feeir.ed  to  intend  to  begin  a  quarrel,  1  fuppofe,  that 
ir  might  end  there.  Mr.  \V.  chofe,  coolly,  to  tak^ 
it  up  the  next  morning,  by  a  private  letter  to  Mr. 
M.  who  infilled  on  piftuls,  without  naming  the 
fword,  though  the  choice  of  weapons  was,  by  the 


la  ws  of  honour,  in  Air.  VV. 
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rcfumed  the  confideration  of  his  Majefty’s 
meflagc,  particularly  the  great  and  im¬ 
portant  point  of  privilege.  They  had 
already  voted  the  North  Briton  a  libel, 
and  now  they  were  refolved  to  vote  away 
privilege  in  the  cafe  of  a  libel,  which 
they  actually  did,  by  a  majority  of  258 
againft  133.  A  conference  was  then  de¬ 
manded  with  the  Lords,  in  order  to  com¬ 
municate  to  them  the  refolutions  of  the 

* 

Commons,  That  the  North  Briton  was  a 


feditious  libel,  That  it  he  burnt,  and  That 
privilege  of  Parliament  does  not  extend  to 
the  writing  and  publishing  feditious  libels, 
and  to  defire  the  concurrence  of  the  Lords ; 


who  thereupon  agreed  with  the  Commons. 
This  was  fuch  a  fur  render  of  the  antient 


rights  of  Parliament,  in  mere  compliment 

O  * 

to  the  views  and  purpofes  of  the  Crown, 
that  the  mod  feniible  and  judicious  people 
without  doors  began  to  be  ferioufly 


a 


larmed,  and  wonder’d  how,  in  God’s 
name,  the  Parliament  could  think  of  de- 
ftroying  their  own  perfonal  fecurity,  to 
put  an  odium  upon  the  Chief  J  nil  ice, 
whole  determination  on  privilege  had 

given 
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o-vien  fuch  universal  fatisfa£liOn,  and  to 

to 

cover,  by  that  furrender,  the  blunders  of 
a  Minifter,  and  the  hitherto  fuppofed 
raid  a  ken  opinions  of  the  King’s  Lawyers. 
But  this  unbounded  complaifance  of  the 
Parliament  feemed  to  have  been  foretold. 


or  rather  pre-determined  by  the  Attorney 
General ;  for  though  his  Majefty  had  de¬ 
clared  in  his  meflage,  that  he  had  flayed 
the  law  proceedings  again  ft  Mr.  Wilkes, 
on  account  of  his  privilege,  yet,  before 
this  point  was  given  up  by  the  Parliament, 
the  Attorney  General  treated  Mr.  Wilices 
as  an  unprivileged  perfon,  by  ferving  him 
with  a  fubpeena.  In  other  times,  it  would 
have  beenconfider’das  a  mod  daring  act  ot 
prefumption  in  any  fervant  of  the  Crown, 


to  anticipate  the  determination  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  but  thefc  times  were  full  ol  lenity 
and  forpivenefs.  Such  an  effort, however, 
not  only  fuperfeded  the  intention  ol  his 


Majefty,  but  conveyed  dilhenour  upon 
the  Parliament;  for  in  May,  his  Majefty 
orders  a  profecution  againft  a  Member  ol 
Parliament,  who  is  ferved  with  a  lubpoena. 


but  thinking  his  privilege  violated  by  it  a 

Q  4  fecond 
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fecond  time,  refufes  to  appear.  His  Ma- 
jefty,  tender  of  privilege,  chufes  that  no 
coercive  procefs  fliould  iffue,  and  is  de- 
firous  of  receiving  the  fenfe  of  ids  Parlia¬ 
ment  upon  the  proceeding  ;  but  before  it 
can  be  taken  (agreeably  to  his  Maiefty’s 
wi flies)  the  Attorney  General  prefumes  to 
renew  a  procefs,  the  propriety  of  which  a 
Houfe  of  Parliament  was  deliberating 
upon.  If  the  fervice  of  the  fubpeena  was 
clearly  legal,  where  was  the  neceffity  of 
applying  to  Parliament  ?  If  his  Majefty 
had  been  advifed  that  doubts  had  been 
entertained,  what  can  be  faid  in  defence  of 
the  Attorney  General,  who  arrogated  to 
himfelf  the  authority  of  fettling  this  great 
point  (whicfi  alone  impeded  the  original 
profecution)  at  the  very  eve  of  a  Parlia¬ 
mentary  decilion,  fo  gracioufly  dellred  by 
his  Majefty.  It  was  a  piece  offtrange 
condudt :  but  the  whole  of  this  bufinefs 
was  of  one  complexion. 

The  oppoficion  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
to  this  furrender  or  privilege,  was  vigo¬ 
rous  and  powerful.  It  was  managed  and 

A  O 

led  by  the  Earl  Temple,  who  lire  wed 

himfelf 
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Kmfelf  to  be  as  zealous  a  defender  of  the 
privileges  of  Parliament,  as  he  had  been 
the  fecurer  of  the  liberties  ol  the  people; 
and  though  out-voted,  yet  he  tranfmitted 
his  opinion  to  poilerity,  in  a  protefl  that 
does  infinite  honour  to  his  judrnnent  and 

O 

fpirit.  The  reader  will  find  it  in  the 
note  And  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  that 

at 

*  A  PROTEST. 

Die  Marti s,  29  Ncvembrisy  1763. 

T  HE  order  of  the  day  for  refuming  the  adjourned 
confideration  of  the  report  of  the  conference  with 
the  Commons  on  Friday  laft  being  read,  the  third 
refolution  of  the  Commons  was  read  as  follows  : 

‘  Pcfolved  by  the  Commons  in  Parliament  ajjembled> 
c  I  hat  privilege  of  Parliament  docs  not  extend  to 
c  the  cafe  of  writing  and  publifh'ng  feditious  libels, 

*  nor  ought  to  be  allowed  to  obftruSt  the  ordinarv 
‘  courfe  of  the  laws,  in  the  fpcedy  and  effectual 
c  profecution  of  fo  heinous  and  dangerous  an  of- 

*  fence/ 

And  it  being  moved  to  agree  with  the  Commons 
in  the  faid  refolution, 

I  he  fame  was  objected  to.  After  lonrr  debate 
th  ereupon, 

'I  he  queftion  was  put,  Whether  to  agree  with 
the  Commons  in  the  faid  refolution  ? 

It  was  relolved  in  the  affirmative. 

DiJJ'entient\ 

BECAUSE  we  cannot  hear  without  the  utmoff 
c  ijccrn  and  affonifhrrumt,  a  do/trine  advanced  now, 

for 


\ 
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at  a  previous  meeting  at  Devonfhire-houfe, 
of  fuch  Lords  as  were  expected  to  fign 

the 


for  the  firft  time  in  this  Koufe,  which  we  appre¬ 
hend  to  be  new,  dangerous,  and  unwarrantable,  viz. 
That  the  perfonal  privilege  of  both  Houles  of  Par¬ 
liament  has  never  held,  and  ought  not  to  hold,  in  the 
cafe  of  any  criminal  profecinion  whatfoever*  by 
which  all  the  records  of  Parliament,  all  hi  {lory,  all 
the  authorities  of  the  graved;  and  fobereft  Judges,  are 
entirely  refeinded  ;  and  the  fundamental  principles  of 
the  conditution,  with  regard  to  the  independence  of 
Parliament,  torn  up  and  buried  under  the  ruins  of 
our  mod:  eflabliihed  rights. 

We  are  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  with  what  view  fuch 
a  facrihce  fhould  be  propofed,  unlefs  to  amplify,  in 
effect,  the  jurildiclion  of  the  inferior,  by  annihilating 
the  ancient  immunities  of  this  fuperior  Court. 

The  very  queddon  itfelf,  propofed  to  us  from  the 
Commons,  and  now  agreed  to  by  the  Lords,  from 
the  letter  and  fpirit  of  it,  contradibls  this  aflertion  ; 
forvvhilh  it  only  narrows  privilege  in  criminal  matters, 
it  eftabliihes  the  principle.  The  law  of  privilege, 
touching  imprisonment  of  the  persons  of  Lords  of 
Parliament,  as  dated  by  the  two  Standing  orders, 
declares  generally,  1  hat  no  Lord  of  Parliament, 
fitting  the  Parliament,  or  within  the  ufual  times  of 
privilege  of  Parliament,  is  to  he  imprifoned  or  re¬ 
strained  without  fentence  or  order  of  the  Ploufe,  un¬ 
lefs  it  be  for  treafon  or  felony,  or  for  refufmg  to  give 
fecurity  for  the  peace,  and  refufal  to  pay  obedience 

to  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus. 

The  firft  of  thefe  orders  was  made  after  long  con¬ 
sideration,  upon  a  difpute  with  the  K  ing,  when  the 
precedents  of  both  Houfes  had  been  fully  infpeded, 

commented  upon,  reported,  and  entered  in  the  jour¬ 
nals, 

*  j 
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the  proteft,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
defired  to  be  excufed  putting  his  name  to 

It, 

nals,  and  after  the  King's  Council  had  beer*  heard. 
It  was  made  in  fober  times,  and  bv  a  Houfe  of  Peers 
not  only  loyal  but  devoted  to  the  Crown;  and  it  was 
made  by  the  unanimous  confent  of  all,  not  one  dif- 
fenting.  Thefe  circumftances  of  folemnity,  delibe¬ 
ration,  and  unanimity,  are  fo  lingular  and  extraor¬ 
dinary,  that  the  like  are  fcarce  to  be  found  in  any 
inftance  among  the  records  of  Parliament. 

When  the  two  cafes  of  furetv  lor  the  Peace  and 
Habeas  Corpus  come  to  be  well  confidered,  it  will  be 
found  that  they  both  breathe  the  fame  fpirit,  and 
grow  out  of  the  fame  principle. 

The  offences  that  call  for  furetyand  Habeas  Corpus, 
are  both  cafes  of  prefent  continuing  violence,  the 
proceedings  in  both  have  the  fame  end,  viz.  to  reprefs 
the  force,  and  to  difarm  the  offender. 

The  proceeding  flops  in  both,  when  that  end  is 
attained  ;  the  offence  is  not  profecuted  nor  punifhed 
in  either  ;  the  neceflity  is  equal  in  both,  and  if  pri¬ 
vilege  was  allowed  in  either,  fo  long  as  the  ncceffity 
lads,  a  Lord  of  Parliament  would  enjoy  a  mightier 
prerogative  than  the  Crown  itfelf  is  entitled  to. 
Laff ly,  they  both  leave  the  profecution  of  all  mifde- 
meanours  dill  under  privilege,  and  do  not  derogate 
from  that  great  fundamental,  that  none  (hull  be  ar- 
reded  in  the  courfe  of  profccuticn  for  any  crime  un¬ 
der  treafon  and  felony. 

Thefe  two  orders  comprife  the  whole  law  of  privi¬ 
lege,  and  are  both  of  them  danding  orders,  and  con- 
fequently  the  fixed  laws  of  the  Houfe,  by  which  we 
are  all  bound  until  they  are  duly  repealed. 

1  he  refolution  of  the  other  Houfe,  now  agreed  to, 
is  a  direct  contradiction  to  the  rule  of  Parliamentary 

privilege. 
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it,  on  account  of  his  friend  Lord  Hard- 

wicke,  who  had  declared  his  opinion 

again  ft 

privilege,  laid  down  in  the  aforefaid  {landing  orders, 
both  in  letter  and  (pint. ,  Before  the  reafons  are  fta- 
ted  it  will  be  proper  to  premife  two  obfervations  : 

Firft,  l  hat  in  all  cafes  where  fecurity  of  the  peace 
may  be  required,  the  Lord  cannot  be  committed 
’till  that  fecurity  is  refufed,  and,  confequendy,  the 
Magiftrate  will  be  guilty  of  a  breach  ot  privilege  if 
he  commits  the  offender  without  demanding;  that  fe- 
curity. 

Secondly,  Although  the  fecurity  fhould  be  refufed, 
yet,  if  the  party  is  committed  generally,  the  Ma- 
giftrate  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege,  becaufe 
the  party  refufing  ought  only  to  be  committed  ’till 
he  has  lound  fureties  ;  whereas,  by  a  general  com¬ 
mitment,  he  is  held  faff,  even  though  he  fhould  crive 
fureties,  and  can  only  be  difcharged  by  giving  bail  for 
his  appearance. 

This  being  premifed,  the  firft  objection  is  to  the 
generality  of  this  refolution,  which,  as  it  is  penn’d, 
denies  the  privilege  to  the  fuppofed  Libeller,  not 
only  where  he  refufes  to  give  fureties,  but  likewife 
throughout  the  whole  profecution,  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  to  the  end  ;  f©  that,  although  he  fhould  lubmit 
to  be  bound,  he  may,  notwithffanding,  be  after¬ 
wards  arrefted,  tried,  convidfed,  and  punifhed,  fit¬ 
ting  the  Parliament,  and  without  leave  of  the 
Houfe,  wherein  the  law  of  privilege  is  fundamentally 
mifunderflood,  by  which  no  commitment  whatfoever 
is  tolerated,  but  that  only  which  is  made  upon  the 
refufal  of  the  fureties,  or  in  the  other  excepted  cafes 
of  treafon  or  felony,  and  the  Habeas  Corpus. 

If  privilege  will  not  hold  throughout  in  the  cafe 
of  a  feditious  libel,  it  muff  be  becaufe  that  offence 

is 


_ 
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again  ft  privilege.  By  this  determination 
(which  the  Lords  came  to  without  callin 


g 


in 


is  fuch  a  breach  of  the  peace,  for  which  fureties  may 
be  demanded  ;  and  if  it  be  fo,  it  will  readily  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  that  the  cafe  comes  within  the  exception, 
4  Provided  always,  that  fureties  have  been  refufed, 
4  and  that  the  party  is  committed  only  till  he  fhali 
4  give  fureties/ 

Put  firft,  this  offence  is  not  a  breach  of  the  neare  ; 
it  does  not  fall  within  any  difinition  of  a  breach  of 
the  peace,  given  by  any  of  the  good  writers  upon 
tha,.  lubjecl  ;  all  which  breaches,  from  menace  to 
actual  wounding,  either  alone,  or  with  a  multitude, 
are  deferibed  to  be  acts  of  violence  awra;nft  the  per- 
fon,  goods,  or  po/TefTions,  putting  the  fubject  in  fear 
by  blows,  threats,  or  geftures.  Nor  is  this  cafe  of 
the  Libeller  ever  enumerated  in  any  of  thefe  writers 
among  the  breaches  of  peace  ;  on  the  contrarv,  it  is 
always  dele  n  bed  as  an  act  ten  ding  to  excite,  provoke, 
or  produce  breaches  of  the  peace  ;  and  although 

^  .  O  A  A  I  V  /*  1 
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.Secretary  of  State  may  be  pieafed  to  add  the  enflaming 
epithets  of  trealonable,  traiterous,  or  feditious,  to  ” 


a 


particular  paper,  yet  no  words  are  ftrono-  enough  to 
alter  the  nature  of  things.  To  fay  then”  that  a  li¬ 
bel,  poffibly  produftive  of  fuch  a  confequence,  is 
the  very  confequence  fo  produced,  is,  in  other 

words,  to  declare,  that  the  caufc  and  the  effect  are 
the  fame  thing. 

Secondly,  But  if  a  libel  could  poflibly,  by  any 
ahule  of  1  mguage,  or  has  any  where  been  called  in¬ 
advertently  a  breach  of  the  peace,  there  is  not  the 
lealt  colour  to  (ay,  that  the  Libeller  can  be  bound  to 
Rlvc  fureties  for  the  peace,  for  the  following  reafons  • 
Becaufe  none  can  be  fo  bound  unlefs  he  he  taken  in 
tne  actual  commitment  of  a  breach  of  the  peace, 

firikimr 
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in  the  advice  of  the  Judges)  the  Members 
of  both  houfes  lie  at  the  mercy  of  the 

King’s 


linking  or  putting  fotrie  one  or  more  of  his  Majefty’ 
fubjedfs  in  fear  : 

Recaufe  there  is  no  authority,  or  even  ambiguous 
hint  in  any  law-book,  th.it  he  may  be  fo  bound  : 

Becaufe  no  Libeller,  in  fadt,  was  ever  fo  bound  : 

Becaufe  no  Crown  Lawyer,  in  the  moft  defpoti 
times,  ever  infilled  he  fhould  be  fo  bound,  even  i: 
days  when  the  prefs  fwarmedwith  the  moft  invenomei 
and  virulent  libels,  and  when  the  profecutions  rage 
with  fuch  uncommon  fury  againft  this  fpecies  c 
offenders  ;  when  the  law  of  libels  was  ranfacked  ever 
term  ;  when  Iofs  of  ears,  perpetual  imprifonmeni 
baniffiment,  and  fines  of  ten  and  twenty  thoufan 
pounds,  were  the  common  judgments  in  the  Star 
chamber,  and  when  the  Crown  had  affirmed  an  un 
controulable  authority  over  the  prefs. 

Thirdly,  This  refolution  does  not  only  infringe  th 
privilege  of  Parliament,  but  points  to  the  reftraint  < 
the  perfonal  Liberty  of  every  common  fuhjedf  in  thel 
realms,  feeing  that  it  does,  in  effect,  affirm,  that  a 
men,  without  exception,  may  be  bound  to  the  peac 
for  this  offence. 

By  this  dodlrine  every  man’s  Liberty,  privilege 
as  well  as  unprivileged,  is  furrendered  into  the  hanc 
of  a  Secretary  of  State  :  he  is,  by  this  means,  cm 
powered,  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  pronounce  the  p; 
per  to  be  a  feditious  libel,  a  matter  of  fuch  difficult) 
that  fome  have  pretended,  it  is  too  high  to  be  entruftc 
to  a  Special  Jury,  of  the  firft  rank  and  condition 
he  is  to  underftand  and  decide  by  himfelf  the  meanin 
of  every  inuendo  ;  he  is  to  determine  the  tendenc 
thereof,  and  brand  it  with  his  own  epithets ;  he 
to  adjudge  the  party  guilty,  and  make  him  author  c 


King’s  Attorney  General,  who  may,  on 
the  fuggeft ion  of  any  of  them  being  Li¬ 
bellers, 

publifher  as  he  fees  good  ;  and,  laftly,  he  is  to  give 
fentence  by  committing  the  party. — All  thefe  autho¬ 
rities  are  given  to  one  lingle  Magiftrate,  unafTifted  by 
Council,  Evidence,  or  Jury,  in  a  cafe  where  the 
law  fays,  no  action  will  lie  againft  him,  becaufe  he 
a£ts  in  the  capacity  of  a  Judge. 

From  what  has  been  oblerved,  it  appears  to  us, 
that  the  exception  of  a  feditious  libel  from  privilege, 
is  neither  founded  on  ufage  or  written  precedents, 
and  therefore  this  resolution  is  of  the  firft  impreflion; 
nay,  it  is  not  only  a  new  law,  narrowing  the  known 
and  ancient  rule,  but  it  is  likcwife  a  law  ex  pnjl  fatlo^ 
pendente  llte ,  et  ex  parte  now  fir  ft  declared  to  meet 
with  the  circumftances  of  a  particular  cafe  ;  and  it 
muff  be  farther  confidered,  that  this  Houfe  is  thus 
called  upon  to  give  a  fan&ion  to  the  determinations 
of  the  other,  who  have  not  condescended  to  confer 
with  us  upon  this  point,  ’till  they  had  pre -judged  it 
themfelves. 

This  method  of  relaxing  the  rule  of  privilege,  cafe 
by  cafe,  is  pregnant  with  this  farther  inconvenience, 
that  it  renders  the  rule  precarious  and  uncertain. 
Whocan  foretel  where  the  Houfe  will  flop,  when  they 
have,  by  one  infringement  of  their  own  Handing  or¬ 
ders,  made  a  precedent,  whereon  future  infringe¬ 
ments  may,  with  equal  reafon,  he  founded  ?  How 
fhall  the  fubject  be  able  to  proceed,  with  lafety,  in 
this  perilous  bufmefs  ?  flow  can  the  Judges  decide 
on  thefe  or  the  like  queftions,  if  privilege  is  no  lon¬ 
ger  to  be  found  in  records  and  journals,  and  {landing 
orders  ?  Upon  any  occafion  privilege  may  be  enlarged, 
and  no  court  will  venture,  for  the  future,  without 
trembling,  either  to  recognize,  or  to  deny  it. 

We 
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bellers,  imprifon  their  perfons,  merely  for 
the  fake  of  preventing  their  attending  any 

parti- 

We  manifeftly  fee  this  effeCt  of  excluding,  by  a 
general  refolution,  one  bailable  offence  from  privilege 
to-day,  that  it  will  be  a  precedent  for  doing  fo  by  ano¬ 
ther,  upon  fome  future  occafion,  hill,  inftead  of 
privilege  holding  in  every  cafe  not  excepted,  it  will, 
at  laff,  come  to  hold  in  none  but  fuch  as  are  exprefly 
faved. 

When  the  cafe  of  the  habeas  corpus  is  relied  upon, 
as  a  precedent  to  enforce  the  declaration,  the  argu¬ 
ment  only  {hews,  that  the  mifehief  afore-mentioned 
has  taken  place  already,  flnee  one  alteration,  tho’  a 
very  juft  one,  not  at  all  applicable  to  the  prefent 
queftion,  is  produced  to  juflify  another  that  is  unwar¬ 
rantable. 

But  it  is  ftrongly  objected,  that  if  privilege  be 
allowed  in  this  cafe,  a  Lord  of  Parliament  might 
endanger  the  conftitution,  by  a  continual  attack  of 
flicceffive  libels  ;  and  if  luch  a  perfon  fhould  be  i of¬ 
fered  to  efcape,  under  the  fhelter  of  privilege,  with 
perpetual  impunity,  all  government  would  be  over¬ 
turned,  and  therefore  it  is  expedient  to  allow  the  pri¬ 
vilege  now,  when  the  time  of  privilege,  by  proroga¬ 
tions,  is  continued  for  ever,  without  an  interval. 

This  objection  (hall  be  anfwered  in  two  ways, 
jfh  If  inexpediency  is  to  deftroy  perfonal  privilege  in 
this  cafe  of  a  feditious  libel,  it  is  at  leafl  as  inexpedient, 
that  other  great  mit'derneanors  fhould  hand  under  the 
like  protection  ot  privilege  ;  neither  is  it  expedient 
that  the  fmaller  offences  fhould  be  exempt  from  pro  lo¬ 
cution  in  the  perfon  of  a  Lord  of  Parliament ;  fo  that 
if  this  argument  of  inexpediency  is  to  prevail,  it  muff 
prevail  throughout,  and  fubvert  the  whole  law  of 
privilege  in  criminal  matters,  in  winch  method  ot 
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particular  vote  or  debate.  Doubtlefs, 
neither  of  the  Houfes  conceived,  by  fur- 

ren- 


reafoning  there  is  this  fault,  that  the  argument  proves 
t#o  much. 

If  this  inconvenience  be  indeed  grievous,  the  fault 
is  not  in  the  law  of  privilege,  but  in  the  chance  of 
times,  and  in  the  management  ol  prorogations  by  the 
fervants  of  the  Crown,  which  aie  fo  contrived,  as  not 
to  leave  an  hour  open  for  judice.  Let  the  objection, 
neverthelefs,  be  allowed  in  its  utmod  extent,  and 
then  compare  the  inexpediency  of  not  immediately 
profecuting  on  one  fide,  with  the  inexpediency  of 
Gripping  the  Parliament  of  all  prote&ion  from  privilege 
on  the  other.  Unhappy  as  the  option  is,  the  public 
would  rather  wifh  to  fee  the  profecution  lor  crimes 
fufpend  e  d ,  than  the  Parliament  totally  unprivileged, 
although,  notwithftanding  this  pretended  inconve¬ 
nience  is  fo  warmly  magnified  on  the  prefent  occafion, 
we  are  not  apprized  that  any  fuch  inconvenience  has 
been  felt,  though  the  privilege  has  been  enjoyed  time 
immemorial. 

But  the  fecond  and  bed  anfwcr,  becaufc  it  removes 
all  pretence  of  grievance,  is  this,  that  this  Houfe, 
upon  complaint  made,  has  the  power  (which  it  will 
exert  in  favour  of  judice)  to  deliver  up  the  offender 
to  profecution. 

It  is  a  difhonourable  and  an  undeferved  imputation 
upon  the  Lords,  to  fuppofe,  even  in  argument,  that 
they  will  nourifh  an  impious  criminal  in  their  bo- 
foms,  againd  the  call  of  offended  juftice,  and  the  de¬ 
mand  of  their  country 

It  L  true,  however,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  Iloufe 
will  always  fee  (as  every  Magidrate  ought,  that  does 
not  betray  his  trud)  that  their  Member  is  properly 
difeharged  ;  but  when  that  ground  is  once  laid,  they 

K  would 
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rendering  this  fuppofed  privilege,  they 

thereby 


would  be  afhamed  to  protect  the  offender  one  mo 
ment :  furely  this  trult  (which  has  never  yet  becnj 
abufed)  is  not  too  great  to  be  repofed  in  the  high 
Court  of  Parliament ;  while  k  is  lodged  there,  the 
public  juffice  is  in  fafe  hands,  and  the  privilege  un¬ 
touched  ;  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  if,  for  the  fake 
of  coming  at  the  criminal  at  once,  without  this  appli¬ 
cation  to  the  Ho ufe,  perfonal  privilege  is  taken  away,, 
not  ©nly  the  offender,  but  the  whole  Parliament  at 
the  fame  time,  is  delivered  up  to  the  Crown. 

It  is  not  to  be  conceived,  that  our  anceffors,  whert 
they  framed  the  law  of  privilege,  would  have  left  the 
cafe  of  a  feditious  libel  (as  it  is  called)  the  only  un¬ 
privileged  mifdemeanor.  Whatever  elfe  they  had 
given  up  to  the  Crown,  they  would  have  guarded 
the  cafe  of  fuppofed  libels,  above  all  others  with* 
privilege,  as  being  mod  likely  to  be  abufed  by  out¬ 
rageous  and  vindictive  profecutions. 

But  this  great  privilege  had  a  much  deeper  reach,, 
k  was  wifely  planned,  and  hath  hitherto,  thro’  all1 
times*  been  refohitely  maintained. 

It  was  not  made  to  fereen  criminals,  but  to  pre¬ 
fer  ve  the  very  being  and  life  of  Parliament  ;  for 
when  our  anceffors  confidered,  that  the  law  had 
lodged  the  great  powers  of  arreff,  indictment,  and 
information,  in  the  Crown,  they  faw  the  Parliament 
would  be  undoney  if,  during  the  time  of  privilege, 
the  royal  procefs  fbould  be  admitted  in  any  mifde¬ 
meanor  whatfoever  ;  therefore  they  excepted  none. 
Where  the  abufe  of  power  would  be  fatal,  the  power 
ought  never  to  be  given  ;  bee  a  ufe  redrefs  comes  too 
late. 

A  Parliament,  under  perpetual  terror  of  impri- 
fonment*  can  neither  be  free,  nor  bold,  nor  honeff  ; 

and 
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thereby  broke  in  upon  the  rights  of  the 
people  of  England,  in  thus  fubjedting 

their 


and  if  this  privilege  was  once  removed,  the  mod  im¬ 
portant  queftion  might  be  irrecoverably  loft,  or,  car¬ 
ried  by  a  fudden  eruption  of  Meflengers,  let  loolc 
againft  the  Members  half  an  hour  before  the  debate. 

Laftly,  as  it  has  already  been  obferved,  the  cafe 
of  fuppofed  libels  is,  of  all  others,  the  mod  dange¬ 
rous  and  alarming  to  be  left  open  to  profecution  du¬ 
ring  the  time  of  privilege. 

If  the  feverity  of  the  law,  touching  libels,  as  it 
hath  fometimes  been  laid  down,  be  duly  weighed,  it 
mu  ft  ftrike  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  with  terror 
and  difmay. 

The  repetition  of  a  libel,  the  delivery  of  it  un¬ 
read  to  another,  is  Paid  to  be  a  publication  :  Nay, 
the  bare  pofi'eftion  of  it  has  been  deemed  criminal, 
unlefs  it  is  immediately  deftroved  or  carried  to  a  Ma- 
giftrate. 

Every  Lord  of  Parliament  then,  who  hath  done 
this,  who  is  fulfly  accufed,  nay,  who  is,  tho’  without 
any  information,  named  in  the  Secretary  of  State’s 
warrant,  has  loft  his  privilege  by  this  resolution,  and 
lies  at  the  mercy  of  that  enemy  to  Learning  and  Li¬ 
berty,  the  Meflcnger  of  the  Prefs. 

For  thefe,  and  many  other  forcible  reafons,  we 
hold  it  highly  unbecoming  the  dignity,  gravity,  and 
wifdom,  ol  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  as  well  as  their 
juftice,  thus  judicially  to  explain  away  and  diminifh 
the  privilege  of  their  perfons,  founded  in  the  wifdom 
of  ages,  declared  with  precilion  in  our  (landing  or¬ 
ders,  fo  repeatedly  confirmed,  and  hitherto  prefvrved 
inviolable  by  the  fpirit  of  our  anceftor?,  called  to  it 
•niy  by  the  other  Houfe,  cn  a  particular  occaiion, 

R  2  %  and 
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their  Reprcfentatives  to  the  poffibility  of 
fuch  reftraints. 


2nd  to  fcrve  a  particular  purpofe,  ex  poft  fadto,  ex 
parte,  et  pendente  life,  in  the  Courts  below. 


T  emple, 

Bolton, 

Grafton , 

Cornwallis, 

Portland, 

Briflol, 


Devonfhire, 

Scarborough, 

Dacre, 

Abergravenny, 
Fred.  Litcb.  Cov, 
Alhburnham, 


Fortefcue, 

Grantham, 

Walpole, 

Ponfonby, 

Folkeftone. 


CHAP- 


CHAP  XVII. 


Continuation  of  the  proceedings  againfl  Mr. 
Wilkes.  He  retires  to  France.  Cards 
between  him  and  Mr.  Martin,  at  Paris. 
Account  of  the  Witneffes  againfl  him. 
Voted  the  Author  of  the  North-Briton, 
and  expelled.  Remarks.  The  informa¬ 
tion  againfl  him  altered  by  the  order  of 
Lord  Mansfield.  Letters  Jent  to  his 
fury.  Found  guilty,  and  outlawed. 

JN  the  prog  refs  of  the  three  relolutions 
.  which  Parliament  had  come  to,  the 
Adminiftration  repeatedly  declared,  that 
Mr.  Wilkes  was  not  in  the  predicament 
of  a  charged  man  ;  that  thefc  proceedings 
affedted  him  no  more  than  anv  other 
Member;  and  that  nothin:- which  imme- 

O 

diately  concerned  him  fhould  be  agitated 
in  his  abfence.  Yet,  notwithftanding 
every  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
knew  he  was  confined  to  his  bed  by  his 
wound,  on  the  firft  of  December  notice 
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was  taken,  that  in  the  examination  of 
Kearjly-and  Balfe,  laid  before  the  Houfe 
(which  were  difclaimed,  even  as  a  fpecies 
of  evidence,  before  they  were  read)  Mr. 
Wilkes  is  mentioned,  as  having  been 
concerned  in  the  writing  and  publifhing 
the  North  Briton  ;  and  the  Houfe  being 
informed  that  there  was  evidence  ready  to 
be  produced  at  the  bar,  charging  Mr. 
Wilkes  with  being  the  Author  and  Pub- 
lifher  of  that  paper,  it  was  ordered  that 
Mr.  Wilkes  fhould  attend  the  Houfe  on 
the  8th  day  of  that  month,  to  anfwer  that 
charge.  This  was  not  only  a  manifeft 
breach  of  a  public  promife,  and  a  grofs 
deviation  from  all  candour ;  but  charging 
Mr.  Wilkes  with  being  the  Publifher, 
was  an  innovation  that  exceeded  the  limits 
of  the  King’s  mefiage,  which  feemed  to 
have  been  fairly  and  mold  fully  anfwered 
by  the  determination  of  privilege.  On 
the  7th  Mr.  Wilkes’s  Phylician  and  Sur¬ 
geon  attended  the  Houfe,  with  an  account 
of  h  is  ill  fhue  of  health ;  upon  which  a 
further  day  was  appointed  for  his  atten¬ 
dance  1  and  it  then  appearing  that  Mr. 

W I L  K  E  S 
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Wilkes  was  Fill  unable  to  attend  the 
Houfe,  the  1 9th  of  January,  1764,  was 
appointed.  And  his  complaint  of  a  breach 
•of  privilege,  which  had,  from  time  to 
time,  been  adjourned,  was  ordered  to  be 
heard  on  the  fame  day ;  when  it  fell  of 
■courfe.  But  before  that  time  Mr.  Wilkes 
withdrew  to  France.  The  principle  of 
tins  retreat  was  obvioufly  fear  ;  and  indeed 
there  feems  to  have  been  caufe  fufficient 
to  frighten  a  more  intrepid  perfon.  There 
was  a  profccution  againft  him  in  the 
King’s  Bench  for  the  North  Briton,  and 
another  for  the  EfTay  on  Woman;  for 
neither  of  which  he  could  expedt  mercy, 
if  a  Jury  found  him  guilty.  There  were 
hefides,  the  vengeance  of  the  Lords,  and 
the  whole  weight  of  the  Crown  :  anyone 
of  which  was  enough  to  crufh  an  ordinary 
man.  He  had  likewife  the  misfortune  to 
be  pre-judged  ;  both  papers  having  been 
voted  libels  by  the  Parliament,  before  the 
ienfe  pf  a  Jury  had  been  taken  :  fo  that 
he  was  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  flay¬ 
ing  and  becoming  a  martyr,  or  with¬ 
in  4  drawing 
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l  drawing  till  the  malice  of  his  enemies  was 
abated.  He  wifely  chofe  the  latter. 

Upon  Mr.  Wilkes’s  arrival  at  Paris, 
he  was  complimented  by  Mr.  Martin 
(who  had  fled  thither  in  confequence  of 
their  late  duel)  with  the  following  card  : 


UVm 


,  Dec.  30,  1763. 

“  Mr.  Martin  prefents  his  compli¬ 
ments  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  defires  to 
knowhowhe  does,  flattering  himfelf,  from 
Mr.  W’s  performance  of  fo  long  a  jour¬ 
ney,  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  that  his 
health  is  perfectly  re-eftablifh'd. 

“  Mr.  M.  cannot  help  taking  this  op¬ 
portunity  to  affure  Mr.  Wilkes,  that  he 
had  defired  Mr.  Bradshaw  to  deliver  up 
Mr.  W’s  note,  written  to  Mr.  M.  on  the 
3  6 l h  Nov .  as  it  occurred  to  the  latter 
that  any  imaginable  ufe  might  be  made 
of  it  to  Mr.  W’s  prejudice,  and  before 
Mr.  M.  had  heard  from  Mr.  Bradshaw 
that  it  was  actually  given  up. 

“  Mr.  M.  returns  his  thanks  to  Mr.  W. 
for  his  attention  to  Mr.  M's  fafety,  by 
giving  the  early  notice  he  did  to  Mr, 


Brad 
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Bradshaw,  of  his  apprehending  himfelf 
to  be  in  danger. 

“  It  is  impoffible  for  Mr.  M.  to  think 
of  taking  part  in  any  affair  of  Mr.  W’s 
that  he  may  find  depending  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  at  his  arrival  in  England. 
He  propolis  to  let  oft'  from  hence  on 
his  return  home  on  Monday  next,  but 
believes  he  lhall  not  fet  foot  in  London 
till  thole  affairs  are  determined,  to  avoid 
even  a  colour  of  fufpicion  that  he  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  appearing  againft  Mr.  W.  after 
what  hath  lb  recently  happened.” 


To  which  Mr.  Wilkes  returned  the 
following'  anlwer: 


Hotel de  Saxe,  Dec.  30. 

Friday. 

“  Mr.  Wilkes’s  compliments  to  Mr. 
Martin,  and  is  much  oblig’d  by  the 
favour  of  his  note.  Mr.  W.  is  going  to 
pay  his  rclpcds  to  Lord  Hertford,  and 
if  Mr.  Martin  is  difengag’d,  will  after- 
wards  wait  upon  him  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  at  the  Hotel  de  Luvncsd' 
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They  met  at  the  Hotel  de  Luynes •  and 
Mr.  Martin,  upon  his  return  to  Eng¬ 
land,  kept  his  promire,  in  not  attending 
the  Parliament. 

On  the  19th  of  January,  when  the 
order  of  the  day  was  read  for  Mr. 
Wilkes’s  attending  in  his  place  to  an- 
fwer  the  charge  ready  to  be  produced 
agaii.ft  him,  the  Speaker  acquainted  the 
Houfe  that  he  had  received  a  letter,  and  a 
paper  inclofed,  from  Mr.  Wilkes  (which 
the  leader  will  find  in  the  note^T)  relatin0" 

to 


Pans,  Hotel  de  Saxe,  Jan.  11.  1764. 

cc  Sir, 

tc  I  cannot  exprefs  the  concern  I  am  under,  from 
the  impofTibility  I  now  find  of  attending  my  duty  in 
Parliament  on  the  19th  of  this  month  :  I  have  fuf- 
fered  very  much  from  the  tour  I  made  here  in  the 
.holidays  to  fee  my  daughter:  my  wound  is  again  be¬ 
come  extremely  painful,  the  parts  are  very  much 
inflamed,  and  a  tever  attends  it.  I  inclofe  a  certifi¬ 
cate  or  one  of  the  King’s  Phyficians,  and  a  Surgeon  of 
the  army,  gentlemen  of  eminence  in  their  profcflion, 
whi)  think  it  abfolutely  neceffary  for  me  to  flay  fome 
time  longer  at  Paris.  I  refer  to  the  certificate  itfelf 
for  the  particulars. 

i<‘  f  he  impatience  I  feel  to  juflify  myfelf  to  the 
Houfe,  from  the  groundlefs  and  cruel  attacks  upon 
me,  and  the  zeal  i  hope  ever  to  retain  for  the  vindi¬ 
cation  of  the  lacred  rights  of  the  Commons  of  Great 

Britain, 
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to  the  ftate  of  Mr.  Wilkes’s  health,  and 
to  the  impoillbility  of  his  being  able  to 


attend  the  Houfe  on  that  day.  A  mo¬ 
tion  was  then  made  to  adjourn  the  confi- 
deraticn  of  the  order  of  the  day,  but  it 
was  carried  in  the  negative,  by  a  majority 
of  .239  againft  102.  Upon  which  the 
Houle  reiolved,  that  Mr.  Wilkes,  by 
withdrawing  himfelf,  was  guilty  of  a 
contempt  of  the  authority  of  that  Houfe, 


Britain,  and  the  privileges  of  Parliament,  both  of 
which  have  been  grofsly  violated  in  my  perfon,  had 
determined  me  to  fet  out  for  England  on  Friday  next, 
but  I  now  find  myfelf  incapable  of  performing  the 
journey.  I  am  therefore,  Sir,  under  the  ncceftity  of 
jntreating  you  to  fubmit  my  cafe  to  the  Houfe,  and  £ 
doubt  not,  from  their  juftice,  a  more  diftant  day  will 
be  appointed,  when  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  attend 
the  difeufiion  of  points  very  important  in  themfelvcs, 
and  in  which  I  am  very  materially  concerned. 

“  I  would  not,  Sir,  implore  this  of  the  Houfe, 
if  f  thought  the  delay  could  be  attended  with  any 
poflible  inconvenience  to  the  public  ;  and  I  beg 
to  obferve,  that  I  feized  the  fir  ft  moment,  which  the 
refolutians  of  Parliament  gave  me,  to  enter  my  ap¬ 
pearance  to  the  informations  filed  againft  me  in  the 
King’s  Bench.  1  am,  with  due  refpett  and  regard. 


Right  Ho  nourabJe 
Sir  John  Cuft. 


Sir,  your  molt  obedient  humble  fervant, 

JOHN  WILKES 
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and,  therefore,  they  would  proceed  to 
hear  the  evidence  again  ft  him.  The  reader 
will  ohferve,  that,  from  the  ftate  of  the 
proceedings  hitherto  related,  it  is  evident, 
that  the  complaint  againft  Mr.  Wilkes 
was  confined  to  the  original  publication  of 
the  North  Briton ;  that  is  “  the  printed 
paper”  fo  often  alluded  to  in  the  refolu- 
tions  upon  the  journals ;  the  writing  of 
which  is  the  avowed  and  only  object  of  the 


€<  Nous  fouflignes  medecin  confultant  du  Roi,  ci 
Levant  medecin  en  chef  dcs  ics  armees  en  AHema-gne 
et  en  lifpagne,  et  nous  chirurgien  confultant  ties 
armees,  et  chirurgien  major  du  regiment  des  Gardes 
Francoifs,  certifions  que  Monfieur  Jean  Wilkes  eft 
dans  un  etat  que  ne  lui  permet  point,  tant  par  raport 
a  fa  blelTure  qui  n’eft  pas  encore  entierement  cicatriiee, 
que  par  raport  a  la  fi  ore  qui  lui  eft  turvenue  d’entre- 
prendre  la  rout  de  Paris  a  Londres  ;  qu’il  feroit  a 
craindre.  un  Pinflammanon  et  le  bourfoufflement 


confiderable  arrives  depuis  peu  de  jours,  qu'ii  fe 
format  tine  hernie  a  la  quelle,  il  no  feroit  point  pof- 
bble  de  remedier,  que  pour  prevenir  cct  accident, 
dont  i!  ci\  menace  et  que  movement  violent,  tel  que 
celui  d’une  chaife  de  pofte,  et  I’agitation  de  la  mer  ne 
man querotent  pas  de  determiner,  il  eti  abfolument 
jndifpen  fable  qu’il  refte  encore  quelquc  terns  a  Paris. 
En  foi  de  quoi  nous  lui  avons  dclivre  le  prefent  cer¬ 
tificate.  A  laris,  ii  Janvier  1764* 

Ninn-in. 

fi)  h'  F  O  U  ARE. 

King’s 


King’s  mefiage.  The  examinations  of 
Kearfly  and  Balfe,  have  relation  to  only 
that  paper  ■,  confequently,  Mr.  Wilkes 
could  be  charged  with  only  that  publica¬ 
tion.  But  the  Houfe  ordered  one  and 
twenty  witneifes  to  attend,  mod  of  whom 
could  only  prove  the  re-  publication  ;  that 
is,  the  printing  the  North  Britons  in  vo¬ 
lumes  ;  which  was  not  befor  l,»  Houfe. 
The  names  of' the  witnelfes  were, 

William  folmflone,  boo kfel  I  er ;  he  could 
only  prove  lome  trivial  intercourfe  with 
Mr.  Wilkes,  relative  to  the  No.th  Bri¬ 
ton  in  its  infantine  (bate. 

Richard  Balfe ,  and  Georye  Rear  fly  (the 
original  Printer  and  Publifher  of  the  North 
Briton,  Number  45)  were  not  examined, 
informations  being  filed  againlb  both  in 
the  King’s  Bench.  Upon  the  trial  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  Wilkes  and  Mr.  Wood,  they 
were  excufed  giving  any  tedimony,  led 
fuch  evidence  might  tend  to  their  own 
condemnation.  But  the  letters,  and  other 
papers,  feized  at  Rear  fly's,  were  read. 

Andrew  Miliar,  Bookfellcr,  and  Thomas 
Cadell,  his  apprentice,  could  only  prove  Mr. 

Wilkes 
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Wilkes  having  offered  to  treatwith  Mr. 
Millar  about  publifhingthe  firfl  Number 
of  the  North  Briton,  which  he  declined. 

Charles  Shaw  ( Balfe’s  apprentice)  could 
only  prove  the  printing  of  the  North  Bri¬ 
ton,  Number  43,  but  he  knew  not  where 
the  proof  fheet  went. 

Jlnne  Balfe  was  not  obliged  to  give  evi¬ 
dence  againfl  her  hufband. 

‘Jonathan  Scott  could  only  prove  Mr. 
Wil  kes’s  hand  writing. 

William  Richard/on ,  Printer,  could  only 
prove  the  publication  of  the  firfl  twenty 
five  numbers. 

All  the  other  witneffes  (who  were  the 
Printers  that  had  worked  in  Mr.  Wilkes’s 
houfe)  could  fpeak  only  to  the  re-publica¬ 
tion  -y  and  all  of  them,  except  Curry,  were 
extremely  unwilling  even  to  do  that. 

Curry  then  was  the  grand  and  only  evi¬ 
dence  upon  which  the  Houfe  was  to  de¬ 
termine  the  authorfhip  of  Mr.  Wilkes. 
This  man  did  not  even  know  Mr.  W ilkes 
until  fome  months  after  the  forty- fith 
number  of  the  North  Briton  had  been 
publifhed.  He  could  only  fay,  that  being 

a 
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a  workman  in  Mr.  Wilkes’s  houfe, 
he  was  one  of  thofe  who  re-printed  all 
the  North  Brijons  in  volumes  for  Mr. 
Wilkes,  and  by  that  gentleman’s  order. 
He  could  fay  nothing  but  what  related  to 
the  republication,  or  rather  the  reprinting , 
of  thofe  papers.  And  as  to  the  Effay  on 
Woman,  he  acknowledged,  that  he  had 
received  money  for  furnifhing  a  copy 
of  that,  which  he  had  taken  out  of 
Mr.  Wilkes’s  houfe.  After  feveral  mo¬ 
tions  for  adjourning,  all  of  which  were 
earned  in  the  negative,  the  Ilou/e,  at 

length,  refolved,  without  a  divifion,  or 
any  other  evidence,  that  Mr.  Wilkes  was 

guilty  of  writing  and  publiihing  theNorth 
Briton  ;  and  then  they  immediately  expel¬ 
led  him  ;  which  was  alfo  carried  without 
a  divifion.  To  people,  without  doors, 
thele  proceedings  appeared  unaccountably 
ftrange  and  precipitate.  Mr.  Wilkes 
had  been  ferved  with  a  fubpoena,  and  he 
had  entered  his  appearance  to  the  profe- 
cutions  againfthim  in  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  where  the  matter  tnuft ,  if  the 
Attorney  General  pleafed,  be  determined 


within 


(  2^4  ) 

within  a  month  at  fartheft.  What  need 
was  there  then  of  this  pre -judging  his 
caufe,  and  pre- determining  his  guilt 
while  the  matter  was  clearly  fub-judice  in 
Weftminfter  Hall  ?  A  month’s  patience 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  could  not  hin¬ 
der  the  courfe  of  jullice.  Why  then  was 
he  put  to  the  fad  and  affedting  neceffityof 
revealing  his  defence  fo  near  his  trial  ? 

Was  it  merely  to  obviate  a  motion  of  ex- 

* 

pulfion ;  or  was  it  to  give  the  Crown 
Lawyers  an  opportunity  of  knowing  and 
anticipating  his  defence  upon  the  day  of 
trial  ?  or  upon  what  principle  can  this 
rapid  proceeding  be  justified  ?  Surely  it 
would  have  £hewn  a  more  tender  regard 
for  the  Liberties  of  the  iubjeft,  and  the 
conftitutional  principles  of  government, 
to  have  declined  this  grand  attack  un¬ 
til  the  Court  below  had  determined  the 


point.  It  would  havebeen  more  humane, 
and  more  eenerous.  And  what  material 

o 

difference  con'd  arife  in  the  trivial  delay 

of  a  month,  at  far  theft,  to  the  dificuflion 

of 


of  a  queftion  of  fuch  extraordinary  mag¬ 
nitude  ? 

Here  ended  the  conlideration  of  the 
royal  complaint.  The  Commons  could 
do  no  more.  They  had  arraigned,  found 
guilty,  and  punifhed.  It  now  remained 
for  Weftminfter-hall  to  do  its  part ;  and 
there  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  feemed 
to  follow  the  example  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons;  that  is,  Mr.  V/ilkes  was 
tried  by  the  evidence  that  related  only  to 
the  re-publication ;  which  proved  to  a  de- 
monflration,  that  Government  had  net 
evidence  fufficient  to  reach  Mr.  Wilkes 
upon  the  original  publication  ;  for  upon 
the  acquifition  of  Curry ,  the  Attorney 
General  deferted  his  JirJl  profecution,  and 
ex  officio  filed  a  fecond  information  a- 
gainfltheNorthBriton,  thatwas  re-printed 
in  Mr,  Wilkes’s  houfe ;  to  prove  which 
faCt  Curry  was  the  evidence.  But  when 
this  caufe  flood  ready  for  trial,  and  a  very 
fhorttime  before  it  was  to  come  on,  Francis 
Barlow ,  of  the  Crown-office,  received 
directions  from  Mr.  Wallace,  or  Mr. 
Webii,  to  apply  to  a  Judge  to  get  the 

S  infer- 
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information  againft  Mr.  Wilkes  amended, 
by  ftriking  out  the  word  “  purport ,”  and 
inlerting  in  its  fiead,  the  word  “  tenor'' 
Upon  which  Barlow  applied  to  Lord 
Mansfield,  and  obtained  a  fummons  to 
fhew  caufe  why  it  fliould  not  be  fo  a- 
mended ;  and  Air.  Philipps,  Mr. 
Wil  kes’s  Solicitor,  attended  Lord  Mans¬ 
field,  at  hishoufe  in  Bloomfbury-fquare, 
on  Monday  the  20th  of  February  1764, 
(which  was  the  day  before  Mr.  Wilkes’s 
trial)  in  confequence  of  that  fummons. 
Lord  Mansfield  alked  him,  what  ob¬ 
jections  he  had  to  fuch  an  amendment  ? 
he  anfwered,  that  he  could  not  confent : 
upon  which  Lord  Mansfield  faid,  he 
did  not  afk  his  confent,  but  wanted  to 
know  what  were  his  objections ;  and 
afked,  if  it  was  not  ufual  to  amend  infor¬ 
mations,  or  to  that  effeCt.  Then  having 
read  fome  precedents,  out  of  a  book 
which  his  Lordfhip  had  in  his  hand,  he 
made  a  written  order  to  amend  the  faid 
information  in  the  manner  applied  for. 
Podibly,  if  this  error  had  not  been  dil- 
covered  and  corrected,  Mr,  Wilkes's 

Counfel, 
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Counfel,  in  cafe  of  his  being  found 
guilty,  might,  and  did  probably  intend, 
to  have  moved  in  arreft  of  judgment. 
But  no  fecurity  to  the  Crown,  again  ft 
Mr.  Wilkes,  being  left  unguarded,  he 
had  nothing  to  truft  to  but  a  Jury ;  and 
even  in  obtaining  this  moft  facred  and 
indifputable  right  of  Englifhmen,  a  very 
ftrange  and  unaccountable  ftep  was  taken 
by  fomebody,  whom  no  pains  have  yet 
been  fufficient  to  difcover.  Letters  were 
fent  to  feveral  of  the  Jury,  figned  “  Sum¬ 
moning  Officer,"  acquainting  them  that 
Mr.  Wi  lkes’s  trial  was  put  off  to  another 
day;  which  prevented  thofe  to  whom 
thefe  letters  were  fent,  from  attending 
their  duty  at  Weflminfter-hall,  at  the 
real  time  of  his  trial.  Whether  the  ad¬ 
vantage  or  injury  of  Mr.  Wilkes  was  the 
objedt  of  thefe  letters,  does  not  pofitively 
appear.  The  Jury  which  tried  him  for 
the  North  Briton  found  him  guilty;  as  did 
alfo  that  which  tried  him  for  printing  the 
Effay  on  Woman  ;  and  he  not  appearing 
to  receive  fentence,  was  outlawed  in  the 
courfe  of  a  year. 

S  2  CHAP 
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CHAP.  XVIII. 


Illegal  proceedings  againjl  Mr.  Wilkes 
brought  under  confideration.  Meeting  of 

the  Minority  to  fettle  their  motions.  Com - 

% 

plaint  againft  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  JVebb  ; 

dife barged.  Motion  to  condemn  General 
Warrants :  Adjourned  jor  two  days. 
Refumed :  Tfhe  quejiion  altered  and  nar¬ 
rowed.  Mr.  Pitt's  vindication  of  himfelf 
in  having  if  ued  fucb  warrants.  Duke  of 
Newca/iles  reqnef  of  his  friends.  Tfbe 
Sfuef  ton  not  lub  judice  ;  yet  adjourned  for 
jour  months.  Lijl  of  the  Minority. 
Motion  for  a  kill:  rejected.  Minority 
blamed  for  not  moving  againjl  the  feizure 
of  papers ,  and  other  offences.  Views  of 
both  parties . 

WHEN  Parliament  had  done  its 
utmoft,  and  all  its  proceedings 
againft  Mr.  Wilkes  were  finifhed,  and 
when  the  Crown,  and  the  honour  of  the 
Crown,  were  both  fatished  and  vindica¬ 
ted,  then  the  confideration  of  the  illegal 
proceedings  of  Government  was  taken 

up. 
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up.  The  matter  was  opened  to  theHoufe 
upon  general  grounds ,  ariiing  out  of  the 
complaint  againd  Mr.  Wilkes  at  the 
beginning  of  the  feflion,  and  fo  purely  for 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Houfe,  and 
the  rights  of  the  fufj.  ft,  without  the  lead 
regard  to  individuals,  that  it  was,  by  the 
direction  efthe  Houfe,  formed  into  a  com¬ 
plaint  of  a  breach  of  privilege,  committed 
by  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  Webb,  and  the 
MefTengcrs,  in  imprifoning  Mr.  Wilkes, 
and  feizing  his  papers.  Another  motion 
was  made  to  lay  the  warrant  before  the 
Houfe,  by  which  Mr.  Wilkes  had  been 
apprehended.  This  would  have  led  to  a 
poiitive  determination,  as  fir  as  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  one  branch  of  the  legiflaturc  can 
be  called  fo,  of  the  legality  of  that  war¬ 
rant  ;  for  thejud ideation  of  the  gentlemen 
complained  of  mud  have  depended  upon 
the  validity  of  it.  But  this  fecond  motion 
was  rejected,  and  the  matter  of  complaint 
was  ordered  to  be  heard  on  the  j  ?,th  of 
February,  1764.  Conferences,  in  the 
mean  time,  were  held  by  fome  of  the  then 

principal  perfons  in  the  Minority,  for  the 
*  * 
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management  of  this  bufinefs,  particularly 
at  Sir  George  Savile’s,  where  the 
motions  were  fettled,  at  a  meeting:  con- 
filling  cf  Sir  Anthony  Abdy,  Sir  William 
Baker,  Peter  Burrell Efq;  Lord  ‘John 
Cavcndijh,  John  Dodd,  Efq;  William  Fitz- 
herbert,  Efq;  Col.  Fitzroy,  Right  Elon. 
James  Grenville,  Serjeant  Hewitt,  Six  Wil¬ 
liam  Meredith,  Lord  Midlcton,  George 
Onflow,  Efq;  Col.  Onflow,  Robert  Pratt , 
Eiq;  Sir  George  Savile,  Thomas  Townfhend , 
jun.  Efq;  Hon.  Thomas  Walpole,  and  John 
Whyte,  Efqs.  On  the  13  th  of  February 
the  matter  of  complaint  was  adjourned  to 
the  14th.  On  that  day  it  was  entered 
into ;  and  the  fadts  having  been  fully  exa¬ 
mined,  itbecame  neceifaryto  condemn  the 
warrant,  in  order  to  effablifh  the  breach  of 
privilege  which  had  been  committed  under 
it.  For  this  reafon  the  following  general 
r  queftion  was  propofed,  “  That  a  warrant 
for  apprehending  and  feizing  the  Author, 
Printers,  and  Publifhers,  of  a  feditious 
libel,  together  with  their  papers,  is  not 
warranted  bylaw.”  Yet  the  confideration 

of  this  queftion  was  declined,  in  order  to 

^  .  ***  *  * 
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difcharge  the  complaint  againft  Mr.  Wood 
and  Mr.  Webs,  previous  to  the  exami¬ 
nation  into  the  legality  of  the  warrant  ; 
upon  what  ground  of  reafon,  law  or  juf- 
tice,  is  not  eafy  to  be  conceived,  there 
being  fuch  a  connection  between  the  war¬ 
rant,  and  the  perfons  complained  of,  that 
tne  Houje  had  determined  nothing  could 
feparate  them  in  the  beginning ;  nothing 
therefore  could  equal  the  inconfiftency  of 
firft  difeharging  the  order  of  complaint, 
and  then  going  into  the  conlideration  of 
the  legality  of  the  warrant.  The  Houfe 
having  fat  till  half  an  hour  paft  feven  in 
the  morning  of  the  1 6th ,  the  queftion  was 
put  to  adjourn  to  the  17th,  which,  tho’ 
fo  late  in  the  morning,  and  many  (launch 
friends  to  the  Minority  known  to  be  gone 
home,  was  carried  but  by  a  finall  majo¬ 
rity,  only  208  againfl:  1843  which,  con- 
fidering  the  very  great  fuperiority  the 
Adminifhation  had  had  upon  all  the  other 
divifions,  was  confidered  as  a  kind  of  vic¬ 
tory  over  them  ;  and  it  was  univcrfally 
believed,  that  on  the  17th  they  would  be 
totally  defeated.  However,  on  the  17th 

S  4  the 
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the  Adminiftration,  by  feveral  motions 
and  alterations,  narrowed  the  ground  of 
the  general  queftion,  in  order  to  bring  it 
to  the  individual  warrant  that  had  iffued, 
and  to  add  thereto  fadts  relative  to  the 
pratffice  of  Secretaries  of  State  and  Courts 
of  Law.  At  laft  the  refolution  adopted 
by  the  Houle  for  its  queftion  was  this, 
“  That  a  general  warrant,  for  apprehend¬ 
ing  and  feizing  the  Authors,  Printers  and 
Publifhers  of  a  feditious  and  treafonable 
libel,  together  with  their  papers,  is  not 
warranted  by  law;  altho’  fuch  warrant  lias 
been  iffued  according  to  the  ufage  of 
office,  and  has  been  frequently  produced 
to ;  and  fo  far  as  appears  to  this  Houfe, 
the  validity  thereof  has  never  been  debated 
in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  but  the 
parties  thereupon  have  been  frequently 
bailed  by  the  faid  Court.”  And  the 
Lawyers  were  the  principal  perfons  who 
moved  and  enforced  all  thefe  narrowing, 
qualifying,  and  apologizing  amendments. 

Much  had  been  already  faid  of  the  prac¬ 
tice  and  ufage  of  office,  in  order  to  ffive  a 
colour  of  j  unification  for  the  conduit  of 
. . .  -  . . . . ’  Lord 
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Lord  Halifax  ;  the  adminiftration  had 

called  for  papers  and  volumes  of  records, 

* 

in  order  to  juftify  their  proceedings  by 
that  ufage  ;  and  Mr.  Pitt  being  in  the 
Houfe,  and  a  very  warm  advocate  for  the 
queftion,  his  adminiftration  was  quoted 

as  a  fandification  of  fuch  ufa?e.  It  is 

O 

true,  that  in  the  odice-papers  which  were 
produced,  there  did  appear  to  have  been 
two  fuch  warrants  ilfued  by  Mr.  Pitt; 
one  for  the  feizure  of  certain  perfons  on 
board  a  {hip  going  to  France ;  the  other 
for  apprehending  the  Count  de  St.  Ger¬ 
main,  a  foreigner,  and  fuppofed  to  be  a 
fpy.  Thefe  were  ilfued  in  the  midft  of  a  ' 
war  with  France,  not  for  libels,  but  as 
in  cafes  of  high  treafon  ;  and  the  caufe 
juftified  the  proceeding.  “  He  acknow¬ 
ledged  they  were  againfl:  law;  that  in  one 
of  them  he  conlulted  his  friend,  the  At¬ 
torney  General  at  that  time,  (now  Lord 
Camden)  who  told  him,  the  warrant 

r 

would  he  illegal,  and  if  he  ijfuedit  he  mujl 
take  the  confequence ;  neverthelefs,  prefer- 
riin.  t.,e  general  fafetyin  time  of  war,  and 

pub- 
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public  danger  to  every  personal  confedera¬ 
tion,  that  he  run  the  rifk  (as  he  would 
of  his  head,  had  that  been  the  forfeit, 
upon  thelikemotive)  and  did  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  aft,  againft  a  fufpicious  foreigner  juft 
come  from  France ;  that  he  was  ready  to 
anfwer  it  before  his  country,  if  they  called 
himtoan  account ;  and  that  in  his  opinion, 
the  apparent  neceffity  of  the  thing,  and 
the  real  exigency  of  the  time,  mull:  al¬ 
ways  be  the  teft,  and  alone  vindicate,  and 
be  the  fafeguard  of  any  Minifter,  who,  at 
a  crifis,  exceeds  the  known  laws  of  his 
country.” 

The  Duke  of  Newcaftle’s  adminiftra- 
tion  was  quoted  with  more  propriety.  It 
was  aflerted,  that  his  Grace  had  iflued  an 
infinite  number  of  thefe  warrants.  Though 
the  fadt  was  undeniable,  yet  fuch  ufage 
could  not  juflijy  what  was  illegal ;  for  ufage 
in  matters  of  law  that  are  doubtful,  is  a 
good  expofi.tor  of  the  law ;  but  ufage 
againft  law  is  oppreffion.  Therefore,  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  was  as  liable  to 
cenfure  for  his  condudt  as  Lord  Hali¬ 


fax* 
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fax  ;  and  it  mud;  be  acknowledged,  that 
his  Grace  had  requeued,  previous  to  this 
quednon  being  fettled  at  the  private  meet¬ 
ings,  “  That  no  perfonal  regard  to  him- 
felf  might  influence  the  condudt  of  his 
neared;  relation  or  friend ;  for  that  he 
lhould  be  forry,  if,  from  that  tendernefs 
of  his  friends  to  him,  the  future  exercife 
of  a  power,  which  was  of  fuch  confe- 
quence  to  the  public,  fltould  not  be  pre¬ 
vented.”  But  as  no  cenfure  was  intended 
againd:  Lord  Halifax,  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  might  with  great  fafety 
make  this  declaration.  When  the  Admi- 
niftration  found  that  no  j  unification,  no 
precedents,  no  ufage  of  office,  would 
avail ;  that  the  illegality  of  the  warrant 
was  ftrongly  and  positively  aliened  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  many  others ;  and  that  the 
Crown  Lawyers  did  not  venture  to  difpute 
it,  they  changed  their  argument,  and  went 
upon  the  impropriety  of  deciding  in  Par¬ 
liament,  a  queftion  then  depending  in  a 
Court  of  judicature.  It  was  affirmed,  that 
in_.the  caufe  then  depending  in  the  Court 

of 
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of  Common  Pleas,  between  Mr.  Wilkes 
(who  then  was  not  outlawed)  and  Lord 
Halifax,  this  geat  queftion  concerning 
the  illegality  of  the  warrant  muff  come  in 
iffu  e,  as  it  was  the  great  point  upon 
which  that  caufe  muft  turn  :  the  queftion 
being  therefore  a  mere  point  of  law,  and 
clearly  fubjudice,  it  ought  to  be  left  to  the 
free  determination  of  the  Judges,  and  the 
fenfe  of  a  Jury,  without  an  attempt  to 
biafs  them  by  a  previous  refolution  of  Par¬ 
liament.  Surely  thefe gentlemen  had  forgot 
what  they  themfelves  had  fo  vigouroufly 
promoted  and  done  in  the  beginning  of the 
Seffion.  While  the  North  Briton  was 
under  profecution  in  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  and  fome  months  previous  to 
any  determination  being  had  in  the  Court, 
they  took  up  the  confideration  of  the 
paper  in  Parliament,  “  and  upon  the  mere 
view  of  it,  without  enquiring  into  the 
truth  of  any  cicumftances  that  the  author 
might  rely  upon,  or  the  Public’s  opinion 
of  his  intent  thereby,  determined  it  to  be 

a  libel  j  and  yet  this  is  not  only  what 

great 


(  2 77  ) 

great  Judges  efteem  a  mere  point  of  law, 
but  what  by  fome  is  held  to  be  a  very 
difficult  point  of  law.  They  went  fur¬ 
ther  ;  for  they  afterwards  called  for  evi¬ 
dence,  in  order  to  find  out  who  was  the 
author;  and  it  appearing  to  them,  al¬ 
though  by  witneffes  not  upon  oath,  and 
fome  who  did  not  know  Mr.  Wilkes, 
till  feveral  months  after  the  fa <51  was 
committed,  that  Mr.  Wilkes  was  the 
author,  they  expelled  him  ;  after  letting 
and  deliberating  upon  their  conduct  till 
half  an  hour  after  tnree  in  toe  morning. 
Now  this  laid  is  a  fadt  which  by  the  con- 
flitution  of  this  country  is  to  be  tried  by  a 
Jury.  Nay,  the  Commons  came  to  both 
thefe  refolutions,  whilft  the  fame  matter 
was  in  a  couife  of  trial  before  a  Jury  in 
the  Courts  below.”  But  this  queftion  of 
the  illegality  of  the  warrant  was  not  in  a 
courfe  of  determination  in  the  Courts  be¬ 
low.  It  was  admitted,  indeed,  by  the 
Lawyers  in  the  Minority,  that  in  Mr. 
W ilkes’s  adtion  againff  Lord  Halifax, 
the  quefliou  might  come  in  ilfue ;  but 

there 
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there  was  a  doubt,  nay,  there  was  an  ai¬ 
med  certainty,  that  that  adlion  never 
would  come  to  trial ;  privilege  on  the 
fide  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  inability 
on  the  fide  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  had  hither¬ 
to  prevented  it,  and  in  all  probability 
would  prevent  it  for  ever.  The  fallacy 
of  this  objedlion  being  manifeft,  the  mi¬ 
nority  went  into  the  importance  of  the 
general  queftion;  they  affirmed  it  to  be 
of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  the  Liberty 
of  the  fubjedt ;  the  very  elfence  of  private 
and  perfonal  liberty  depended  upon  it ; 
the  minds  of  the  public  were  extremely 
agitated ;  and  a  decifion  was  expected,  for 
the  fatisfadlion  of  the  prefent  age  and  the 
fecurity  of  future  times.  Still  the  Admi- 
niftration  adhered  to  their  principle  of  the 
impropriety  of  coming  to  any  determina¬ 
tion  upon  a  point  of  law,  while  it  was 
depending  in  the  Courts  ofj  uftice.  They 
moved  therefore  to  adjourn  the  debate  to 
that  day  four  months.  And  at  half  an 
hour  after  five  in  the  morning,  of  the  1 8  th, 

the  queftion  to  adjourn  was  put,  and 

car- 
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carried  by  232  againft  118*  The  names 
of  the  Minority  the  reader  will  find  in 
the  note*. 

When 

*  A  LIST  of  the  MINORITY  upon  the 
largejl  divifion  ;  with  the  abfent  Members 
fuppofed  to  be  in  that  Inter  eft. 


SIR  Anthony  Abdy 
George  Adams 
Maj.  Gen.  A'Court 
William  Aiflabie 
Lord  Vifc.  Allen 
Thomas  Anfon 
Hon.  Andrew  Archer 
Sir  George  Armitage 
William  Afhburnham 
Pierce  Afhe  A’Court 
Sir  John  St.  Aubin 
Sir  William  Raker 
Sir  John  Barrington 
Charles  Barrow 
Col.  Barre 
Benjamin  Bathurft 
Aubery  Beauclerk 
William  Beck  ford 
William  Bentinck 
Wilbraham  Bootle 
Crab  Bolton 
Fdward  Bouverie 
Sir  Piercy  Bret 
Henry  Bridgman 
Sir  Brook  Bridges 
John  Bullcr 
James  Buller 
John  Bullock 


William  Burt 
Peter  Burrel 
Bartholomew  Burton 
Col.  Richard  Burton 
John  Butler 
Plummer  Bvde 
Pe  regrine  Bertie 
Col.  Calcraft 
Nicholfon  Calvert 
John  Calvert 
Pryfe  Campbell 
Daniel  Campbell 
Right  Hon.  Loid  George 

Cavcndifh 

Major  Gen.  Lord  Fred. 

Cavcndifh 

Lord  John  Cavcndifh 
Sir  Thomas  Cave 
Anthony  Champion 
Hon  Wm.  Chetwynd 
Nath.  Chohnondeley 
1  homas  Cholmondeley 
Sir  Kenrick  Clayton 
William  Clayton 
Charles  Cocks 
Sir  William  Codrington 
Wenman  Coke 
Sir  George  Coltbrook 

Hon. 
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When  the  debate  was  over.  Sir  John 
Philipps  moved  the  Houfe  for  a  bill  to 

declare 


Hon.  Lt.  Gen.  Conway 
George  Cooke 
VTkers  Cornwal 
"Thomas  Coventry 
Henry  Cur  wen 
John  Damer 
Sir  Edward  Deering 
George  Delaval 
George  Dernpller 
'  John  Dodd 
William  Dowdfwell 
Sir  Francis  Drake 
Lee  Dummer 
Edward  Elliot 
Sir  John  Elwel 
Sir  Matt.  Featherflone 
Saville  Finch 
Brice  Fiiher 
William  Fitzherbert 
Major  Gen.  Fitzwilliam 
William  Fitzmaurice 
Col,  Charles  Fitzroy 
Thomas  Foley 
Brook  Forrefter 
Thomas  Toiler 
Rofe  Fuller 
'Thomas  Fuller 
Lord  Gahe 
Sir  John  Gibbon 
Capt.  Sir  Alex.  Gilmore 
Richard  Glover 
Sir  Richard  Glynn 
Francis  Godolphin 


Rt.  Hon.  James  Grenville 
Lord  Grey 

Major  General  Sir  John 

Gridin  Griffin 

Thomas  Grofvenor 

James  Grant 

Lord  Galway 

Sir  Thomas  Hales 

Capel  Banbury 

Harbord  Harbord 

Hon.  Thomas  Harley 

John  Hervey 

Hon.  Capt.  Will.  Hervey 

Serjeant  Hewit 

Rowland  Holt 

Lieut.  Gen.  Honey  wood 

Lieut.  Gen.  Howard 

Lord  Vi  {count  Howe 

Hon.  Col.  Howe 

George  Hunt 

Richard  H alley 

¥ 

Thomas  Hutchins 
George  Jennings 
Col.  Irwin 
Thomas  Knight 
Sir  Robert  Ladbroke 
Major  Gen.  Lambton 
Edwin  Lafcellcs 
Daniel  Lafcelles 
Edward  Lafcelles 
W illiam  Lawrence 
Peter  Legh 
Sir  Robert  Long 

Simon 
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declare  General  Warrants  and  the  feizure 
of  Papers,  illegal,  by  an  ad  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  j 


Simon  Lutterel 
Jofeph  Mawbey 
Jofeph  Mellifh 
Sir  William  Meredith 
Sir  George  Metham 
Hugo  Meynell 
Lord  Vifc.  Middleton 
Richard  Middleton 
Lord  Middlefex 
Richard  Mills 
Lord  Charles  Montagu 
Edward  Morant 
Sir  John  Morgan 
Thomas  Morgan 
Thomas  Morgan,  jun. 
Capt.  Charles  Morgan 
Sir  Roger  Moftyn 
James  Murray 
Arnold  Nefbit 
Lord  Newnham 
Thomas  Noel 
John  Norris 
Henry  Onely 
George  Onflow 
Col.  George  Onflow 
John  Page 
Sir  Thomas  Palmer 
Thomas  Pelham 
Richard  Pennant 
Henry  Penton 
Rt.  Hon.  WILL.  PITT 
John  Pitt 
John  Plumptree 


Edward  Popham 
Harcourt  Powell 
Mackworth  Praed 
Robert  Pratt 
George  Prefcot 
Richard  Price 
Hugh  Price 
Chafe  Price 

Sir  Wm.  Beauch.Pro&or 
Henry  Pye 
William  Plummer 
Martin  Rebow 
John  Roberts 
Hon.  Tho.  Robinfon 
Lord  Royfton 
John  Rufhout 
Dennis  Rolle 
Lord  George  Sackville 
Sir  George  Savile 
Sir  Charles  Saunders 
Hon.  Edwin  Sandys 
James  Scawcn 
bitzroy  Scudamore 
Charles  Scudamore 
Thomas  Sergifon 
Robert  Shafto 
John  Shelley 
Sir  Edward  Simplon 
Edward  Southwel 
Thomas  Staunton 
Richard  Stevens 
Humphrey  Sturt 
Lawrence  Sullivan 
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ment  j  except  in  certain  cafes,  and  under 
fuch  limitations,  as  fhould  be  mentioned 
and  defcribed  in  the  faid  aft.  He  was 


John  Tempeft 
John  Thomlinfon 
Right  Hon.  Charles 
Townfhend 
Charles  T ownfhend 
Hon.  Tho.  Townfhend 
Thomas  Townfhend 
Sir  William  Trelawny 
Sir  Chriftopher  Treife 
William  Trevannion 
Clement  Tudway 
Fofter  Tuftnel 
John  Tuckfield 
Hon.  Fred.  Vane 
Arthur  Vanfittart 
Lord  Villiers 
Sir  Francis  Vincent 
Edmund  Waller 
Hon.  Thomas  Walpole 
Hon.  Hor.  Walpole 
Hon.  Sir  Edw.  Walpole 
Hon.  Boyle  Walfingham 
Sir  George  Warren 
Thomas  Watfon 
James  Weft 
Thomas  Whichcot 
John  Whyte 
Major  Gen.  Whitmore 
James  Whitfhed 
Andrew  Wilkinfon 
William  Willy 
William  Wilton 


Lord  Winterton 
William  Woodly 
Sir  George  Yonge 
Hon.  Charles  Yorke 
Hon.  John  Yorke 
ABSENT. 

John  Offley 
George  Brudenel 
Richard  Cavendifh 
Peter  Dennis 
Miles  Barnes 
Cecil  Forrefter 
Jof.  Gulfton 
Sir  Gilbert  Heathcot 
John  Hewit 
Samuel  Egerton 
Right  Hon.  Hen.  Legge 
John  Luther 
James  Long 
John  Parker 
Lord  Harry  Powlett 
Thomas  Prowfe 
Matthew  Ridley 
Sir  John  Rufhout 
Hon.  Sir  Will.  Stanhope 
Thomas  Tracy 
Hon.  George  V. Vernon 
George  Wright 
Hon.  Auguftus  Keppel 
Hon.  George  Monlon 
Hon.  William  Craven 
&c.  &c.  &c.  &c. 
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fupported  by  feveral  in  the  Adminiftra- 
tion.  But  the  Minority  oppofed  it  •  be_ 
caufe  they  thought,  a  bill  prepared  and 
brought  in  by  men  in  office,  who  had  been 
attempting  to  juftify  their  own  proceed¬ 
ings,  would  undoubtedly  be  a  preroga¬ 
tive  bill.  If  a  bill  be  at  all  n^ceiTary, 
faid  they,  it  fhould  be  framed  Dy  thole 
who  are  contending  for  liberty,  and  net 
thofe  who  are  endeavouring  to  evade  the 
difpute.  The  motion  was  therefore  re¬ 
jected. 

The  Majority  by  which  the  queftion  of 
adjournment  was  carried,  was  fo  fmall, 
that  the  Adminiftration  may  rather  be 
faid  to  have  had  an  efcape,  than  to  have 
obtained  a  victory.  And  fome  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Minority  imagined  they  be¬ 
gan  to  totter.  Thefe  patriots  now  thought 
they  had  done  enough  to  get  themfelves 
into  offices ;  and  they  were  afraid  of  at¬ 
tempting  any  thing  further,  left  they  fliould 
thereby  ruin  the  probability  of  their  fup- 
pofed  fuccefs  :  Which  was  one  reafon  for 
their  not  making  a  fecond  effort,  upon  a 
motion  they  had  formed  againfl:  thefeizure 
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of  Papers,  which  was  generally  expe&ed. 
That  was  a  point  of  real  importance  to 
the  Liberty  of  the  fubjedt;  and  a  con¬ 
demnation  of  a  pradtice  fo  horrid  and 
illegal  as  the  feizure  of  Papers  undoubtedly 
was,  would  have  given  the  moft  fenfible 
pleafure  to  every  Englifhman.  But  the 
real  truth  is,  thefe  patriots  by  halves 
only,  when  they  were  in  office,  were  as 
flrong  prerogative  men  as  thofe  whom 
they  now  oppofed ;  and  hoping  Ihortly 
to  be  in  office  again,  they  did  not  chufe 
to  condemn  a  practice  which  many  of 
them  held  to  be  both  juftifiable  and  ne- 
ceflary.  So  that  this  Minority  were 
not  fuch  warm  and  fincere  friends  to  Li¬ 
berty  as  they  pretended :  Though  they 
were  at  infinite  pains,  and  fome  expence, 
to  make  the  public  believe  their  profeffions, 
from  their  attempt  to  condemn  General 
Warrants.  But  not  a  ftep  would  they 
take  towards  either  remedying  or  con¬ 
demning  the  greater  grievance,  relative  to 
papers  ;  not  an  inch  further  would  they 
go  although  they  were  fure  of  carrying 
the  queffion.  If  it  be  legal  to  feize  pa¬ 
pers 
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pers  (and  fuch  filence  almoft  implies  it) 
it  is  a  matter  of  indifference  to  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  perfon  whofe  houfe  is  plundered 
for  them,  whether  the  fearch  and  feizure 
are  made  under  the  authority  of  a  general 
or  a  particular  warrant :  if  a  general  war¬ 
rant  will  not  do,  a  particular  one  may 
foon  be  had  :  a  Secretary  of  State  can  ne¬ 
ver  be  many  minutes  in  finding  a  Juftice 
of  Peace  to  iffue  a  warrant  for  him.  The 
queftion  is.  Is  fuch  a  pra&ice  legal  ?  The 
Minority  would  not  fay,  No.  Many  of 
them  are  fuppofed  to  approve  of  it,  in  cer¬ 
tain  cafes  3  as  in  high  treafon,  &c.  but  they 
would  neither  tell  the  public  what  thofe 
cafes  were,  nor  under  what  reffridtions 
the  practice  ought  to  be  put.  They  huna; 
out  a  fpecious,  but  deceitful,  appearance  of 
Liberty,  a  kind  of  a  will  with  a  wijp ,  and 
intreated  the  public  to  follow  it. — The 
evafion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  and  the 
clofe  imprifonment,  were  wholly  indefen- 
fible,  and  would  have  afforded  them  moll: 
excellent  queflions.  T  hole  tranfadlions 
were  clearly  againfl  law,  and  therefore 
ought  to  have  been  cenfured.  Perhaps,  with 

T  3  refpedt 
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s  efpedt  to  the  warrant,  the  right  and  beft 
of  proceeding  would  have  been  to 
e  moved  a  complaint  againft  the  Se- 
v  "ary  himfelf ;  at  lead  it  would  have 
1  ui  t.  e  mod  conditutional,  and  mod  be- 
co  ing  the  dignity  of  Parliament.  But 
the  Minority  did  not  aim  at  doing  judice 
to  the  laws  of  their  country.  The  bent 
of  their  dedres  was  to  get  into  office. 

The  objedt  of  both  parties,  not  half  a 
dozen  excepted,  in  fupporting  and  oppo- 
fing  the  determination  of  this  quedion, 
relative  to  General  Warrants,  were,  fingly 
and  exclufively,  the  emoluments  of  of¬ 
fice  :  one  to  remain  in  pofleflion  of  what 
they  enjoyed,  and  the  other  to  feize  thofe 

benefits  for  themfelves. - In  no  age, 

except  that  which  produced  the  deduc¬ 
tion  of  the  Roman  Liberty,  were  venality 
and  corruption  fo  prevalent  as  at  this  time 
in  Britain.  Thofe  very  few,  who  are 
really  honed,  and  are  in  a  fituation  of 
viewing  the  fcandalous  tranfadtions  of  the 
majority  of  the  Great,  cannot  help  look¬ 
ing  with  horror  and  detedation  upon  two 
bodies  of  men  regulating  their  whole  con- 

dudt 
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du<ft  by  the  fingle  rule  of  intereft  ;  plun¬ 
dering,  or  wifhing  to  plunder,  an  oppref- 
fed,  diftradted  and  exhaufted  country  . 
and  covering,  or  attempting  to  cover,  their 
bafe  defigns,  with  the  moil  folemn  pro- 
teftations  of  love  for  the  public,  and 
claiming  the  title  of  Patriots  j  a  title 
which  was  formerly  more  honourable  than 
any  which  a  court  could  bellow,  but  which 
their  repeated  perfidy  has  now  brought  to 
contempt  and  reproach. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XIX. 

r 

Ineffectual  attempt  to  relieve  the  Cyder  Coun¬ 
ties.  The  Minority  broken.  DifmiJJions 
of  the  Generals  Conway  and  Acourt. 
Mr.  Webb  tried jor  perjury,  and  Kearjly 
and  Williams  jor  publijhing  the  North 
Briton. 

"  |  '  H  E  iecond  great  point  of  oppofi- 
JL  tion  was  the  excife  upon  cyder. 
Upon  the  motion  to  renew  the  tax,  an  at¬ 
tempt  was  made  to  introduce  cc  alterations 
and  amendments  but  upon  the  queftion 
being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative, 
by  167  againft  125.  Then  it  was  ar¬ 
gued,  and  infifted  upon,  that  an  appeal 
to  juries  was  neceflary;  and  would  re¬ 
move  an  elTential  part  of  the  fubjeds  com¬ 
plaints.  Accordingly,  on  the  8th  of 
March,  1764,  a  motion  was  made  <c  for 
regulating  the  mode  of  colledion  by  Ex¬ 
cife,  fo  as  to  fecure  to  the  iubjed  their 
undoubted  right  of  trials  by  juries ;  and 
to  reilrain,  by  penalties,  any  abides  of  the 

odi- 
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Officers  of  Excife  contrary  to  law.”  But 
it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  i66againft 
1 20.  At  the  time  of  putting  this  queftion 
a  very  confiderable  part  of  the  Minority 
were  abfent.  The  fadl  is,  that  feveral  of 
them  were  for  this  Excife ;  and  another 
confiderable  part  of  them  did  not  chufe  to 
attend  upon  this  occafion,  becaufe  the 
Cyder  Members  had  not  affifted  them 

t 

upon  the  points  they  had  fo  warmly  con- 
tefted.  To  this  want  of  union  in  thofe 
whofe  indifpenfible  intereft  it  was  to  have 
firmly  united,  the  Minifter  owed  his  ma¬ 
jority  upon  both  the  General  Warrants  and 
the  Excife  upon  Cyder.  Two  or  three  of 
the  principals,  finding  themfelves  duped 
in  their  expectations  of  getting  into  offices, 
were  fo  foured  and  chagrined  by  that 
difappointment,  that  they  began  to  give 
over  all  thoughts  of  oppofition,  and  to 
trouble  themfelves  no  further  about  it. 
Mr.  Pitt  totally  abfented  himfelf ;  and 
Mr.  Charles  Townshend,  immediately 
upon  the  adjournment  of  the  queltion 
upon  General  Warrants,  went  to  Cam¬ 
bridge 
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bridge  to  oppofe  Lord  Sandwich  in  his 
defign  of  becoming  Vice  Chancellor  of 
that  Univerfity.  By  the  abfence  of  thefe 
two  principal  performs  at  that  critical  time, 
the  fpirit  of  oppofition  inftantly  cooled, 

and  the  Minifter  as  fuddenly  recovered 
his  ftrength.  The  probability  of  fuccefs 
being  now  further  removed  than  ever, 
they  began  to  break  with  one  another ;  and 
every  man  became  jealous  of  his  friend 
being  either  reconciled  to  the  Minifter, 
er  fome  way  or  other  making  his  peace  at 
St.  James’s,  before  himfelf.  In  a  few 
weeks,  defertiOn  and  diflatisfadion  pre¬ 
vailed  throughout  the  whole  party:  info- 
much  that  when  the  public  bufinefs  came 
on,  that  is,  the  plan  of  fupplies,  which 
every  oppofition  has  always  thought  itfelf 
bound  to  oppofe,  they  were  almoft  totally 
filent  j  which  gave  to  the  Minifter  fuch 
a  manifeft  appearance  of  fuperiority, 
that  it  had  a  wonderful  effed  upon  what 
are  called  the  Flying  Squadron ,  a  confide- 
rable  part  of  whom  had  joined  the  Mino¬ 
rity  upon  the  late  probability  of  fuccefs 

from  that  quarter  :  they  were  now  fo  tho¬ 
roughly 
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roughly  convinced  of  their  error  that  they 
returned  to  the  court  with  vows  of  the 
moft  faithful  attachment.  The  feffion, 
therefore,  ended  without  any  further  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  Minority. 

Bufinefs  being  finiffied,  and  the  Admi- 
niftration  now  in  the  meridian  of  their 
power,  and,  in  their  own  idea,  firm  and 
immoveable,  they  refolved  to  chaftife 
fome  of  their  military  enemies,  who  had 
dared  to  oppofe  them  upon  thofe  queftions 
which  fo  eminently  threatened  their  dif- 
folution.  The  firft  of  thefe,  whom  they 
thought  proper  to  mark  for  punifhment, 
was  General  Conway.  He  had  a  regi¬ 
ment,  and  was  moreover  a  Groom  of  the 
Bedchamber  to  the  King;  the  former  was 
taken  from  him,  and  from  the  latter  he 
was  difmifs’d.  This  conduit  inflantly 
created  an  alarm.  It  was  confidered  by 
the  Public  as  an  attempt  to  deftroy  the 
freedom  and  independency  of  Parliament ; 
and  by  the  Officers  of  the  army  as  a  pecu¬ 
liar  hardffiip,  and  a  difgrace  to  their  pro- 
feffion,  no  reafon  being  affigned  for  the 
General’s  difgrace.  It  mult  flacken  the 

zeal 
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zeal  of  Officers  (laid  one  of  General  Con¬ 
way’s  friends)  when  they  fee  that,  after  a 
life  fpent  in  the  fervice,  they  are  liable  to 
be  turned  adrift,  to  fatisfy  the  vengeance 
of  Minifters,  and  for  caufes  no  way  con¬ 
nected  with  the  profeffion.  It  affeCts  the 
honour  of  Officers,  as  it  inclines  men 
without  doors  to  fufpeCt  that  they  aCt  un¬ 
der  fear  of  lofing  their  employments.  It 
indifpofes  their  countrymen  to  chufe  them 
into  Parliament,  as  an  Officer  can  no 
longer  be  fuppofed  a  free  Agent.  The 
Public  is  hurt,  if  the  rights  of  Parliament 
are  violated,  and  if  puniffiment,  which 
is  only  due  to  crimes,  is  inflicted  on  in¬ 
corruptible  honefty  and  confcientious 
virtue.  It  is  hurt,  if  Minifters  revenge 
their  own  animolities  on  the  fervants  of  the 
King  and  the  Nation,  and  if  they  in  effeCt 
declare,  that  to  defend  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  fubjeCts  the  guardians  of  thofe 
liberties  to  profeription. 

Thefe  difmiffions  (continued  the  fame 
advocate)  have  fometimes  been  exercifed 
againft  men  who  have  been  regular  and 
forward  in  oppolition,  as  in  the  cafes  of  tire 

Duke 
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Duke  of  Bolton,  the  Lords  West¬ 
moreland  and  Cobham.  But  General 
Conway’s  condudt  was  very  different 
from  that  of  thofe  noble  Lords;  they  were 
fixed  and  determined  opponents  to  the 
then  Minifter ;  he  was  enlifted  in  no 
Oppofition,  and  upon  the  report  being 
propagated  that  he  was,  he  declared  to  a 
Minifter,  before  witnefs,  “  that  he  was 
not,  nor  intended  to  be  engaged  in  oppo¬ 
fition.”  He  gave  but  one  vote  againft  the 
Minifter ;  for  he  voted  with  the  Majority 
upon  every  queftion  againft  Mr.  Wilkes, 
and  was  feveral  times  up  to  fpeak,  though 
never  pointed  to.  He  likewife  voted  with 
the  Miniftry  upon  the  Excife,  and  every 
other  queftion  throughout  the  whole  fef- 
fion,  except  the  fingle  affair  of  the  War¬ 
rants.  This  difmiffion  was  therefore  fiiwu- 
lar,  and  could  not  fail  exciting  very  ftrong 
remarks.  But  whether  the  clamour  raifed 
by  it,  and  the  apparent  difguft  with  which 
it  was  received  by  the  army,  or  whether  the 
Adminiftration  thought  this  example  fuffi- 
cient  to  fix  their  wavering  friends,  or  what 
other  caufes  prevented  a  number  of  other 

dif- 
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difmiffions  ©f  the  like  kind,  certain  it  is, 
they  were  not  made,  although  they  had 
been  threatened. 

This  inftance  of  difmiffing  General 
Conway  was  not  the  firft  which  the  Ad- 
miniftration  had  fhewn  to  the  Public,  and 
the  army,  of  their  refolution  to  punifti 
difobedience.  General  Acourt  had  been 
difmified  fome  time  before :  he  had  voted 
againft  the  peace,  and,  as  the  minifterial 
writers  faid,  had  refufed  to  obey  an  order 
from  the  Secretary  at  War,  to  difmifs  a 
private  foldier.  It  was  affirmed  in  the 
public  papers  (and  that  affirmation  was 
not  contradicted)  that  the  letter  at  ffie 
conclulion  of  the  forty-fifth  number  of 
the  North-Briton,  contained  the  order 
alluded  to.  The  letter  was  as  follows : 

By  the  Right  Hon.  Welbore 
Ellis,  his  Majefty’s  Secretary 
at  War. 

Having  received  his  Majefty’s  com¬ 
mands,  do  hereby  dii'charge  Anthony  Ni¬ 
chols,  a  private  man,  from  the  Coldftream 
regiment  of  foot-guards,  commanded  by 
General  James  Lord  Tyrawley,  from 

any 
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any  further  fervice  in  the  fame  regiment. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  feal,  at  the 
War-office,  this  26th  day  of  March,  1762. 

W.  ELLIS. 

To  all  his  Majefty's  Officers,  civil 
and  military ,  whom  it  may  concern. 

By  the  Articles  of  War,  Sedl.  3,  Art, 
2,  “  After  a  non-commiffioned  Officer, 
or  Soldier,  ffiall  have  been  duly  enlifted 
and  fworn,  he  ffiall  not  be  difcharged  our 

fervice  without  a  difcharge  in  writing  ;  and 

% 

no  difcharge  granted  to  him  ffiall  be  al¬ 
lowed  of  as  fufficient,  which  is  not  figned 
by  a  Field  Officer  of  the  regiment  into 
which  he  was  enlifted ;  or  Commanding 
Officer  where  no  Field  Officer  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  is  in  Great  Britain.” 

Quere.  Is  the  Secretary  at  War  a  Field 

Officer  ?  or  what  Officer  is  lie  ? 

No  caufe  being  affigned  for  either  of 
thefe  difmiffions.  they  did  molt  certainly 
deferve,  and  for  the  honour  of  the  con- 
flitution,  as  well  as  of  the  army,  ftrongly 
require  a  parliamentary  examination.  And 
withreipedt  to  the  cafe  of  General  A  court, 
one  gentleman  of  the  Minority  propofed 
making  a  motion  of  that  kind,  but  when 

he 
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he  came  to  mention  it  to  his  colleagues, 
he  found  them  fo  backward,  and  fo  fear¬ 
ful  of  becoming  offenfive  to  St.  James’s, 
that  he  faw  he  fhould  not  be  fupported 
therefore  it  was  laid  afide  *. 

*  Mr.  Webb,  who  had  fworn  in  the  trial  between 
Mr.  Wilkes  and  Mr.  Wood,  that  while  in  Mr. 
Wilkes’s  houfe  he  had  no  key  in  his  hand ,  for  fome- 
thing  to  that  effect)  was  indi&ed  for  Perjury  by  the 
Grand  Jury  of  Middlefex,  and  tried  before  Lord 
Mansfield,  at  Weftminfter  Hall,  when  the  jury,  af¬ 
ter  flaying  out  a  confiderable  time,  at  length  acquitted 
him.  Two  of  the  witneffes,  on  this  occafion,  were, 
Kearfly,  the  original  publifher  of  the  North  Briton, 
and  Williams,  who  had  re-publilhed  the  fame  in  vo¬ 
lumes.  Profecutions  were  carried  on  againft  them 
for  thefe  offences,  and  they  were  both  found  guilty. 
The  former  fled  to  France  for  fome  time,  but  at 
length  furrendered,  and  was  committed  to  the  King’s 
Bench  ;  from  whence  he  was  releafed  after  two 
months  confinement,  in  confideration  of  what  he 
had  already  fuffered,  and  the  actions  which  he  had 
brought  againft  the  Meffengers,  and  others,  for  fei- 
zing  and  detaining  his  papers  and  accompt  books  were 
entirely  withdrawn.  But  the  latter  was  fined  onehundred 
pounds,  imprifoned  eight  months,  and  fet  in  the  pil¬ 
lory  :  This  laft  part  of  the  fentence,  was  fo  far  from 
proving  a  difgrace,  that  it  was  converted  into  a  pub¬ 
lic  triumph  ;  for  people  gathered  round  the  pillory  in 
fuch  aftonilhing  numbers,  and  by  words  and  emblems 
and  rewarding  the  Culprit  with  a  fum  of  money 
colle£ted  from  the  people  prefent,  {hewed  fuch  a  ftrong 
deteftation  of  fome  of  the  principal  perfons  fuppofed 
to  manage  the  arcana  of  State,  that  the  pillory  will 
fcarcely  again  become  an  engine  for  the  intended 
punifhmentof  public  Libels. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XX. 


Of  the  Club  in  Albemarle- flreet ,  with  a  UJl 
of  the  Members.  Death  of  the  Duke  of 
Devon/hire  and  Mr.  Legge. 

THE  cafe  of  Mr.  Wilkes  furnifhing 
the  Minority  with  feveral  ftrong 
and  important  conftitutional  queflions, 
iome  gentlemen  of  weight  and  charac¬ 
ter  early  in  the  preceding  winter  pro- 
pofed  to  the  party  a  feheme  of  affectation, 
the  purpofe  of  which  was  to  keep  their 
friends  together,  and  to  give  them  the 
plea  lure  of  meeting  and  converting  with 
each  other.  The  idea  was  approved  by 
a  great  part,  though  not  all  the  Mino¬ 
rity  ;  and  a  tavern  in  Albemarle-llreet, 
kept  by  Mr.  Wildman,  was  fixed  upon 
for  the  place  of  meeting.  A  fubferip- 
tion  was  opened  to  pay  the  necelfarv  ex- 
pences,  and  all  lubferibers  were  members 
of  the  Club,  which  was  formed  under 
certain  regulations.  No  political  buli- 
nefi  or  any  kind  was  meant  to  be  tranf- 
adted  at  any  of  the  meetings.  The  in- 
ftitution  was  fingly  to  preferve  union. 

U  The 
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But  when  the  party  were  broken  and 
difheartened,  this  Club  dwindled  to  al- 
mofl  nothing  :  the  meetings  were  fel- 


dom,  and  the  companies  fmall.  So  that 


in  a  little  time  the  houl'e  barely  furnifhed 
the  fhadow  of  a  party. 


D  uring  the  fummer  the  Minority  dif¬ 


fered  a  confiderable  lofs  in  the  death  of 
the  Duke  of  Devonshirf.  His  Grace 
had  never  been  either  vigorous  or  for¬ 
ward  in  oppodt’on  ;  but  his  character 
was  amiable,  and  his  name  was  therefore 
ferviceable  he  had  great  filtered,  and  he 
kept  feveral  from  del'erting.  In  the 
fpring  Mr.  Legge  died  :  but  his  mode¬ 
ration,  and  more  particularly  his  long  ill-, 
nefs,  which  had  confined  him  for  fome 
time,  prevented  his  lofs  being  fo  leverely 
felt  by  the  party. 


I- 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XXL 


Mr.  Tcrkc  accepts  a  patent  of  precedence . 
Lord  Bute  returns ;  and  becomes  uneajy 
to  the  Minijiry ,  whom  he  wants  to  change. 
The  parliament  meets ,  and  the  quejlion 
concerning  General  Warrants  is  again  a- 
gi fated.  Lord  ‘Temple's  declaration  to  the 
Duke  of  Nt  wcajlle.  The  Minority  to¬ 
tally  ruined. 

Hp  H  E  adminiflration  having  wea¬ 
thered  all  florms,  having  reco¬ 
vered  their  loll:  flrength,  and  compleatiy 
triumphed  over  their  enemies,  confider- 
ed  themielves  as  fecure  for  life.  And  fo 
firmly  perluaded  were  forne  of  the  Mi¬ 
nority  of  the  probability  ol  this  truth, 
that,  now  thinking  the  heft  of  the  lay  was 
on  the  fide  of  the  Miniftry,  feveral  of 
them  went  over  to  the  Court.  The  moll 
diftinguifhed  of  thefe  was  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Yorke,  the  late  Attorney-General :  who 
had  refigned  that  employment  when  a 
different  opinion  prevailed.  He  now  re- 

U  3  turned 
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turned  to  St.  James’s,  and  accepted  of  a 
patent  of  precedence.  He  had  aded  fo 
very  even  a  part,  that  it  is  difficult  to  fay, 
whether  any  party  were  ferved  or  injured, 
by  the  acquiffiion  or  lofs. 

But  the  adminiflration  were  ruined  by 
their  own  vidories :  for  fo  high  a  fenfe 
did  they  entertain  of  their  ftrength, 
union,  and  firmnefs,  that  they  appre¬ 
hended  nothing  could  difplace  them. 
Vv  hen  this  idea  had  prevailed  a  fhort 
time  amongft  them,  the  Earl  of  Bute 
returned  from  Bedfordfhire ;  the  pro- 
feription  carried  on  again  ft  him  was  re¬ 
mitted,  and  he  refumed  his  influence  in 
the  Court.  To  this  re-admiffion  of  the 
Favourite,  the  Adminiflration  owe  their 
ruin.  During  his  abfence  they  gathered 
ftrength,  and  had  acquired  all  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  permanency.  Soon  after  his 
return,  they  were  weakened  ;  and  as  it 
.were  in  revenge  of  the  ill  treatment  he 
had  received,  the  fate  was  obvioufly 
threatened  with  another  revolution.  But 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  let  of  mini- 
fters  to  his  purpofe,  prevented  for  the 

prefent 
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prefent  another  negotiation  being  open¬ 
ed.  There  was  but  one  fet  of  men  whom 
he  preferred  to  the  fubfifting  adminiflra- 
£ion,  and  theie  he  had  tried  without 
face efs,  NecefTity  therefore  obliged  him 
to  fu^ex  them  to  remain,  becaufe  he 
could  get  no  other.  But  to  convince 
•them,  and  to  convince  their  opponents, 
that  he  was  ft  ill  as  powerful  as  ever, 
-he  di  Tribute  d  fee  era!  good  things,  as 
they  fell,  among  his  own  particular 
friends.  To  one  he  gave  an  Irifh  bi- 
fkoprick ;  and  the  fecretary  of  the  order 
of  the  Tlurtle,  to  his  confident  .Sir 

Harry  Ekskine.  Both  thefe  were 

■  •  | 

contrary  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Minifter ;  and  he  ftrongty  remonflrated 
•againft  them;  particularly  the  latter. 
Several  other  incidents  of  the  fame  kind 
happened.  From  all  which  it  was  ob¬ 
vious,  that  the  channel  of  promotion 
was  not  in  the  hands  of  tkofe  who  held 
the  employments  of  the  Tate ;  hut  of  a 
fecret  and  unrefponfible  Favourite.  To 
this  god  in  a  corner  all  the  Tons  of  mam¬ 
mon  paid  adoration.  The  Court  ums 

U  4  divided 
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divided  into  two  factions;  the  Mini- 
fleria',  and  the  Favourite’s.  The  leaders 
of  both  were  jealous  of  each  other  ;  and 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Lord  Bute 
vveie  in  a  date  of  enmity  concerning 
their  private  affairs.  But  thefe  mifun- 
deriiandirigs  were  not  yet  ripe  enough 
to  caufe  an  open  rupture  between  them. 
It  is  probable,  each  of  them  entertained 
hopes  of  drawing  an  additional  drench 
from  the  Minority  fufficient  to  baffle 
the  defigns  of  the  other ;  for  they  both 
knew,  that  the  Minority  were  ready  to 
join  the  firft  that  would  make  offers  to 
receive  them  j  and  in  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  fome  fcheme  of  that  kind,  they 
placed  their  hopes  of  {lability.  But  nei¬ 
ther  at  prefcnt  were  prepared  with  an  ex¬ 
plicit  declaration.  The  adminiftration 
were  content  to  remain,  if  the  Favourite 
would  not  interfere,  and  counteract  theft 
meal  tires.  And  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Favourite  had  not  formed  his  plan  of  ope¬ 
rations  againft  them. 

During  this  uncertainty  among  par¬ 
ties,  the  parliament  met.  The  Mino¬ 
rity 
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rity  had  pledged  themfelves  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  ;d  uring  the  furnmer,  that  they  would 
renew  the  motion  againft  General  War¬ 
rants.  Accordingly  a  day  was  appoint¬ 
ed,  but  Mr.  Pitt  being  confined  to  his 
bed  by  a  fevere  fit  of  the  gout,  another 
Ihort  day  was  fixed,  and  he  being  ftill 
unable  to  attend,  the  felf-credted  mana¬ 
ger  of  this  motion,  determined  to  bring 
it  on  without  him ;  although  he  very 
wed  knew  Mr.  Pitt  was  eagerly  defi- 
rous  of  fupporting  it.  But  having  ac¬ 
quired  feme  little  notice  from  the  pub¬ 
lic  by  leading  the  queilion  lafl  year,  al¬ 
though  the  ability,  fpirit,  and  intereft  of 
other  perfons  gave  it  ftrength  and  con- 
fcquence,  he  became  fo  enamoured  with 
his  own  importance,  that  he  flattered 
himfelf  with  the  idea  of  being  able  to  lead 
the  Houfe  of  Commons.  lie  therefore 
forced  on  the  queftion  againft  the  incli¬ 
nations  of  fcveral  of  the  party,  who  were 
dtfnous  of  waiting  for  Mr.  Pitt. 

'File  motion  made  by  Sir  Wh.liam 
Merkdith  was,  “  7'bat  a  General 
Warrant  for  apprehending  the  authors, 

printers. 
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printers,  or  publishers  of  a  libel,  toge* 
ther  with  their  papers,  is  not  warranted 
by  law',  and  is  an  high  violation  of  the 
liberty  of  the  fubjed.”  It  was  Support¬ 
ed  with  the  fame  arguments  as  before, 
with  fome  retort  upon  the  administra¬ 
tion,  that  the  queftion  was  not  now  fub 
jtidice  in  the  adion  brought  ,  by  Mr. 
Wilkes  againft  Lord  Halifax  ;  for 
Mr.  Wilkes  being  outlawed,  that  adion 
could  not  be  tried.  The  Miniftry,  howr- 
ever,  ftiil  infilled  that  the  queftion  was 
jub  judice ;  particularly  in  the  cafes  be¬ 
tween  the  printers  and  the  mefiengers, 
where  bills  of  exceptions  had  been 
brought,  and  which  were  not  yet  argued. 
There  was  great  fallacy  in  this  argu¬ 
ment  ;  as  thofe  bills  of  exceptions  did 
not  touch  the  legality  of  the  warrant. 
But  it  was  a  fhift  to  evade  the  queftion. 
It  is  true,  the  court  of  King’s  Bench 
did,  Several  months  afterwards,  when 
lome  ol  thofe  bills  of  exceptions  came 
to  be  aigued,  Solemnly  condemn  the 
warrant  5  but  that  queftion  was  not 
ftridly  before  them,  and  they  need  not 

have 
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have  done  it.  had  they  not  been  fo  in¬ 
clined.  The  Miniftry  likewife  infilled, 

* 

that  the  delay  in  obtaining  this  determi¬ 
nation  in  the  courts  below,  was  entirely 
owing  to  the  iolicitor  for  the  profecu- 
tors ;  and  they  dwelt  particularly,  upon 
the  impropriety,  as  they  called  it,  of 
one  Houfe  of  Parliament  only,  coming 
to  a  refolution  upon  a  point  of  law; 
that  iuch  refolution  was  no  fccurity  to 
liberty,  that  it  was  ineffcdtual  as  to  the 
purpole  intended,  and  that  it  would  be 
nugatory  in  a  pleading  in  Wcflminfler- 
Hall,  the  Judges  there  being  bound  to 
follow  the  law  as  made  by  the  three  ef- 
tates,  and  not  the  fentiments  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  alone.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  debate,  the  queflion  was  altered 
and  narrowed,  in  the  following  manner. 
“  That  in  the  particular  cafe  of  libels, 
it  is  proper  and  neccffary  to  fix,  by  a 
vote  of  this  Houfe  only,  what  ought  to 
be  deemed  the  law,  in  refpedt  of  General 
Warrants;  and,  fir  that  purpofe,  at  the 
time  when  the  determination  of  the  le¬ 
gality  of  inch  warrants,  in  the  inftance 

of 


C  3°S  ) 

of  a  moft  feditious  and  treafonable  libel, 
is  actually  depending  before  the  courts 
of  law,  for  this  Houfe  to  declare  that  a 
General  .Warrant  for  apprehending  the 
authors,  printers,  or  publifhers,  of  a  li¬ 
bel,  together  with  their  papers,  is  not 
warranted  by  law,  and  is  an  high  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  liberty  of  the  iubject.”  Which 

was  received  bv  the  Houfe ;  and  after 

* 

debating  it  till  five  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
lag,  the  quedion  was  carried  in  the  ne¬ 
gative,  by  a  confiderable  majority.  The 
&  *  *  ~  " 

very  perfons  who  propofed  and  enforced 
the  amendment,  voted  againd  it.  Here 
ended  this  great  queflion  concerning  Ge¬ 
neral  Warrants,  for  this  year;  about 
which  the  IVlsnonty  had  made  fuch  ex¬ 
traordinary  parade,  and  given  fuch  to- 
iemn  aflurances  to  the  public,  that  many 
well  meaning  perfons  in  different  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  thought  them  in  good 
earned  in  this  druggie  for  liberty;  but 
had  they  been  fo,  they  would  not  a  fe- 
cond  time  have  negleded  making  amo¬ 
tion,  they  had  lad  year  formed,  againft 
the  feizure  of  papers.  A  point  fo  high- 
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ly  interefting  to  the  fubjedt,  a  true  pa¬ 
triot  would  not  have  fuffered  to  remain 
unnoticed.  But  the  fadt  is,  the  Mino¬ 
rity  had  neither  true  patriotifin,  true 
virtue,  nor  common  honelty ;  for  they 
now  fhewed  themfelves  to  be  hypocrites 
to  the  caufe,  impofors  upon  the  public, 
and  traitors  to  each  other.  No  party 
was  ever  fo  truly  contemptible  in  fuch  a 
very  fhort  time.  It  foon  became  obvious 
to  all  mankind,  that  the  foie  purpofe  of 
th  is  fham  purfuit  of  liberty,  was  the 
poffeffion  of  lucrative  offices.  Mr.  Pit  r 
feeing  of  what  fluff  they  were  made, 
kept  aloof.  He  did  not  attend  during 
the  whole  feffion.  Lord  Temple  de¬ 
clared  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
and  others  of  the  party,  that  if  the  only 
end  propofed  by  oppofition,  was,  fingly 
and  exclufively,  the  pofTcffion  of  the 
Great  Offices,  for  the  fake  of  the  fria¬ 
ries  of  them;  it  nothing  was  intended 
for  the  public;  and  if  they  would  nei¬ 
ther  propofe  nor  fupport  any  motion  or 
meafure,  for  the  tiue  fecurity  of  liberty, 
and  the  real  advantage  of  the  people  ; 

lie 
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he  would  not  lend  hlmfelf  as  a  covef 
to  any  fuch  principles.  Opposition  was 
now  entirely  at  an  end.  The  venal  part 
of  the  Minority  found  themfelves  de¬ 
tected.  Thofe  colours  under  which  they 
flattered  themfelves  their  defigns  would 
have  been  consealed,  were  now  with¬ 
drawn  ;  and  they  appeared  like  a  fugi¬ 
tive  corps,  without  cloathing,  arms,  or 
officers.  For  fome  time  they  wandered 
in  this  dcfolate  and  diiconfolate  plight ; 
and  at  length  finding  that  no  party  would 
accept  of  them,  they  became  quite  broken 
hearted,  and  in  a  ffiort  time  were  almoft 
totally  difperfed. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  the  late  Mino- 

•  «  r 

rity.  A  party  which  had  been  original¬ 
ly  formed  for  the  befit  and  molt  laudable 
purpofes,  namely,  to  refill  the  power 
and  meafures  of  a  mifchievous  Favour¬ 
ite  ;  and  when  he  had  been  defeated, 
to  defend  the  conffitution  and  the  li¬ 
berties,  of  the  fubjed,  by  oppofing  and 
ceniuring  all  arbitrary  violations  oi  Mi- 
nifters.  Thefe  were  the  objeCts  of  op- 
pofition.  The  jir-Jl  was  in  part  accom¬ 
pli  died 
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plifhed  by  the  North  Briton.  But  out  of 
that  vi&ory,  arofe  the  fecond ;  which  was 
fcandaloully  deferted  by  the  body  of  the 
party  j  who  a&ing  wholly  upon  the  tem¬ 
porizing  principle  of  making  their  peace 
at  St.  James  s  as  foon  as  poiTible,  in  order 
to  lofe  no  opportunity  of  getting  into  of¬ 
fice,  were  never  in  earned:  in  the  caufe  of 
liberty,  and  were  continually  checking 
every  meafure,  and  betraying  every  man, 
who  obfhuded  their  felfifh  and  interefted 
views. - No  party  had  ever  fuch  admi¬ 

rable  ground  to  go  upon ;  and  had  the 
men  been  but  half  as»good  as  the  caufe, 
no  adminiflration,  however  fupported, 
could  have  withstood  them.  The  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  Favourite,  together  w'ith  the 
whole  fabrick  of  his  fyftem,  muff  have 
been  deflroyed  for  ever. 
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Jk  t 

C  H  A  P,  XXII. 

Lord  Bute  reconciled  to  the  Duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland*  His  Lordjhip's  view  in  that 
reconciliation .  Hi f lory  of  the  Regency 

Bill :  and  an  intended  fpeech  againfi  it* 
Conference  between  the  Duke  of  Cumber - 
land  and  Lord  Temple .  The  Minority , 
and  particularly  Lord  Rockingham ,  defire 
to  accept .  The  Duke  goes  to  Mr.  Pitt 
at  Hayes .  The  Treafury  offered  to  Lord 
Ly  ttelton .  Second  application  to  Lord 
Temple .  Before  an  anfwer  can  be  given 
the  Duke  advifes  the  King  to  recall  his 
Minifers .  Xsr*/  Temple  and  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville  reconciled *  The  adminif  ration  turn 
cut  Lord  Bute s  particular  friends .  The 

Parliament  prorogued . 

A  LTHOUGH  the  Favourite  permit¬ 
ted  his  party  to  aflift  and  fupport 
the  adtnini fixation  upon  the  queflion 
concerning  General  Warrants,  vet  that 
was  no  proof  of  his  approbation  of  the 
Minifters,  or  that  he  wifhed  to  continue 
them  in  office.  On  the  contrary,  his 

aim 
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aim  on  that  day  was  to  keep  the  Mino¬ 
rity  from  triumphing.  While  every 
party  were  oppreffed,  and  while  he  pre¬ 
ferred  to  himfelf  the  power  of  making 
any  fuccefsful,  he  expeded  all  would 
confider  themfelves  as  dependent  upon 
him ;  and  this  was  the  iituation  he  mod: 
defired ;  becaufe  it  flattered  his  vanity, 
and,  as  he  thought,  fecured  him  from 
danger.  But  the  adminiflration  having 
refufed  to  become  perfectly  obtequious  to 
him,  and  the  breach  between  them  being 
wider  every  day,  the  refolution  was  ta¬ 
ken  to  difmifs  them.  And,  as  it  had 
ever  been  his  purpofe,  to  bring  in  Lord 
Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt,  under  certain 
conditions,  to  which  having  found  they 
would  not  fubferibe  when  offered  by 
himfelf,  he  determined  to  try  the  force 
Gi  other  hands,  to  loften  and  prevail  up¬ 
on  thefe  impracticable  men.  None  ap¬ 
peared  fo  fuitable  to  his  purpofe  as  the 
Duke  of  C.  That  Prince  was  fuppofed 
to  have  been  a  friend  to  the  Minority} 
therefore,  befides  the  natural  dignity  of 
his  character,  it  might,  and  probably 

X  was 
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was  conjectured,  that  whatever  came 
from  him  would  carry  with  it  its  own 
weight  and  conviction.  With  the  inten¬ 
tion,  and  the  expectation,  of  reconciling 
to  office  through  this  intereft,  tire  two 
able  and  refpeCtable  perfons  juft:  men¬ 
tioned,  the  Favourite  addreifed  himfelf 
to  his  R.  H.  Fie  appeared  publickly, 
together  with  his  brother,  at  feveral  of 
the  Duke’s  levees.  This  conduCt  at  firft 
appeared  extremely  myfterious  ;  and  the 
more  fo,  as  there  were  ftrong  reafons 
for  believing  they  had  not  approved  of 
each  other’s  behaviour  for  fome  time 
paft.  What  could  be  the  motive  or  de- 
fign  of  this  fudden  aed  lingular  friend- 
ffiip  very  few  could  perceive.  About  this 
period  his  Majefty  happened  to  be  forne- 
what  indifpofed :  upon  Iris  recovery,  the 
idea  of  a  Regency  was  fuggefted ;  and 
on  the  24th  of  April  1765,  his  Majefty 
went  to  the  Floufe  of  Lords,  and  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  confideration  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  the  bringing  in  a  bill,  fettling  a 
Regent  and  Council  of  Regency,  in  cafe 
of  his  death,  and  the  fucceftor  to  the 

throne 
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throne  fhould  be  under  the  age  of  eigh¬ 
teen.  And  the  fpeech  which  commu¬ 
nicated  this  bufinefs,  particularly  pro- 
pofed,  whether  it  would  not  be  expe¬ 
dient  to  veft  in  his  Majefly,  the  power 
of  appointing  the  Queen,  or  any  other  per- 
fon  of  the  Royal  Family.,  ufually  refilling 
in  Great  Britain,  to  be  Regent  of  thel'e 
kingdoms,  and  guardian  of  the  fucceflor, 

O  J  O 

until  he  fhould  be  eighteen  ?  T  he  bill 
was  brought  in,  giving  fuch  power ;  bt-t 
a  doubt  arifing  concerning  the  extent  of 
the  explanation  of  the  words,  or  any 
other  of  the  Royal  Family ,  it  was  allirm- 
ed,  that  the  prefent  Royal  Family  were 
only  defeended  from  the  late  King. 
The  r —  conflrudion  of  thofe  words  was 
afked  ;  and  it  was  underflood  from  au¬ 
thority,  and  the  heft  public  authority 
of  the  time,  that  that  conflrudtion  and 
the  previous  affirmation  were  the  fame. 
The  bill  paffed  the  upper  Houfe,  declar¬ 
ing  the  Royal  Family  to  be  only  the  de- 
feendents  of  the  late  King :  which  ex¬ 
cluded  the  Pr.  D.  w'ho  w'as  of  another 
Family.  The  admjniflration,  to  whom 

X  2  the 
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the  bill  was  never  fuppofed  to  be  agree¬ 
able,  are  fpoken  of  as  conlidering  this  a 
kind  of  vidtoty  over  the  Favourite,  whofe 
particular  views  were  thought  to  be  de- 
flroyed  by  this  exclufion,  which  was  ac- 
compliffied  without  a  manifeft  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  bill.  But  when  it  came  into 
the  Commons,  a  motion  was  made  and 
fupported  by  the  friends  of  the  Favou¬ 
rite,  to  infert  her  Royal  Highnefs’s  name  ; 
to  which  the  Houfe  agreed.  .  And  with 
this  amendment  it  went  back  to  the 
Lords,  where  it  met  with  no  fecond  op- 
pofition.  But  the  following  fpeech  was 
faid  to  have  been  intended  to  be  fpoken 
upon  this  occalion. 

A  Speech  intended  to  have  been  fpoken 
'when  the  Commons  returned  the  Regency 
Bid,  with  an  amendment  refpecting  the 
Prmcejs  Dowager. 

My  Lords, 

r 

I  Hope  your  Lordfhips  will  find  no 
difficulty  in  difagreeing  with  the  I  I. 
of  Commons  in  regard  to  this  extraor¬ 
dinary 
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dinaty  Amendment.  I  call  it  extraordi¬ 
nary,  my  Lords,  becaufe  the  refolution, 
which  your  Lordfhips  came  to  upon  this 
claufe  in  the  bill,  was  founded  upon  an 
impiyed,  and  (as  your  Lordfhips  conli- 
dered  it)  an  authentick  requeft  from  the 
Crown,  delivered  to  this  lloufe  bv  one 
of  the  fir  ft  Minifters  of  his  Majefty ; 
to  which  your  Lordfhips  did  according¬ 
ly  give  an  immediate  and  ferious  atten¬ 
tion,  and  a  moft  unanimous  approba¬ 
tion. 

I  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  perfons 
who  moved  for  this  alteration  in  the 
other  Houle,  were  men  of  undoubted 
loyalty,  and  therefore  I  will  not  inquire 
into  the  date  or  complexion  of  their  loy¬ 
alty.  But  I  cannot  comprehend,  my 
Lords,  what  unintelligible  and  unoflen- 
lible  influence  could  turn  the  hearts  of 
that  great  Aflembly  as  the  heart  of  one 
man,  and  call  upon  them  to  rejedt  an 
article  of  the  bill,  fo  properly  founded 
upon  a  declaration  of  his  Majefty  s  in¬ 
clinations,  and  fo  unanimoully  a  (Ten  ted 
to  by  your  Lordfhips.  Was  it  becaufe 

X  3  they 
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they  were  better  acquainted  and  more 
impreffed  with  the  virtues  of  the  Royal 
Perfon,  who  is  the  objedt  of  this  amend¬ 
ment  ?  Your  Lord  drips,  I  fuppofe,  will 
not  give  way  to  the  ft.  of  Commons,  in 
doing  all  juflice  to  the  charader  of  this 
great  Princefs ;  mod  certainly,  my 
Lords,  the  Kins;  himfelf  will  not  be  be- 
hind  hand  with  the  body  of  his  fubjeds, 
in  flie wing  every  proper  mark  of  affec¬ 
tion  to  liis  royal  mother,— And  yet,  my 
Lords,  both  the  King  and  your  Lord- 
fhips  law  very  wife  reafons  for  what  you 
did  ;  your  Lordfhips  treated  the  matter, 
jo  circumjlanced ,  with  a  ffeadinefs,  which 
became  you  ;  with  the  u'moft  delicacy, 
and  without  any  improper  explanations 
upon  fo  nice  a  fubjtd. 

I  think  there  was  no  undutiful  inti¬ 
mation  contained  in  this  method  ot  pro¬ 
ceeding,  But  it  feems  the  Houle  of 
Commons  were  determined  to  uncover 
this  veil.— If  they  did  it  to  fhow  their 

i  «/ 

fuperior  regard  to  his  F  ajeliy,  they  are 
contradidcd  by  the  o  !y  publick  evi¬ 
dence  of  his  royal  inclinations. — If  they 

did 
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did  it  to  fhew  their  contempt  of  fucli  of 
his  Majefty’s  Minifters,  as  fit  in  this 
houfe,  they  aded  (at  leaf:,  as  I  think) 
not  a  very  wife  part,  becaufe  not  a  re¬ 
conciling  part ;  but  yet  fuch  a  one,  as 
the  freedom  of  that  great  and  refped- 
able  Aflembly,  has  ever  entitled,  and  I 
hope  in  God  will  ever  intitle  them  to. 
But  in  the  midft  of  this  ftrange  and 
unaccountable  fluduation  of  things, 
what  will  the  wife  and  the  honeft  part 
of  the  world  without  doors  think  of 
this  unfortunate  country  ?  What  can 
they  think,  my  Lords,  but  that  we 
have  really  and  truly  no  Minifters  at 
all  ?  And  that  every  thing  is  done  and 
undone  (even  in  the  higheft  and  rnoft 
important  concerns  of  this  kingdom)  by 
the  hint  or  the  whifper  of  fome  great 
idol  in  a  corner  ? — If  fuch  a  one  there 
be,  my  Lords,  I  hope  he  will  be  found 
out  in  due  time,  and  be  treated,  I  will 
not  fay  as  he  deferves,  but  conligned  to 
fome  inoftenfve  ftuation,  where  be  may 
be  at  liberty  to  contemplate  the  folly 
and  vanity  of  his  ambition,  as  it  may 
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aftecT:  his  own  perfon,  and  the  danger  and 

wickednefs  of  it,  as  it  may  affctf:  the  true 

and  lafting  intereft  of  his  royal  and  gra¬ 
cious  mailer.  b 

In  the  mean  time,  my  Lords,  I  think 
we  cannot  better  fhew  our  duty  to  the 
Kung,  and  cm  regard  to  the  dignity  of* 
this  Houfe,  than  by  difagreeing  with  the 
Commons  in  this  amendment. 

Though  the  Favourite  with  much 
din  iculty  cairiea  his  point,  yet  the 
tr^a  orient  he  received  from  the  admini- 
ifration  in  this  bufinefs,  was  by  no 
means  to  be  forgiven.  Accordingly  the 
ntxi  ti aces  we  find  of  him,  are  in  a 
defign  to  change  the  adminiftration,  by 
an  attempt  to  introduce  Lord  Temple 
and  Mr.  Pitt.  The  reader  has  al¬ 
ready  obferved  his  reconciliation  with 
the  Duke  oi  Cumberland,  and  we 
ilaail  now  fee  the  confeauences.  On 
\Ved11eld2y  the  1 5th  of  May,  his  Roy¬ 
al  Highnefs  fent  for  Lord  Temple, 
who  was  then  at  his  country  feat  at 
Stowe,  and  told  his  Lordfhip,  his  Ma- 
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jefty  had  a  mind  to  change  his  Mini¬ 
fies,  and  to  take  in  his  Lordfliip  and 
Mr.  Pitt,  with  fome  of  their  friends ; 
and  defired  their  conditions.  Mis  Lord- 
fhip  anfwered,  The  making  certain  fo¬ 
reign  alliances,  the  reftoration  of  officers, 
the  repeal  of  the  excife  upon  cyder,  and 
the  condemnation  of  general  warrants, 
the  feizure  of  papers,  &c.  Thefe  were 
agreed  to.  But  on  die  other  hand  it 
was  infilled,  that  Lord  Northum¬ 
berland  fhould  be  at  the  head  of  the 
Treafury.  Upon  which  Lord  Temple 
is  faid  to  have  declared,  cc  He  would 
never  come  in  under  Lord  Bute’s 
Lieutenant.”*  Indeed  it  is  lingular,  that 
a  compliance  with  this  condition  fhould 
be  expected,  conlidering  the  pofitive 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  refufed  be¬ 
fore.  But  it  was  now  manifeft,  beyond 
a  doubt,  who  was  the  lecret  fpring  of 
this  negotiation.  Yet  fo  defirous  were 
the  Minority  of  places,  that  though  they 
had  broke  with  their  leader,  though 

they 

^  B°r(l  Northumberland  had  lately  been 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
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they  had  almofl  totally  deferted  him, 
particularly  in  the  queftion  upon  the  Re¬ 
gency  bill,  they  now  crouded  about  him, 
ano  pielTed  him  in  the  mcft  earned: 
and  abjedt  manner  to  accept.  They 
feared  the  lofs  of  fuch  an  opportunity 
of  getting  into  office.  Among  thefe 
was  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham, 
wlio  applied  ad  his  arguments  and  pow¬ 
ers  of  perfuanon  to  prevail  upon  his 
Lordfhip  to  accept,  even  with  Lord  Nor¬ 
thumberland  at  the  head  of  the 
Treafury.  But  all  in  vain.  Lord  Tem¬ 
ple  was  faithful  to  his  original  prin¬ 
ciple  of  refifting-the  Favourite.  On  the 
Sunday  morning  the  Duke  fent  a  rnef- 
fage  to  his  Lordfhip  defiring  to  meet 
him  at  Mr.  Pitt’s  at  Hayes,  at  twelve 
o’clock  that  day.  This  refolution  of 
going  to  Hayes,  was  taken  without  the 
participation  of  his  Lordfhip,  although 
Mr.  Pitt  and  his  Lordfhip  were  to  be 
joined  together  in  office.  But  it  was 

the  principle  of  this  whole  negotiation 
to  take  them  always  fuddenly,  and 
femenmes  feparately;  in  order,  if  poffi- 

ble, 
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ble,  to  precipitate  them  into  an  accept¬ 
ance,  before  they  had  time  to  difcover 
the  footfleps  of  the  fecret  agent.  But 
the  difguife  was  of  fuch  a  flimfey  tex¬ 
ture,  and  fo  aukwardly  put  on,  that  the 
intended  impofition  was  not  only  obvi¬ 
ous,  but  the  attempt  to  conceal  it,  ri¬ 
diculous  and  contemptible.  The  Duke 
propofed  to  Mr.  Pitt,  the  fame  condition 
concerning  Lord  Northumberland, 
that  had  been  refufed  by  Lord  Temple. 
But  Mr.  Pitt  likewife  rejected  it,  and 
for  the  fame  reafon  that  had  influenced 
the  noble  Lord.  This  unexpected  firm- 
nefs  againfl:  offers  perfonally  made  by  a 
Prince  of  the  blood  royal,  a  Prince  of 
great  character,  and  high  in  the  efleem 
of  the  people,  might  have  ruined  the 
reputations  of  any  other  men  but  Lord 
Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt,  as  few  per¬ 
haps  w'ould  believe,  any  terms  which 
fuch  a  Prince  could  propofe,  were  im¬ 
proper  for  a  fubjcCt  to  accept.  And  it 
is  not  quite  impoflible,  that  fuch  an 
embaffy  was  only  made  to  lay  the  foun¬ 
dation 
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dation  of  fuch  an  odium  for  who  could 
have  a  moment’s  doubt  that  knew  the 
men,  they  would  never  fubmit,  under 
(iny  hands,  to  be  the  inflruments  of  the 
Favourite.  But  whatever  was  the  mo¬ 
tive  of  this  errand,  it  was  in  no  refpedt 
aniv'.eied.  I  he  effablifhed  characters  of 
tue  perlons  pieferved  them  from  cen- 
iure  ;  and  though  the  terms  refufed 
were  not  known,  yet  it  w^as  taken  for 
granted,  that  they  were  fuch  as  thofe 
great  men  could  not  accept  with  honour 
to  themfelves,  and  fidelity  to  the  peo¬ 
ple.  Next  day  tne  Treafury  was  offer¬ 
ed  to  Lord  Lyttelton  :  but  that  no¬ 
ble  Lord  thought  proper  to  excufe  him- 
felf.  The  account  of  this  fecond  offer 
conveyed  to  the  noble  Lord  before  ap¬ 
plied  to,  the  firfl  information  of  the 
point  concerning  Lord  Northumber¬ 
land,  being  relinquifhed.  The  Duke 
then  apprehending,  that  Lord  Temple 
had  not  fully  underflood  his  powers,  his 
Royai  Highnefs  renewed  his  applications 
to  that  noble  Lord.  This  was  on  the 
t  uefday.  But  before  his  Lord fh ip,  and 

Lord 
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Lord  Lyttelton  (who  were  now  in 
the  mod:  cordial  and  firm  union)  were 
got  into  the  chaife  in  order  to  go  and 
confult  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland  went  to  tire  Queen’s  palace, 
and  advifed  his  Majefty  to  recall  his  old 
Minifters.  Upon  what  caufe,  or  with 
what  view,  this  was  done,  is  not  very 
eafy  to  difcover.  Certain  it  is,  that  that 
was  the  fad;  and  that  it  put  an  end  to 
the  negotiation  for  the  prefent. 

In  the  mean  time,  Lord  Temple 
and  his  brother,  the  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Gr  enville,  through  the  mediation  of 
fever al  noble  perfons,  became  reconciled. 
This  event  was  at  firft  greatly  approved 
of  by  the  Minority  ;  many  of  whom  re¬ 
peatedly  declared,  “  they  did  not  doubt 
but  it  would  have  very  good  confequences.” 
The  principle  of  this  reconciliation  was  no 
more  than  private  friendfhip,  as  brothers ; 
and  in  politics,  only  as  to  meafures  in  fu¬ 
ture.  It  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  pafl. 
HisLordfhip  remained  the  fame  firm  friend 

to  the  public  caufe,  that  he  always  had 
been. 
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The  fubfifting  Adminiflration  were 
now  determined  to  adt  as  firmly  againft 
the  Favourite,  as  thole  who  had  been  fo- 
licited  to  accept  their  places.  They 
had  laboured  a  considerable  time  under 
the  fufpicion  of  being  his  implicit  in- 
ftruments ;  they  therefore  refolved  to 
clear  tbernfelves  of  that  fulpicion  at 
once,  by  giving  a  fignal  mark  of  their 
authority,  in  diredt  hoftility  to  him. 
When  recalled,  they  infilled  upon  thefe 
conditions,  viz,  The  difmiffion  of  Lord 
Northumberland  from  the  lieute¬ 
nancy  of  Ireland;  of  Mr.  Stuart 
Mackenzie,  Lord  Bute’s  brother, 
from  his  poll  of  Privy  Seal  of  Scotland ; 
and  of  Lord  Holland  from  the  pay 
office.  To  Lord  Weymouth  they 
gave  the  fir  ft ,  to  Lord  I  red.  Camp¬ 
bell  the  fecond,  and  to  Mr.  Charles 
Townshend  the  laft.  When  thefe  were 
fettled,  the  Parliament,  which  had  been 
kept  fitting  in  expectation  cl  inning 
writs  for  re-eledtions  upon  the  lately  in¬ 
tended  change  of  Minifters,  was  now 
prorogued. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XXII  r. 

Second  negotiation  with  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord 
Temple :  it  breaks  off.  Adminiftratton 
changed.  Remarks.  The  Favourite  s 
power  Jlill  the  fame. 


iHE  avowed  and  daring  marks  of 
hoftility  which  the  adminiftration 
lately  fhewed  towards  the  Favourite, 
by  difmiffing  his  particular  affbeiates  and 
friends,  were  fuch  high  and  heinous  of¬ 
fences  againft  his  power,  that  they 
were  confidered  as  adls  of  rebellion ;  for 
which  abfolute  death  mud  be  the  pu- 
nifhment.  From  that  moment  it  was 
again  refolved  to  change  the  adminiftra- 
tion  :  though,  as  ufual,  it  was  not  known 
whether  any  body  would  accept  of  their 
places.  For  this  reafon  therefore,  and 
this  only,  they  were  afterwards  difmilT- 
ed.  All  former  offences,  which  feem  to 
have  been  pardoned,  for  the  prefent  at 
lean,  with  the  recall,  were  revived  by 
tnis  avowed  and  open  adt  of  rebellion  ; 

which 
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which  was  not  to  be  forgiven.  A  ne¬ 
gotiation  was  fet  on  foot  with  Mr. 
Pitt.  And  he  had  a  conference  with 
his  Majeftv  at  the  Queen’s  palace  on  the 
20th  of  June,  and  another  on  the  22d. 
The  confequence  of  which  were,  that 
Lord  Temple  was  again  lent  for  from 
Stowe :  and  on  the  2  jtn  they  went  to 
the  Queen’s  Palace ;  when  the  follow¬ 
ing  conditions  appeared;  viz.  that  Mr. 
Stuart  Mackenzie  fhould  be  re- 
ftored  to  office;  that  Lord  Northum¬ 
berland  fhould  be  made  Lord  Cham¬ 
berlain  ;  and  that  the  Favourite’s  friends 
fhould  remain.  Upon  which  Lord  Tem¬ 
ple  declared,  he  could  not  accept.* 
And  here  the  negotiation  entirely  broke 
off.  It  has  been  laid,  that  Mr.  Pitt 
was  willing  to  go  into  office  upon  thofe 
terms;  but  if  he  was,  it  would  not  have 
been  with  an  adminiftration  formed  at 

Windfor 

*  The  motive  of  this  refufal  the  reader  will  find 
amply  explained  in  a  little  tra&  entitled.  The  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  late  changes  examined ;  which  contains 
many  things  worthy  his  attention. 
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Windfor  Lodge  and  Claremont;  for  he 
declared  he  had  no  opinion  of  fuch  an 
one.  And  it  is  certain  that  if  ever  he 
was  willing,  he  afterwards  altered  his 
mind  upon  maturer  conlideration. 

The  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who 
had  not  hitherto  appeared  in  this  laffc 
negotiation,  now  came  forward;  and 
applied  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
Lord  Rockingham,  and  others.  This 
was  the  laft  refource.  There  was  no 
other  fet  of  men  to  be  found  who  had 
not  refufed.  And  if  thefe  had  been 
poffeffedof  virtue  fufficient  to  follow  their 
example,  and  adhere  to  their  friends,  the 
Favourite  muft  have  departed,  as  he 
would  then  have  found  the  objections  of 
all  were  purely  againft  him ;  and  fo 
thoroughly  was  he  convinced  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  and  prudence  of  fucli  a  mealure 
in  cafe  none  would  accept,  that  he  had 
then  actually  in  contemplation  a  journey 
beyond  the  Alps ;  when  this  laft  fet  of 
men,  after  fome  doubts  and  hefitation, 
arifing  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  their  own 
inability,  confented  to  his  continuance 
at  home,  by  accepting  the  great  oflices 
of  ftate.  In  that  critical  moment  which 
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was  ^ie  only  opportunity  that  ever  did, 
or  perhaps  ever  will  happen,  for  fairly 
getting  rid  of  him,  did  they  refolve  to 
defert  their  friends,  and  to  ftep  in 
for  his  prefervation ;  when  a  week  or 
ten  days  firmnefs,  muft  have  accom- 
plifhed  what  the  whole  kingdom  fb  ear- 
neftly  wifhed  for,  and  what  all  parties 
had  attempted  in  vain. 

Lord  Rockingham  was  made  full 
Lord  of  the  Treafury;  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  Lord  Privy  Seal,  with 
leave  to  provide  for  his  numerous  rela¬ 
tions  and  dependents ;  the  Duke  of 
Grafton  and  General  Conway  were 
made  Secretaries  of  State,  and  Mr. 
York,  after  feveral  weeks  confideration 
re-accepted  his  former  poll  of  Attorney 
General.  Agreat  number  of other  changes 
were  made,  which  the  reader  will  find  in 
the  chronicles  and  kalendars  of  the  time. 

To  a  luft  of  power  and  a  defire  of  places 
have  the  interefts  of  this  kingdom  been 
frequently  facrificed:  but  in  no  inftance 
more  remarkably  than  in  this;  becaufe 
never  was  any  moment  fo  happily  form¬ 
ed,  for  refloring,  upon  the  folid  balls  of 

public  union,  an  able  and  difinterefled 
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adminittration,  fo  cruelly  and  wan¬ 
tonly  deftroyed  by  a  fet  of  men,  who 
having  no  virtue  themfelves,  were  de¬ 
termined  to  deftroy  the  effedts  of  it  in 
others.  After  fo  much  firmnefs  had 
been  (hewn  by  thofe  who  were  firtt  ap¬ 
plied  to,  in  repeatedly  refitting  the 
temptations  of  power  and  the  emolu¬ 
ments  of  office,  from  a  defire  of  laying 
and  eftablifhing  the  foundation  of  pub¬ 
lic  happinefs;  and  after  the  like  refin¬ 
ance  had  been  made  by  others,  who  had 
experienced  the  impoffibilities  of  a&ing 
under  a  controulfo  capricious  andodious; 
can  it  be  fuppofed,  or  will  it  be  credited, 
that  thofe  who  could  take  advantage  of 
fuch  a  crifis,  and  fuch  a  fituation,  to 
throw  themfelves  into  offices,  for  th* 
fake  of  the  falaries  of  them,  without 
the  power,  will  ever  in  any  manner  re¬ 
lift  the  hand  that  raifed  them,  and  can 
dilinifs  them?— If  it  fhould  be  afked, 
how  they  came  to  be  admitted  without 
agreeing  to  thofe  laft  conditions  which 
Loid  I  em pl e  rcfuled,  the  anfwer  is 
obvious ;  they  offered  no  ftipulations 
cither  on  behalf  of  the  public  or  them- 
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felves ;  and  if  they  had,  it  would  have 
been  impoflible  to  take  the  very  terms 
which  had  been  fo  refufed;  that  would 
have  been  too  fignal  a  proof  of  the  Fa¬ 
vourite’s  power ;  but  as  they  were 
known  to  be  mere  worldly  men,  and 
would  never  go  againd:  their  intereft, 
it  was  taken  for  granted  they  would  acSt 
with  lefs  hoftility  towards  the  Favourite, 
than  any  other  fet  of  men  whatever. 
And  has  not  the  fadt  proved  the  fuppo- 
iition  to  have  been  rightly  founded  ? 
Have  they  dared  to  difmifs  his  friends  ? 
On  the  contrary,  is  he  not  ftill  in  the 
meridian  of  his  power?  And  does  not 
his  influence  continue  in  as  full  and  am¬ 
ple  a  manner  as  at  any  other  period  flnee 
his  acceffion  to  power  ?  And  has  it  not 
been  exerted,  with  as  many  indignities 
to  the  prefen t  adminiftration,  as  ever  it 
was  to  the  laft  ?  And  have  they  either 
courage  or  virtue  to  oppofe  him?  We 
daily  fee  they  have  not.  They  are  appear¬ 
ances  only  which,  for  certain  reafons, 
have  been  changed;  realities  continue, 
and  are  meant  ftill  to  continue. 
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